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3 ROCKS along the roadside of Jesus
triumphant entry COULD NOT contain
themselves. Lk 19:40



A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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April 9th 2017 – Palm Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements   

Announcements:  The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as part of the regular worship services on Palm Sunday (April 9th) and Easter Sunday (April 16th)

Maundy Thursday – April 13th 5pm, hosted again at the Anglican Church Hall in Brown’s Yard. After the meal we are invited to a prayer service at St Paul’s. There is no charge for the meal. The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated.  

Good Friday – Held at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, Bass River 7pm.

Bible Study on the letters of John Monday afternoons (2pm) starting April 24th at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. We are still looking for a place to host this program. Materials are available from Sandy upon request. Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

VBS - There will be a first planning meeting for this summer’s VBS on April 23rd at 2pm at the Manse in Beersville.

BLMS – Breakfast & Yard Sale – Thanks for all the support!!

Bengals Night Out - April 11th – 13th $8 adults, $5 for 12 & under
Food Bank –Donations accepted at church or at the manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available..

Call to Worship  A&D 21 We will glorify
We Will Glorify 




Twila Paris

We will glorify the King of Kings; We will glorify the Lamb,

We will glorify the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.

Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty; We will bow before His throne,

We will worship Him in righteousness; We will worship Him alone.

He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth; He is Lord of all who live,

He is Lord above the universe; All praise to Him we give.

Hallelujah to the King of Kings; Hallelujah to the Lamb.

Hallelujah to the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 324 Great is Thy faithfulness
  BoP 85
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 118:19-29 [Pew Bible] 

19    Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD:
20    This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter.
21    I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation.
22    The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.
23    This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvellous in our eyes.
24    This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
25    Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity.
26    Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD.
27    God is the LORD, which hath showed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.
28    Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee.
29    O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.
KJV

19    Open for me the gates of righteousness;
    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD.
20    This is the gate of the LORD
    through which the righteous may enter.
21    I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
    you have become my salvation.
22    The stone the builders rejected
    has become the capstone;
23    the LORD has done this,
    and it is marvelous in our eyes.
24    This is the day the LORD has made;
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25    O LORD, save us;
    O LORD, grant us success.
26    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.
    From the house of the LORD we bless you.£
27    The LORD is God,
    and he has made his light shine upon us.
    With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession
    up£ to the horns of the altar.
28    You are my God, and I will give you thanks;
    you are my God, and I will exalt you.
29    Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.
NIV

Children’s story – Ready for special guests

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 218 Hosanna, loud hosanna!
      BoP 187
Scripture Readings:   OT – Genesis 8:6-12    

6And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made: 7And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. 8Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground; 9But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark. 10And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; 11And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf plucked off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. 12And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more.
KJV

6After forty days Noah opened the window he had made in the ark 7and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 8Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the ground. 9But the dove could find no place to set its feet because there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 10He waited seven more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 12He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him.
NIV

                              Epistle – Philippians 2:5-11

5Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 9Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. KJV

5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6    Who, being in very nature£ God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
7    but made himself nothing,
    taking the very nature£ of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.
8    And being found in appearance as a man,
    he humbled himself
    and became obedient to death—
    even death on a cross!
9    Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
    and gave him the name that is above every name,
10    that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11    and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.
NIV

   Gospel – Matthew 27:11-26

11And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, “Art thou the King of the Jews?”

 And Jesus said unto him, “Thou sayest.”

 12And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, Jesus answered nothing. 

13Then said Pilate unto him, “Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?”

 14And Jesus answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 

15Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would. 16And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. 17Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, “Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ?”

 18For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 

19When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, “Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.”

 20But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 

21The governor answered and said unto them, “Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you?”

 They said, “Barabbas!.”

 22Pilate saith unto them, “What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ?”

 They all say unto him, “Let him be crucified.”

 23And the governor said, “Why, what evil hath he done?”

 But they cried out the more, saying, “Let him be crucified.”

 24When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.”

 25Then answered all the people, and said, “His blood be on us, and on our children.”
26Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.
KJV

11Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
“Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.
12When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.
15Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 18For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him.
19While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”
20But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.
21“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.
“Barabbas,” they answered.
22“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!”
23“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”
25All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our children!”
26Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.
NIV
Communion Hymn: NBoP 543 Here, O my Lord I see thee face to face
          BoP 342
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper - Liturgy

Sermon: Innocent

Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem is a beautiful image of triumph and majesty set in the humble character of Jesus and in the light of his ministry. This IS the successor of David. King David, who in his triumph enters into Jerusalem and dances before the ark as it is brought into the city. This is the march to the temple, this is the march to the very throne of God’s people. This is the moment that some in Jesus following had been waiting for. This is the moment that we cling to when we are confronted. We cling to it, and we become confused by it.


Untold years before, along the gunnels of the great ark of life built by Noah, guided by God’s hand, fluttered a little dove. This dove would be for all the ages since a symbol of the giving of hope and peace. To offer an olive branch was signal an end to chaos; a moment of praise and of joy. Yet from Olive branch to palm branch waving the scene has changed more than we are perhaps willing to see. They are both signs, both signals of praise and reasons to praise, but both also remind us and draw our attention to the cost of that praise, the weight of our hope, the reality of our joy.


The flood waters do not recede right away, they take time, first a test and then another, and the assurance of salvation waits until the third attempt. And the sign we are give is a broken branch, that healing will come.


Jesus entry into Jerusalem is more than a symbol of hope, Jesus is our hope. We do not wait for another and we do not wait for any more salvation than what comes in Christ’s sacrifice. The Jews were not content with Jesus. The Jewish leaders were dissatisfied with Jesus because he did not live up to their expectation of God’s plan. Jesus only did what God required, what in God he was called to do and to be. He could not have been any less, and some people recognized it, and others mistook it. 


Not everyone is going to get who you are in Christ. Not everyone is going to celebrate your salvation through faith. People you respect, people you love, will mock you. Our salvation in Christ does not keep us from sharing Christ’s experiences. Christians today are celebrated, and the door of every church should feel like the gates of Jerusalem opened up receive us as we humbly make our way in on foot or even if we need a ride. We should welcome one another with joy, for we welcome Christ in each one of us. 


The world is not going to do that. Oh, we may be lauded for our volunteerism, our dedication for family and community, but never on God’s standards only on human standards. 


Jesus wasn’t crucified in the end for his healing, or even for his teaching, and you hear it in Pilate’s words in today’s reading (vs. 23 & 24): ““Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”

Jesus is crucified for his innocence, all the while the Jews and even Pilate claim innocence for themselves. 

But they weren’t innocent, just as you and I are not innocent because we say so. We are innocent because God wills it so. 


That is really what is so hard to grasp about all of this. That is really what is so amazing.


We presume all the goodness in the world, but it is just a mask. We ride into people’s lives with seeming humility, and yet be so puffed up.



Only Christ makes that procession real. Only Christ comes into the cit for our sakes and not his own. It is only Christ who truly prays, “not my will but thine.” It is only Christ who comes to say, “It is finished.”


Father forgive us, for we do not know what we do.

Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 273 Crown him with many crowns 


                BoP 218
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 10 Hosanna!
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest 

Lord we lift up your name; With hearts full of praise 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God; Hosanna in the highest 


Glory, glory, glory to the King of kings 
Glory, glory, glory to the King of kings 

Lord we lift up your name; With hearts full of praise 
Be exalted, oh Lord my God; Glory to the King of kings 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Robbie, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Betty, Vincent, Juanita, Clyde & the Wry family, Peter & his family, upcoming Alpha program
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Mission Moments Building relationships in Malawi Presbyterians Sharing supports Joel Sherbino, a part-time mission liaison between the PCC and the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian in Malawi as he continues his ministry at Paris Presbyterian Church in Ontario. In accepting this position, Joel expressed his deep sense of call in these words: “I will always have one foot in each world, Malawi and Canada”. Joel is in regular contact with the Blantyre Synod prison ministry’s volunteers and staff, and encourages Canadian Presbyterians to learn about Malawi, pray for the people there and support special projects. Joel’s position as liaison will help deepen the PCC’s partnership with the CCAP, while offering opportunities for Canadian Presbyterians to engage in Christ’s mission in Malawi.
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