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April 30th  2017 – Easter III

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 12 Be glorified
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 116 [Pew Bible] 



1    I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
    he heard my cry for mercy.
2    Because he turned his ear to me,
    I will call on him as long as I live.
3    The cords of death entangled me,
    the anguish of the grave£ came upon me;
    I was overcome by trouble and sorrow.
4    Then I called on the name of the LORD:
    “O LORD, save me!”
5    The LORD is gracious and righteous;
    our God is full of compassion.
6    The LORD protects the simplehearted;
    when I was in great need, he saved me.
7    Be at rest once more, O my soul,
    for the LORD has been good to you.
8    For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,
    my eyes from tears,
    my feet from stumbling,
9    that I may walk before the LORD
    in the land of the living.
10    I believed; therefore£ I said,
    “I am greatly afflicted.”
11    And in my dismay I said,
    “All men are liars.”
12    How can I repay the LORD
    for all his goodness to me?
13    I will lift up the cup of salvation
    and call on the name of the LORD.
14    I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people.
15    Precious in the sight of the LORD
    is the death of his saints.
16    O LORD, truly I am your servant;
    I am your servant, the son of your maidservant£;
    you have freed me from my chains.
17    I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
    and call on the name of the LORD.
18    I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
    in the presence of all his people,
19    in the courts of the house of the LORD—
    in your midst, O Jerusalem.
    Praise the LORD.£
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know  

Scripture Readings:     NT – Acts 2:14a, 36-41

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.

36“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

                              Epistle – 1 Peter 1:17-23

17Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. 18For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 21Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
22Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.£ 23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 221 Rejoice and be glad

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 24:13-35

13Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles£ from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16but they were kept from recognizing him.
17He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19“What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”
25He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Did not the Christ£ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
Sermon: Picking up a hitch hiker 

1. Henry Marks, a collector of rare books ran into an acquaintance, Arnold, who told him he had just thrown away an old Bible that he found in a dusty, old box. He happened to mention that Guten-somebody-or-other had printed it.
'Not Gutenberg?' gasped Henry. 
'Yes, that was it,' remembered Arnold.

'You idiot' Henry exploded, 'You've thrown away one of the first books ever printed.  A copy recently sold at auction for half a million dollars.''

“Oh, I don't think this book would have been worth anything close to that much,' replied Arnold. 'It was scribbled all over in the margins by some guy named Martin Luther.'


2. Mrs Marble, a Sunday School teacher was describing that when Lot's wife looked back at Sodom she turned into a pillar of salt, when little Percy interrupted. 'My mummy looked back once while she was driving,' he announced, 'and she turned into a telephone pole.'
3. An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, finally asked him, 'How do you expect to get into Heaven?'
The boy thought it over and said, 'Well, I'll run in and out and in and out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter says, 'For Heaven's sake, Jack, come in or stay out.'

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 214 Hail Thou once despised Jesus

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia (vs.3) 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Maxine, Paul, Vincent, Rachel and her family, Juanita, Clyde & their family, Evelyn’s family, the Alpha program

Announcements:  Meeting Elders and Trustees of St. Mark’s, Bass River are asked to stay for a short meeting following worship today. 

Thanks  – The Beersville-Harcourt Fire Department would like to thank its communities for the awesome support it received at the 25th annual Roast Beef Supper. Special thanks to cooks, pie & roll bakers, great local merchants and a great group of volunteers who made this year's event our most profitable ever!!
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – the Alpha program welcomes everyone, of all churches to participate. Sandy will be helping with group discussions. Looking for more men to join this week.

Bible Study on the letters of John Monday afternoons (2pm) starting May 1st at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome.
Sunday School –There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship. VBS – we are looking for interest persons for this summer’s program. 

Breakfast –  Saturday (May 27th ) from 7:30am to 10am at The Beersville Hall. Come out in support of local village halls.

Condolences – Our prayers are with the Heather Morton and her family at the passing of both an aunt and an uncle this past week. We also keep Sharon MacDonald (head nurse at RLNH, member of Knox)and her family in prayer at the passing of her mom, Evelyne on Friday.
BLMS – Theatre Show – May 10th through 14th.  Tickets available through the school office. 

Fellowship Potluck –We are looking forward to our early summer gathering at the end of May, beginning of June. TBA

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank donations accepted at church or manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available.
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  Mission Moments:  Hope in the inner city Presbyterians Sharing supports Winnipeg Inner City Missions to bring light and hope to one of the toughest neighbourhoods in all of Canada. Its Learning and Play program helps young children gain important pre-kindergarten knowledge. Caregivers learn how to engage with their children in a safe place. Many did not experience loving and engaged playing in their own childhood. The program seeks to help caregivers learn how use play to genuinely show their love for their children. Karen, a mother, foster mother and grandmother shares, “I wish I’d had this program when my son was born. Thank God I was given the opportunity to do it over again!”
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