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The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0709 Email: alexander.sutherland@gmail.com

Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

Organist: Mrs. Marly Sutherland

ORDER OF SERVICE

Good Friday 

April 6th 2012; 7pm

Scripture: Isaiah 53

1    Who has believed our message
    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2    He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
    and like a root out of dry ground.
    He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3    He was despised and rejected by men,
    a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.
    Like one from whom men hide their faces
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4    Surely he took up our infirmities
    and carried our sorrows,
    yet we considered him stricken by God,
    smitten by him, and afflicted.
5    But he was pierced for our transgressions,
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
    the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
    and by his wounds we are healed.
6    We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to his own way;
    and the LORD has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.
7    He was oppressed and afflicted,
    yet he did not open his mouth;
    he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
    and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
8    By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
    And who can speak of his descendants?
    For he was cut off from the land of the living;
    for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 

9    He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
    and with the rich in his death,
    though he had done no violence,
    nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10    Yet it was the LORD’S will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
    and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering,
    he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
    and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
11    After the suffering of his soul,
    he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
    by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
    and he will bear their iniquities.
12    Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 

    and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

    because he poured out his life unto death,
    and was numbered with the transgressors.
    For he bore the sin of many,
    and made intercession for the transgressors.
Hymn: (overhead) A new commandment 
[NBoP 225] [Candles lit]

Invitation to the memorial of Christ [ref. Matthew 26:20-36]

Liturgy

Prayer

Scripture: John 17

1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
6“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
13“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
20“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
24“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.
25“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
Hymn BoP 183 Alas! And did my Saviour bleed 

Scripture: Luke 22:39-46  [extinguish a candle] 

Shelley Cail
39Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 

45When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46“Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”
Reflection: “Not my will”
He could have called ten thousand angels.

He could have brought the mountains to their knees and brought the waters crashing down over them.

He could made the kings of the world come and bow at his feet and subdued the will of the religious authorities.

Jesus died in shame, nailed to a plank of wood, scourged and beaten and mocked.

“Not my will, but yours” Jesus said.

We can do favours for each other, and we can accept suggestions from time to time. Certain times and circumstances require us to follow instructions, and obey laws. But to give over our will . . . to say, not my will but yours.

For lent I lowered my intake of fat substantially, Marly gave up a lot of sugar. We’ve watched other people get on certain diets, Atkins, nutri-system, Weight watchers. When it come to the giving over of our will to another person, in the Western/Developed-North American sort of way, a diet is about the closest experience the majority of the population has in giving over will.


I mean, if it was my will it would be Donairs, greasy pizza and burgers, soda pop and fatty sugary desserts.  


If it was my will, there would be no consequences to just sitting on the couch watching TV, being plugged into the computer, or lounging on my or someone else’s back deck with a brew or a root beer.


But to give over our will in order to follow someone else’s program for a life time of eating better and healthier and less creasier and not a sugary and exercising and being active, that is a big case of ‘not my will, but yours.’


And it is hard. We have our own will, our own sense of how things should be. We have our sense of what it takes to survive and even to be happy; and we do not like being told that we are wrong, or that some other way is better. We live in the world and society that tells us that our instincts tell us the truth, that our wishes are to be met, that our desires are all of them healthy; and then we are confronted by these religious nuts who say that we have to subdue, submit and give over our will to the orders and understanding of another.  

Special Music 

Scripture: Matthew 26:42-58 [extinguish a candle] 

Elma Campbell
42He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”
43When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. 44So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.
45Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”
47While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.
50Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you came for.” 

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him. 51With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
52“Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 53Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?”
55At that time Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56But this has all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
57Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. 58But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome.
Hymn BoP 185 Beneath the cross of Jesus 

Scripture: Mark 14:55-72 [extinguish a candle]

Sylvia Leblanc
55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 56Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree.
57Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: 58“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three days will build another, not made by man.’” 59Yet even then their testimony did not agree.
60Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 61But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer.
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ,£ the Son of the Blessed One?”
62“I am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
63The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked. 64“You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”
They all condemned him as worthy of death. 65Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him.
66While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came by. 67When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him.
“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said.
68But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and went out into the entryway. 

69When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This fellow is one of them.” 70Again he denied it.
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.”
71He began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.”
72Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and wept.
Reflection: Testimony

If you were to pick the best possible time to share your faith with someone, what would it be? With whom would could you share it? 

When the world around us seems to make it a point to question, and perhaps ridicule, what a person believes; or worse yet, dismiss beliefs; declaring that what anyone believes is not of anyone else’s business; in our circumstances is there still a place where we can begin to share what we believe anymore?

Yes, even some churches have gotten to the point where sharing what an individual personally believes is discouraged either by ridicule of a belief that differs from the groups standard, or is discouraged because every single person’s belief is accepted as being right and okay and there is nothing to motivate anybody to grow, learn, discern and determine truth.

In light of all this, when do we get to share the truth as we know it. 

When do you feel free to believe?

When do you feel free to tell others the truth? The greatest truth?
When can we share how much we love God, and how much God loves us?

Simon Peter, up held by even Jesus as someone who had strong faith among all the disciples, was given that chance. Peter had told Jesus - in front of the others – that he would never deny Jesus, and that if it meant that he would suffer or die, he would never deny and never betray Jesus. Peter had made that promise, and so in that promise he was given the chance to prove himself.


God always gives us opportunities to prove ourselves and the promises we make. 


When we baptize children into the church, we make promises about raising them well, and when people are baptized as adults we also make promises to support them as they grow in faith. And we are given lots of chances to encourage them, and teach them, and even when they become discouraged we can show them how enduring faith really is.


But what have we done with the chances we have been given?


Simon Peter went into the courtyard, and in the course of one evening he failed in his testimony three times.


Lots of others came to offer false words, hurtful words, words of discouragement and strife. The lies were told, they were heard, and the hearts and souls of even more people were set against Jesus, and against the truth.


And they spat at Jesus, and mocked him, and hit him and they told him to prophecy. They told him to testify.


But Jesus’ testimony was sitting in the courtyard keeping warm with the others gathered to tell stories about Jesus. Jesus prophecy was waiting in Peter’s unspoken words. Peter did not speak, except to deny Jesus. He broke his promise to Jesus. Three times he was given the chance, three times he denied even knowing Jesus. 


And Peter is not alone. We like Peter have denied Jesus. We have not told people that we even know Jesus. We break our promises to look out for each other, and to teach each other, and our children, and our friends about God and all God has done.


And when the morning comes, we know that we have sinned. And when the sky grows dark, and we stand before the reality that was Jesus cross, we see before us the cost of our sin. 


And we know it was for our sakes, and to make up for our broken promises, that Jesus died on that cross.
Scripture: John 19:23-37[extinguish a candle]

Willah Ryan
23When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.
24“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said,
    “They divided my garments among them
    and cast lots for my clothing.”{Psalm 22}
So this is what the soldiers did.
25Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
28Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
31Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,”{ Exodus 12:46; Num. 9:12; Psalm 34:20} 37and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”{ Zech. 12:10}
Prayer – Man of Sorrows [BoP 172]

Man of sorrows; wondrous name, For the Son of God who came

Ruined sinners to reclaim. Hallelujah! Gracious Saviour!

We pray today, O Lord, that we will not forget all that you have done to make us your people. In our prayer today we promise to remember you as you remember us; to stand up for you as you stand up for us; to live for you as you died for us. Lord Jesus, remember us.

Bearing shame and scoffing-rude, In my place condemned he stood.

Sealed my pardon with his blood, Hallelujah! Loving Saviour!

Oh, Lord, our hearts echo the hammering of the nails that held your Son to the cross; just as it is our sin that made the cross necessary. But Lord, we ask that you will not remember our sins, but that you will remember us. 
Guilty, vile and helpless we; Spotless Lamb of God is He.

Full atonement! Can it be? Hallelujah! Blessed Saviour

Lord, hear your children crying in the world. You heard the cries of your people in the wilderness, your children in their exile; hear now the pleas of your servants and children in the world today, as we cry out in praise, as we plead in prayer. Lord, hear our prayers and remember us.

Lifted up was He to die, ‘It is finished’ was his cry;

Now in heaven exalted high: Hallelujah! Mighty Saviour!

Lord, we come to the cross, we stand in wonder, we stand in shame. What have we done to deserve the gift that is given? Lord, we cannot reach up to ease the pain, we undo what has been done. But Lord, we can remember you, and we can live to honour the sacrifice made for our sakes. O Lord, we deserve the pain of the cross, the penalty for sin, you are innocent. Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom.

When He comes, our glorious King, All His ransomed home to bring,

Then anew this song we’ll sing: Hallelujah! Wondrous Saviour!

[Music stops]

Up to that cross our burden carried

Up on the hill our sin made bare

Upon the cross you saved by caring

Upon Your soul was our despair

Lord Jesus, we thank you, and in your name we pray,

Amen
Scripture: Matthew 27:37-54 [The Christ Candle is extinguished]

37Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”
41In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42“He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “EloiEloi, EloiEloi, lamalama sabachthanisabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”
48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”
50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
54When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”
Scripture: Psalm 22



Brent Cotterell

1    My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
    Why are you so far from saving me,
    so far from the words of my groaning?
2    O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
    by night, and am not silent.
3    Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
    you are the praise of Israel. 

4    In you our fathers put their trust;
    they trusted and you delivered them.
5    They cried to you and were saved;
    in you they trusted and were not disappointed.
6    But I am a worm and not a man,
    scorned by men and despised by the people.
7    All who see me mock me;
    they hurl insults, shaking their heads:
8    “He trusts in the LORD;
    let the LORD rescue him.
    Let him deliver him,
    since he delights in him.”
9    Yet you brought me out of the womb;
    you made me trust in you
    even at my mother’s breast.
10    From birth I was cast upon you;
    from my mother’s womb you have been my God.
11    Do not be far from me,
    for trouble is near
    and there is no one to help.
12    Many bulls surround me;
    strong bulls of Bashan encircle me.
13    Roaring lions tearing their prey
    open their mouths wide against me.
14    I am poured out like water,
    and all my bones are out of joint.
    My heart has turned to wax;
    it has melted away within me.
15    My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
    and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth;
    you lay me in the dust of death.
16    Dogs have surrounded me;
    a band of evil men has encircled me,
    they have pierced my hands and my feet.
17    I can count all my bones;
    people stare and gloat over me.
18    They divide my garments among them
    and cast lots for my clothing.
19    But you, O LORD, be not far off;
    O my Strength, come quickly to help me.
20    Deliver my life from the sword,
    my precious life from the power of the dogs.
21    Rescue me from the mouth of the lions;
    save me from the horns of the wild oxen.
22    I will declare your name to my brothers;
    in the congregation I will praise you.
23    You who fear the LORD, praise him!
    All you descendants of Jacob, honour him!
    Revere him, all you descendants of Israel!
24    For he has not despised or disdained
    the suffering of the afflicted one;
    he has not hidden his face from him
    but has listened to his cry for help.
25    From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly;
    before those who fear you will I fulfill my vows.
26    The poor will eat and be satisfied;
    they who seek the LORD will praise him—
    may your hearts live forever!
27    All the ends of the earth
    will remember and turn to the LORD,
    and all the families of the nations
    will bow down before him,
28    for dominion belongs to the LORD
    and he rules over the nations.
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29    All the rich of the earth will feast and worship;
    all who go down to the dust will kneel before him—
    those who cannot keep themselves alive.
30    Posterity will serve him;
    future generations will be told about the Lord.
31    They will proclaim his righteousness
    to a people yet unborn — for he has done it.
We depart in prayer and in silence

And so, we face the wonder, the power and the sorrow of the cross, we are drawn onwards to the joy of our salvation: Christ Jesus has died, was buried, and is risen from the dead.

We look forward to the celebration of Christ’s resurrection. 

We hope that you will be with us this Easter Sunday . . . 
9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian (Clairville)

11:00am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

3pm – Rexton Lions Nursing Home (Rexton) 
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