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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 9 He is Lord

He Is Lord

He is Lord, He is Lord!

He has risen from the dead,

and He is Lord!

Every knee shall bow,

Every tongue confess,

That Jesus Christ is Lord. ©1972 Scripture in Song

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 230 When morning gilds the skies

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 118 [14-29] [Pew Bible] 

14    The LORD is my strength and my song;
    he has become my salvation.
15    Shouts of joy and victory
    resound in the tents of the righteous:
    “The LORD’S right hand has done mighty things!
16    The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;
    the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things!”
17    I will not die but live,
    and will proclaim what the LORD has done.
18    The LORD has chastened me severely,
    but he has not given me over to death.
19    Open for me the gates of righteousness;
    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD.
20    This is the gate of the LORD
    through which the righteous may enter.
21    I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
    you have become my salvation.
22    The stone the builders rejected
    has become the capstone;
23    the LORD has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24    This is the day the LORD has made;
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25    O LORD, save us;
    O LORD, grant us success.
26    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
    From the house of the LORD we bless you.£
27    The LORD is God,
    and he has made his light shine upon us.
    With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession
    up£ to the horns of the altar.
28    You are my God, and I will give you thanks;
    you are my God, and I will exalt you.
29    Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 323 Jesus, stand among us
Scripture Readings: NT – Acts 5:27-32

27Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. 28“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”
29Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

                              Epistle – Revelation 1:4-8

4John,
To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits£ before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
7    Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him,
    even those who pierced him;  and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.
    So shall it be! Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 61 I love to tell the story      

Scripture Readings: Gospel – John 20:19-31

19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24Now Thomas (called Didymus “the Twin”), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may£ believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Sermon: Our conversation with God


It began long before we were ever born, in a garden in some unknown place of the world, because  no one has ever found Eden at the headwater of the Pishon, Gihon, Tigris & Euphrates rivers. Somewhere in the region where today Turkey meets Syria and Iraq. It began with the winds coming together and with the breathe of life coming from God. It began with God’s recognition that of all the good things made in all creation, we were very good.


This is our conversation with God, and it takes on many forms. In ages past it took on the form of sacrifices on alters, of pilgrimages through strange and hostile lands, of wars, of building great cities, cultivating great regions in agriculture; all these things done in the name of pleasing God and having a relationship with God. 


We converse with God in praise, as we approach God we humbly recognize God and ourselves. We talk with God about our mistakes, and confess our sins. We ask God for help, because we cannot do everything on our own. We need God’s guidance, and miraculous healing, and some days we simply need the hope that comes from putting our trust in God. 


Today’s psalm is a song and a prayer of thanksgiving. And it illustrates many of these kinds of conversations that we have with God. There is praise and sacrifice, there’s a call for strength and healing and the will to do what God requires; and underlying it all is a prayer of thanksgiving, “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”


Forever. What is forever for you? The conversation between humanity and God has been going on forever, since before human beings could write down their experience and pass them on from one generation to the next as anything more than stories. Forever, has been the measure of time since we looked from stars to sun and moon, to the earth and all the matter that makes up existence, and wondered if there could be just one being responsible for all of this. And perhaps even wondering, if that one being was making us responsible for all of this creation as well.


But somewhere before forever, there was a beginning that our own thought had never considered. Where and when God was before our beginning, and before the beginning of all the worlds, God made fellowship within himself without a division of himself and begot Jesus. Jesus is the real Alpha of all creation, but yet was not created, never being distinct from God, who we call the Father. In more than aspect, yet less then distinction, the Holy One of God is before us and yet also comes after us, to be present for us at the fulfillment of all this creation. Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.


This is something that fascinated John; John the Divine, John the Apostle, however you recognize him, John’s influence as to how to understand God through Christ Jesus is immeasurably important. 

Even in the way that he displays the encounter of Jesus with his disciples after the resurrection, and the conversation between Thomas and Christ Jesus, John shows a mastery of understanding the nature of the human conversation between God and humankind. God is not simply in some place to answer questions, bring about the crops or fertility or control over some seemingly uncontrollable situation, or to serve some other human end; but to call human kind into a greater existence and to give us a chance to be the very image of God we were created to be.


John writes to the seven churches in Asia that are bother the recipients of the letter and also key figures in the revelation this letter offers. This Revelation will go on to compliment and celebrate their achievements, criticize and redirect them from their mistakes and sins, it will warn them from the dangers of perilous, self-righteous and sinful living, and uphold them in the righteousness and truthfulness with which they are already living.

John begins the Revelation with an invitation to hear the conversation that John had with God. It is at the same time an invitation to hear again the conversation that is going on in our own souls, as each person listens to hear God voice in their spirits, giving us direction in our lives, that we might share in the victory that scripture describes.


John also reveals that this conversation is possible only through Christ Jesus. He calls him the: “faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.” 


And this is important as John goes on to show that Jesus did not become this with his crucifixion, more that we came to know and believe this to be true and to understand the importance of Christ because of his death and resurrection. 


But a big question has to be ‘why?’. Why does God go through all this trouble? What is accomplished? Well, John goes on to say about Jesus “To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,” and that is pretty significant. God accepted human form in Christ Jesus in order that he might have the blood to shed for the sins of all people; that he might be the perfect sacrifice that would not otherwise have been possible in order that he might take away the sins of the world. 

What is more than this is that he, “has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father.” Not only are we meant to be the saved people of God, but we are also meant to be the saving saved people of God. We are meant – all of us – to share our salvation with others. How many people have you reached out to this week with the gospel? Have you made it a point to share your journey of faith with someone around you, or even a stranger?

It is not something we are used to doing. It is not something we used to teach on our Sunday Schools or Bible studies, but it is what the Bible continually reminds us to do. We are not just believers, not one of us is ever meant to be just a believer, but we all have duties as the shared priesthood of God. Priesthood is no longer held in one office, in one person, but of the whole people of God. We are all of us called and ordained to ministry and sharing scripture and its truth and being living examples of grace and hope, faith and love; just as Christ Jesus is the living example to us. 

   It begins, well maybe it already has begun for you. Then you will know how the beginning in Christ is working through you and is a part of everything you do in life. There is no place or time or moment where Christ Jesus is not inspiring directing or supporting you. That is the continual conversation, not only of prayer, but of work, service, fellowship, charity, compassion understanding and everything you make you life about to the glory of God.

And so you become a Revelation of God to others.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W., Glenna, the Sutherlands, & Neil Ryan, 
Announcements: 

Spring Fellowship Potluck – A chance to get together as a pastoral charge and enjoy each other’s company. Saturday April 16th at 6pm hosted at the Bass River Fair Hall. Hope to see you there.
Treasurer – Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study – Our Easter/Lent Bible study titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ meets Mondays at the home of Jessie Kelly 1982 Rte 495 East Branch, and Thursday afternoons at the manse [3279 Rte 465], both at 1pm. 
Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Jenn Beers {} in Emerson, Sheila Handrahan [Beckwith Rd] in Harcourt. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm (off for March Break). Call Tanya 785-6696
Gospel Gathering – Looking for a good date to hold another Gospel Gathering at St. Mark’s in Bass River
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session – Met this past week and is looking to set dates for the memorial services for the summer. Session may meet April 20th 2016 if there is business

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 73 To God be the glory [with chorus]
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 2 Alleluia, Alleluia Vs 1
Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord

Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation Alleluia

© 1973 The Word of God Music
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Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Spring Fellowship Potluck – A chance to get together as a pastoral charge and enjoy each other’s company. Saturday April 16th at 6pm hosted at the Bass River Fair Hall. Hope to see you there.
Treasurer – Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 

Bible Study – Our Easter/Lent Bible study titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ meets Mondays at the home of Jessie Kelly 1982 Rte 495 East Branch, and Thursday afternoons at the manse [3279 Rte 465], both at 1pm. 
Our Tuesday Bible study meets at 7pm at the home of Jenn Beers {} in Emerson, Sheila Handrahan [Beckwith Rd] in Harcourt. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm (off for March Break). Call Tanya 785-6696
Gospel Gathering – Looking for a good date to hold another Gospel Gathering at St. Mark’s in Bass River
Canada Youth 2016 – Registration is now open and available online at http://presbyterian.ca/2016/02/18/cy2016-registration-now-open/
Session – Met this past week and is looking to set dates for the memorial services for the summer. Session may meet April 20th 2016 if there is business

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W., Glenna, the Sutherlands, & Neil Ryan, 
[image: image2.jpg]“This is the day which the LORD
hath made; we will rejoice
and be glad in it.”

Psalms 118:24 (KJV)




Mission Moments April 7 is World Health Day

In Canada, the news of pregnancy often brings joy and hope to expecting mothers. But in Malawi and Afghanistan—where maternal and child mortality rates are among the highest in the world—it is difficult for many women to get the support they need for a healthy pregnancy. Presbyterian World Service & Development is working to improve health services and overcome cultural barriers that prevent women from receiving necessary pre and postnatal care. Health facilities are being established and upgraded and more birth attendants are being trained. Communities are being taught about the importance of healthy family relationships and the needs of mothers, newborns and children. Together, we can make a difference in the lives of women and children and empower communities to grow healthier. 
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