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Season of Easter - April 7th 2013

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome   

Call to Worship A&D  2 Alleluia, Alleluia {vs. 1&2}
Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord

Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

Jesus is Lord of all the earth
He is the King of creation Alleluia

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen Alleluia


Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 197 Now let the vault of heaven resound
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 34 [BoP 631] 

Children’s story – My Favourite
Children’s Hymn: Jesus loves the little children [overhead]
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Daniel 1:1-7

1In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in Babylonia (Shinar) and put in the treasure house of his god.
3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—4young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 5The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service.
6Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego.

        Epistle – Revelation 1:4-8

4John,
To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.
7    Look, he is coming with the clouds,
    and every eye will see him,
    even those who pierced him;
    and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.
    So shall it be! Amen.
8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 61 I love to tell the story

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 20:19-31

20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.”
26A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
Sermon: In a name 

The book of Daniel begin with the setting of the scene.

Sometimes we can just glance over these sorts of detail that are the history lesson of the bible. 

When did all of this happen?

It wasn’t just yesterday. This is not something that flashed across our evening news. But these events happened in a time long ago, around people whose names are almost impossible to pronounce. 

Yet these were the names on everyone’s tongue. The story that the book of Daniel tells, and the words of the other prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Micah, Habakkuk; they tell of the hot and exciting news of their days.

But if I was to try and throw out a name like, Jehoiakim, I might get a few people saying ‘God bless you’ for my obvious sneeze, or maybe just a standard quizzical look because of my obvious fall into speaking gibberish. Sandy’s finally snapped! He’s speaking those nonsense names again.

But this is the name of the last of the kings of the Jews in the old dynasties. This is a significant figure in our faith history if for nothing else than because of the complete collapse of his reign. But until his name, I doubt any of us, myself included, would make the historical connection if his name crossed our path.

So what’s in a name?

I’ve asked this question before.

It is a line from Shakespeare, from Romeo & Juliet – Act II Scene II 

Juliet calls out into the night from her balcony: “What's in a name? that which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet;”

Juliet greaves that she and her newfound love are separated because of their families, because of their names.

What’s in a name?

An identity.

Think back to the first work of stewardship that God put on created human kind. God made Adam, and this first mans first job is to put a name on everything God has created. When God created the universe, he named sea, sky, earth, stars, day & night and pretty well everything else simply gets called ‘good’. 

So God gives us the task in our stewardship of the universe, and in our desire to get to know God through all of the creation, to give other names to creation. So, whether we call them dogs or canis lupus familiarus, or the hundreds of other names that language gives these creatures we all have a pretty good idea what we are talking about.

The bible is SO filled with names. 

In the seven verses we read from Daniel today three are fifteen different names [some of them get repeated]; that’s over two new names per-verse. 

In this first story about Daniel we get a sense of just how important names can be. Daniel and his friends - Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah – we hear that they are given new names. 

When a Jewish boy was brought to the temple or town centre for circumcision he would be named. It was an important moment, and a record of the such an event is given in the gospel of Luke, not once but twice, for both John and for Jesus. The giving of a name was/is a sacred event in the Jewish faith. 

Our names, in a very real way, have defined how the world encounters us. How our name is spoken reflects the culture we live in, our family’s history, perhaps even hopes and aspirations for our future. 

A lot can ride on a name. 

And the setting for the book of Daniel, the theme of the book, is written into these first seven verses about the renaming of these four youth. 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah . . .

Oh, we know Daniel. The name Daniel should for many of us evoke images of the lion’s den, or a of a dream interpreter, or of a dreamer. 

Now, what about poor Belteshazzar? Belteshazzar is forgotten in our pop-religion. The renaming seems forgotten when it comes to Daniel. 

And if you were asked you to tell the story of these others - Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah – well they are likely as obscure to many of us as Belteshazzar would be, but they are Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego – the three men who face the fiery furnace of jealousy and a kings injustice.

These are the names of faith, and having a name for our faith; Daring to be a Daniel, daring to be a Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego, daring to be David, a Solomon, a Moses, a Melchizedek, a Noah, these names of our faith that call us to follow them as a great example.

But simply trying to be like Daniel, or Shadrach, Meshach or Abednego, or any of these others is not enough, and is not our purpose, and will not give us meaning and fulfillment we seek in our lives.

 These four youth are given new names in order to strip them of their old identity, and their old religion, even their old families. The king and his advisors in Babylon were trying to force Daniel and the others to come like the Babylonians. They wanted to present these Jewish youth to the nation as proof that the Israelites could leave their old ways and their old god behind, and like with a new name they could become new people. 


But Nebuchadnezzar did not count, or understand that Daniels god, was God. 


Our Lord and Saviour, our Lord Jesus the Christ, is our inspiration and power in our faith. We pray in Christ Jesus name, we sing of Jesus, we tell the Jesus story and call it our ‘good news’ our gospel. And God’s word tells us, in Paul’s letter to the Philippians and to the church in Rome as well that ‘at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord’ [Philippians 2:10, Romans 14:11]. Jesus has that name that is above all names.


The great confession of the church is that we belong to Jesus. We come together as Christians to have Christ’s name stamped upon our lives, so whether we are Tom, Dick, or Sally, or Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach or Abednego or even Nebuchadnezzar, whatever we have been named by our families, nick-named by our friends, renamed by the world, or designated by our work or study, were are first and foremost know to be Christ Jesus’.


Hear Thomas’ words when the doubt is washed away by the truth of the resurrected Christ Jesus. He names Jesus “My Lord and my God”


That is the testimony of the bible; that God has called us, and named us as his own children. This has been the call of God upon us since Genesis, through to God’s declaration of the fulfillment in the Revelation. 

God says, ““I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements

Sermon Series – The Book of Daniel – This spring we will explore this prophetic Old Testament book, and hear again its gospel message.
Hymn Sing – April 14th at St. Paul’s in Brown’s Yard 7pm
Bible School– Tuesday at 6:30pm in Clairville 

Course Work – Rev Sutherland will be participating in an international Chaplains course in Moncton this coming Friday and Saturday. He can be reached by his cell phone [521-0705] while on the course
Bengals Night Out – BLMS - The night will showcase a variety of musical talent on various instruments; featuring the “Bengal Beats” Dates are April 24th, 25th and 26th at 7:00pm.  $8.00 for adults/$5.00 12 and under; Tickets Megan Woodburn @ 523-6334 or megan.woodburn@nbed.nb.ca or the school 523-7160.

LOL - Love out Loud! Atlantic Youth Rally May 18-20th, 2013 in Moncton, NB at St Andrew's Presbyterian Church! Cost for the event is $25. Please let’s bring out our youth to this inspiring Christian event & share the Love. See poster.

Youth In Mission – YIM – Mission experience opportunities across the country and around the world. 

Spaghetti Dinner – Thank you to everyone who came out and supported the Spaghetti Supper in Clairville on Saturday; especially those who prepared and served, offering wonderful hospitality to our community and friends.  $720 Raised in support of St. Andrew’s Presbyterian in Clairville.

Fire Department Dinner – Annual Roast Beef Dinner, Saturday April 27th 4pm-6pm, tickets $12 adults, $6 for children 12 & under, available through department members. If you can bake for this event speak to Rev .Sutherland.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.
Tithes, Offerings & Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 218 Crown Him with many Crowns

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  2 Alleluia, Alleluia {vs. 3&4}

Alleluia, Alleluia give thanks to the risen Lord

Alleluia, Alleluia
Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name

We have been crucified with Christ
Now we shall live forever Alleluia


God has proclaimed the just reward
Life for all men, alleluia! Alleluia


We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Raymond Fahey, Savannah Arsenault-Symes, Percy Little, Helen Jones, Bill, Olivia Reidpath, Brent Young, Shelley, Grace, Orga, 
The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Mission: World Health Day – Building Healthier Futures in Nicaragua

Consider; if you woke up today in good health, you are truly blessed.
In developing countries millions of people suffer from poor health, malnutrition and preventable illnesses. Poverty and the rising price of seeds hinder farmers in Nicaragua from growing food or balance their diets. Children are chronically undernourished and suffer delayed growth. PWS&D is working in 17 communities improving farming practices, and introducing new fruits and vegetables to diets. Health volunteers are taught to identify malnutrition, to take action, and get children’s healthy development back on track. With better health and more food, communities can overcome hunger and break these cycles of poverty. 
PAGE  
1

