A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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The Presbyterian Church in Canada
St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson
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Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Easter Sunday

April 8th 2012

Welcome & Announcements  

 Bible Study: This Tuesday, 10am at the Manse 3279 Rte 465. 

Bible School in Clairville – Sunday’s during church in Clairville

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Choir - Choir practices continue this Tuesday night at 7pm @St. James’. 

The Gospel Hymn Sing is planned for the 15th of  April at St. Paul’s Brown’s Yard.

Church Growth Workshop – We will be looking to host one of five workshops this spring starting after Easter. We will use the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations as a guide for this workshop. 

Country Music Night "Oldies but Goodies" Saturday April 14th @7:00pm, Rexton Catholic Church Hall $10.00 for St. Andrew's United Church Restoration Fund.

BLMS- “Bengals night out” April 25 to 27 at 7:00pm. $7 adult/$5 for 12 & under; Megan Woodburn megan.woodburn@nbed.nb.ca 523-6334 or @ school 523-7160
[image: image3.jpg]


Givings – Our offering gifts go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes. 
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Call to Worship [bulletin cover] Alleluia, alleluia 

Alleluia, Alleluia; 

Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, 

give praise to His name

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen

Alleluia, Alleluia; 

Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, 

give praise to His name

Liturgy, Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 190 Jesus Christ is risen today
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 118 [BoP 658] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: overhead I danced in the morning/ Lord of the Dance
Scripture Readings: 


            OT – Isaiah 61:16
p_____ ______  

1    The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,
    because the LORD has anointed me
    to preach good news to the poor.
    He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,
    to proclaim freedom for the captives
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

2    to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favour
    and the day of vengeance of our God,
    to comfort all who mourn,
3    and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
    to bestow on them a crown of beauty
    instead of ashes,
    the oil of gladness
    instead of mourning,
    and a garment of praise
    instead of a spirit of despair.
    They will be called oaks of righteousness,
    a planting of the LORD
    for the display of his splendour.
4    They will rebuild the ancient ruins
    and restore the places long devastated;
    they will renew the ruined cities
    that have been devastated for generations.
5    Aliens will shepherd your flocks;
    foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.
6    And you will be called priests of the LORD,
    you will be named ministers of our God.
    You will feed on the wealth of nations,
    and in their riches you will boast.

       Epistle – James 5:1-11

P_______ _________

1Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days. 4Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 6You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who were not opposing you.
7Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9Don’t grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!
10Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 192 The day of resurrection
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 20:1-18
P_________ __________ 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)
10Then the disciples went back to their homes, 11but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” 14At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
16Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).
17Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Sermon: Awaiting Resurrection [ref. James, John and the weather April 8 2012 Kent Co. NB]
The apostles were waiting. They were waiting for a sign. They were waiting for something to happen. But they waited all that day, and all through the next, and it was now the morning of the third.

And some of them were waiting to be arrested. Others were waiting to be forgotten. A few perhaps were waiting for an opportunity to move on. Some were still waiting for the pain to go away.

I have asked in the past what we are waiting for. That’s the question we ask people when we think they should be getting about, doing something, getting to some task that belongs to them. 

What do we wait for these days anyway? I caught myself ‘waiting’ for the weather today. How about you? In a spring with repeated days of unseasonable warmth to suddenly be faced with a winter storm that pins us down and takes us back to the middle of January for a day, well first it was hard to be believe and second I was filled with anticipation about it happening. I got up, twice in the night just to see if it had landed yet. 


And sure enough, this has not been the Easter Sunday I was anticipating.


I wonder how many times the disciples, checked with each other to see if they really believed what had happened. I‘ve been around families and friends in the midst of mourning enough, especially in the face of a tragedy, to have seen them shaking their heads with disbelief; not unbelief.


Disbelief is that natural human reaction to anything shocking or traumatic. It is a necessary step back away from what surprises us and throws off our sense of what is normal. It allows to go back to that last point where everything fell into logical order and then try and reassess the situation from their. This cycle of disbelief can happen very quickly, or it can be drawn out for hours, days, weeks or turn into a continuous loop last years and even a lifetime. 


It is important for disbelief to sometimes happen, but needs to reach a conclusion, and draw us to a decision. 


When it works, we are able to go on about our lives with perhaps a deeper appreciation for the complexities of our lives. When the cycle brings us to acceptance and understanding, and gives us a new strength to face a situation; strength in facing the unusual. It is a part of how we learn, and developing a healthy system of disbelieving and then either moving towards some acceptance, or perhaps to new knowledge and stronger truths has empowered our medical, our scientific, and the best forms of human philosophy; this is the best form of what is theology, studying and learning about God. 


Learning and getting to know God does not start with unbelief, but with disbelief. We see something happen that we cannot understand, it is outside our logic, it is beyond our ability to immediately make sense and we disbelieve. We might believe in the wrong thing, in the wrong way. We might attribute something to God’s will that is really the result of own choices. And when faced with the consequences we are amazed, we disbelieve and are enticed by disbelief into seeking a solution.


Mary coped with her disbelief at Jesus resurrection by running to the people she felt could give an answer to the situation. All she could come up with to this point was that Jesus’ body was stolen. Peter and John get into a footrace, believing Mary’s words but overcome with disbelief in the whole situation. Mary followed and came back to the tomb, still looking for some solution to the unanswerable questions.


Peter and John saw the linens, folded, and knew that something unusual had happened. 


When faced with impossibilities, what is it you turn to? Do you turn to the understanding of others? I have challenged many people in the past, and sometimes even our own bible study, to look for the answers to questions about the bible and about faith in prayer or in private reflection before ever picking up a commentary or reference book or even before contacting me. One of the key parts of our faith as a church is to seek for the illumination of God’s Holy Spirit in helping us work out life’s problems and questions.


But what is it we often turn to? We have a question, and we ‘Google’ it, most of the time, or look it up on the internet. We turn to our wealth for answers, or even our poverty; for example the lack of growth in the North American Church, our church, this church is blamed on a poverty of resources, a poverty of time, or – conversely – the cumbersome wealth of our facilities, and the expectations to maintain the constructs we have long held as banners before the world as Church. 


This is not a new problem for the church. It is in fact a problem that predates the church. The more established the Jewish faith became, the more tied to state and the will of the political the less relevant to God’s plan and God’s will it became. To establish faith as the motivating and guiding factor in society is to tell the politician to rule with an open hand and not an iron fist. It goes against the grain of the political, because the political goal is to make control a visible, understandable, attainable entity, in order that my will and our will is our will be done.”


But those are not Jesus words, nor is the testimony of the cross in Christ’s crucifixion, and it is certainly not the declaration of the empty tomb. In Jesus prayer [John 17], in his trial before Pilate, Herod, and the Sanhedrin, in all these ways he declares “not my will, but yours”.


This same man who called us to serve one another as our chief form of worship to God makes it very plain that to be God’s people we are to be a people of faith first. It is by faith that we are guided from our disbelief into understanding. 


Faith is not some excuse to make up for the mysterious, it is meant to confront us with a deeper reality to life and its meaning than we have held. Faith is meant to show us that God’s will not dependent on what we perceive and can figure out and reason, but that God’s will depends on what God determines; and when we understand what God has done and is doing, we at last can hold forth faith as truth and life in the face of all impossibilities, and as an answer to all disbelief. 


This is not blindness, but deep sightedness. The disciples could not look beyond the mundane, and even Mary – that first preacher of the resurrection, though she did not even know that this was her message – she mistook her dear Lord for a gardener. But, disbelief was transformed, and she saw her Lord as he spoke her name; and the Son of Man, the Son of God, at last had moved her disbelief into unshakable faith; sending her back to preach another sermon to the disciples: “I have seen the Lord!”


‘Be patient’, as James writes to the church to tell it to be patient.


I know, we like to have things happen right now. We want the salvation of the Lord, Now! We want the world to hear the gospel, Now! We want the healing from all ills, Now! We want the answers to our prayers, Now! We want the truth of God’s word, Now! We want the return of our Lord Jesus, to happen NOW!


But its not my will, or your will, or our will as a Church or a world that is going to determine any of that. It is God’s will. 


We need to be waiting on the will of God. Not beside it, and not at some safe distance, but waiting in the dangerous middle of God’s will where things are happening. We need to be waiting on God’s will with those people who criticize us and mock us and ridicule us and persecute us. We need to be waiting on God’s will with the sick and the poor and they prisoners. We need to be waiting with anticipation, with faith and trust in what God can do and does do with us.


Do you believe that God loves you? Do you believe that Jesus died for you? Now tell me then . .  . why would God just leave it at that?


God does love you, and God sent his only begotten Son to die for you and then to rise for you as well. And it is in the power of that resurrection that our faith is restored, because the cup of the new covenant in Christ’s blood is not a cup of death but it is a cup of life. We are to wait upon the resurrection, to be a people raised from a death to sin, unto more than just a new life or another life, but an everlasting life in Christ.


And that’s worth the waiting, it is worth believing in, despite and to spite all of our disbelief. 


And he calls to us by name, that we will mistake him for no one else. Hear the risen Christ. Hear Christ Jesus calling out to comfort you and to give you a message to share with the world.


Share that message, Christ is raised, we are saved. Hallelujah. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (Handouts)

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 197 Now let the vault of heaven resound



Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Alleluia, alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia; 

Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, 

give praise to His name

Spread the good news o'er all the earth
Jesus has died and has risen

Alleluia, Alleluia; 

Give thanks to the risen Lord
Alleluia, alleluia, 

We are called together from many walks of life and from a whole variety of experience, and it is a joy to open the door to a new friend, an old acquaintance, or someone just on their way through. We aim to be a fellowship of the faithful, sharing faith. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Mission Moment: April 8 – Easter Sunday: Christ is Risen! Every day that we journey with the poor, the suffering and the displaced, we discover God’s resurrecting power: the hungry receive food, the neglected are cared for, the sick are healed and the poor are raised up. For 65 years our church has been working to share Christ’s hope and love through PWS&D by restoring human dignity and easing the pain of want. With your support, we are providing people in need with food, education, health care, clean water, small loans, promoting human rights and supporting refugees. As we reflect on the abundant life Christ came to give, may we also remember that we can reach out to our brothers and sisters around the world as they journey toward food security and self-sufficiency. This Easter, please support PWS&D. 

CANADA: Equipping future leaders

Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help to equip theological students who are attending our theological colleges: Knox College in Toronto, Presbyterian College in Montreal, and St. Andrew’s Hall (Vancouver School of Theology) in Vancouver.  The Rev. Dr. Victor Cavino, now minister at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Pierrefonds, Quebec, felt called to formal theological education after serving as a lay minister. He says, “I came to Presbyterian College for theological training and I got drawn into the Presbyterian church. I really thought that it was just right for me.”  Let us pray for our theological students as they work to become faithful leaders in our churches. 

