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ORDER OF SERVICE

Lent

April 6th 2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Lenten liturgy
Opening Praise: Hymn BoP 85 Great is Thy faithfulness 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 130[pew Bible] 

1    Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
2    O Lord, hear my voice.
    Let your ears be attentive
    to my cry for mercy.
3    If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,
    O Lord, who could stand?
4    But with you there is forgiveness;
    therefore you are feared.
5    I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
    and in his word I put my hope.
6    My soul waits for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
7    O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,
    for with the LORD is unfailing love
    and with him is full redemption.
8    He himself will redeem Israel
    from all their sins.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn NBoP 358 There is a redeemer
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Ezekiel 37:1-14

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath£ enter you, and you will come to life. 6I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army.
11Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’”

       Epistle – Romans 8:6-11

 6The mind of sinful man£ is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the sinful mind£ is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 61 I love to tell the story

Devotional Moments

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 11:1-45

1Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 3So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
4When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.
7Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
8“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?”
9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world’s light. 10It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.”
11After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”
12His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.
14So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
16Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Bethany was less than two miles£ from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.
21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”
23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
27“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ,£ the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”
28And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.
32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34“Where have you laid him?” he asked.
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
35Jesus wept.
36Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said.
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”
41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”
45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. 
Sermon:  In the face of death
It was the most impossible of all the miracles. 

And it was the most telling of Jesus being more than a great teacher, or simply one of the prophets. 

The event of the resurrection of Lazarus is the final turning point in the ministry of Jesus before the triumphant entry into Jerusalem, and the road to the cross. 


Lazarus is connected to the figures of Martha & Mary, who we encounter in an evening meeting before a meal in the midst of Jesus ministry {Luke 10:38-42}. Jesus friendship with them and with their brother develops so that when a short while later they are able to send out messengers, known in the story as ‘the sisters’ who know where Jesus is and who can pass the information on to him, that Lazarus is sick, ill, even dying. In an age without a formal postal service, these sisters track Jesus down to his camping site with his disciples and relay this important information in such a timely way.


But they not only are able to tell Jesus of Lazarus’ illness, but report through the stages of the illness, until at last Lazarus succumbs into perhaps a coma from his illness. It is Jesus who recognizes that Lazarus will be dead before their arrival, but even looming death does not make Jesus rush ahead to stop death. Even knowing that Lazarus will die, Jesus does not mourn, not yet. 

Lazarus does die, and is buried and is in the tomb for what was then the forth day since his death. So that when Martha reaches Jesus and confronts him with his absence, Lazarus was not only newly dead, he was very dead, undisputedly deceased for four days.

And in seeing the pain and the frustration in the midst of their love for their brother, his friend, Lazarus Jesus weeps. Jesus is moved in his spirit not by Lazarus’ death, but by the response that Martha, Mary and the surround gathering of friends and neighbour give in the face of death. It is our grief response that is troubling, not death.          

There are some people who have come to the point in life where they only view it in respect to death. They feel more able to feel alive because they are comparing their life to death: “At least I am still alive.” They are focused on dying, perhaps on dying well, but the whole purpose of that kind of life is centered on the final scene, the final moment, the very last breath. In such a life obituaries are hot reading. Funeral homes are hang out places. Grave yards a place of intrigue and deepest interest. Our lives are about more than how we will succumb to whatever illness, disability or calamity that will finally claim us and kill us.  But our lives are meant to be more than ‘not dead yet’.


The focus of our lives should be something more than the limits of life, to have friends mourn us, loved ones remembering us. And the way to achieving vitality in the face of mortality is not being vigorous and energetic. The best examples that we are shown of people really being alive are not those who have everything going for them, with all the strength, wealth and fame; but those who have overcome obstacles, disabilities and limitations. 

Helen Keller was no great theologian, and some people struggle with what she has to say about God, but she comes from such a special experience and she offers us a real example of how to live, despite our limitations. DO you know her story? 

Helen Adams Keller was born blind and deaf. She had no way to see how people talked and no way to hear what others had to say. He early years were spent in a wandering life through a silent darkness, in our very midst, that was expected to eventually bring her to madness; in fact she was already showing signs of mental breakdown; a kind of living death.

Through loving parents, strong teacher s and every opportunity that could provided for her, she leaned to make sounds that led to speaking, and understand a touch-based sign language that lead her to eventually read brail, even to read lips by touch. She went on earn a bachelor’s degree, to write several books, and to campaign for the social rights of women and minorities. 

Of her disability she said “Everything has its wonders, even darkness and silence.” She would even go on to say that: “It would be a blessing if each human being were stricken blind and deaf for a few days at some time during his adult life. Darkness would make him more appreciative of sight; silence would teach him the joys of sound.” 


What we do in the face of hardship even death, speaks of how deeply we believe in the promise of heaven. the only thing we really can do in the face of death is live; live all the more. The call that God places on his faithful, if we are to be called the faithful, is to recognize the valley of death – like the valley of dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision – to see it our midst and in our context and to speak out to those dry and dusty places of death in our lives and to there proclaim Christ. 


In Christ Jesus those places and those people that make us say ‘we can’t’, ‘I can’t’; those circumstances that are impossible and those conditions that cannot be overcome, that is the place where our ministry and witness begins. We are meant to proclaim Christ Jesus in the face of death, and in the presence of everything that feels like death. 


Because in Christ Jesus, in our Saviour and Lord, death is the door to be opened to resurrection; the impossible are there to show us the miraculous, and limits are there to teach us of the power of God’s everlasting and eternal love. 


Jesus mourns with us in our fear of death, in our sadness over the frightening reality that it still is to every one of us. Jesus weeps. But yet he weeps all the more for the heaven that our fears keep us from seeing, and our doubts keep us from accepting and believing. 


Into her own living death Helen Keller is recorded as saying: ““Dark as my path may seem to others, I carry a magic light in my heart. Faith, the spiritual strong searchlight, illumines the way, and although sinister doubts lurk in the shadow, I walk unafraid toward the enchanted wood where the foliage is always green, where joy abides, where nightingales nest and sing, and where life and death are one in the presence of the Lord.”

May your way to eternal life be so lit, as we journey together in the light of God everlasting love.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Hymn Sing – Next Sunday, April 12th at 3pm hosted by Grangeville Baptist church. A time of fellowship will follow.

Congratulations to Luc & Natalie Fillmore who are celebrating the broth of their third daughter Kassey, a little sister for Libby and Ella.

Easter Celebrations – Maundy Thursday Dinner @ St Mark’s Hall 6pm




Good Friday Candle Service @ Zion, West Branch 7pm




Palm & Easter Sunday Communion will be celebrated

Pastoral Charge Fellowship & Meeting In respect to financial concerns raised at this year’s annual meetings, and desiring a vision for ministry and mission throughout the pastoral charge, there will be a meeting of the congregations of the pastoral charge on Wednesday April 9th 6:30pm to discuss these items and make plans. There will be a potluck fellowship before the meeting, meal at 5:30 pm.

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study Psalms Wednesdays. at Jessie Kelly’s, 6:30pm, Bring a friend.

Bible School – Weekly on Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - There is a need for canned meat & milk, and diaper BLMS Breakfast & Yard Sale Sat. April 12, 8am to noon; info call 523-7160
Beersville Fire Dept. Roast beef Dinner April 26th 4-6:30pm $12 Adults $6 Child

Musical Evening: Sunday, April 6th; 7pm @ St. Andrew’s Church. Valerie Thompson at a concert featuring “The Villagers”, a four-part group from Miramichi. $10 at door. Proceeds for St. Andrew’s Restoration Fund.

Thursday, April 24th @ 7pm, St. Andrew’s Church.  Megan Thibeault, pianist, will perform a repertoire which she is preparing for the Canadian Music Competition in Halifax. Goodwill donations only.  All proceeds for the Restoration Fund.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. The expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled due to weather. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 218 Crown Him with many crowns

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus
Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 118, Philippians 2:5-11-, Matthew 21:1-11

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Rowan, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, John, Phyllis, John Allison 
Mission Moments Responding with Indigenous People in Guatemala
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In Guatemala, members of the indigenous Maya-Mam community face both discrimination and poverty. Working with local partner AMMID, PWS&D is providing farmers with agricultural training. Using traditional knowledge and locally available resources, they are able to grow more nutritious food and protect the environment. In addition, men and women – who are confronted with discrimination and the ongoing threat of local mining operations - are learning about their collective rights. On behalf of the families and communities he works with, Ruben Feliciano, director of AMMID, says he is grateful to Presbyterians for their solidarity, human touch and contributions to improve the quality of life for Mam families.  
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