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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 1 A new commandment

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 814 Great is Thy faithfulness 

  BoP 550
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 82 [Pew Bible] 

1    God presides in the great assembly;
    he gives judgment among the “gods”:
2    “How long will you£ defend the unjust
    and show partiality to the wicked?
Selah
3    Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless;
    maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed.
4    Rescue the weak and needy;
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.
5    “They know nothing, they understand nothing.
    They walk about in darkness;
    all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
6    “I said, ‘You are “gods”;
    you are all sons of the Most High.’
7    But you will die like mere men;
    you will fall like every other ruler.”
8    Rise up, O God, judge the earth,
    for all the nations are your inheritance.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 132 I’ll be a sunbeam 

  Scripture Readings:  OT – Isaiah 5:1-7

1    I will sing for the one I love a song about his vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.
2    He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines.
    He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well.
    Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only bad fruit.
3    “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
4    What more could have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it?
    When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?
5    Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard:
    I will take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed;
    I will break down its wall, and it will be trampled.
6    I will make it a wasteland, neither pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there.
    I will command the clouds not to rain on it.”
7    The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the house of Israel,
    and the men of Judah are the garden of his delight.
    And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.

                               Epistle – Hebrews 11:29-12:2

29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea£ as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.
30By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days.
31By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.£
32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 37They were stoned£; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—38the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.
39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.
12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 374 Oh for a thousand tongues to sing

BoP 247 

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Luke 12:49-56

49“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 51Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
54He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does. 55And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is. 56Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?
Sermon:  When it’s going to rain

Throughout the Maritimes there are many regions that have been asking lately ‘when is it going to rain’? Even after today’s and Friday’s sprinklings of rain many feel frustrated at the dry fields, tinder-dry forests. Our neighbours are in trouble, people that suffer with the heath are having a hard time, and rural regions especially are effected by the unusually frequent heavy lightning storms we’ve seen this year.


So what is with the weather report? Besides it goes with the sermon title? 


Jesus used the world around him to illustrate his points to his disciples and other who came ot both learn and also to challenge his teaching. Jesus lessons were incredibly practical, and while we have imposed two thousand years of rhetoric, philosophy and theological perspectives on the text, it remains the practical guide to a practical faith and yet profound faith.


What that faith is illustrated in our lesson from Hebrews today, as a timeless and continual force moving through humanity as a continual inspiration to draw closer to God. This contrasts in some sense what Jesus is saying earlier in our gospel reading, in what is one of the most hardest saying of Jesus.


Jesus speaks of bringing fire to earth – “and that it were already kindled” he rejects that his purpose was to bring peace but instead he is to bring division; ‘three against two and two against three’. 


Our Christian faith is not designed after the model of Jewish faith in all ways. So much in Judaism is modeled around the family, the tribe, and while being a family in Christ is essential we are not required to be a family of the same bloodline, but of the same faith-line. 

That idea can be very hard to grasp in the light of so much emphasis in so much of what the church does concerning the importance of family, but truth is many of these family programs of the church struggle against the waves of disbelief that can sometimes rob churches of whole generations, and this has been repeated throughout history.

Understanding what drives these people away from the church is a lot like accurately predicting the weather. Oh, we have some ability, but the rule for weather is determined by a far greater power than we are or full understand. Not even Cindy Day’s wardrobe is as reliable as God’s own word for showing us what will come.

Maybe we understand the world around us, and the weather does not come as too much of a surprise, but can the same be said is true for our souls. How do we as believers cope with the struggles of the church and the diminishment of membership? Are we ready to be inspired again by God’s Holy Spirit ro will we continue trying to survive on more reasonable forms of inspiration like music, drama and staging; even as we are entertained by our faith.

Before the moment comes where God does arise in judgment, let us learnt o be more discerning with God’s gifts, and even to face the disagreements within our own household. We should hold fast to God’s word and the truth that the word of God reveals to each of us, together as we face life’s storms, whatever they may be, and however they may come. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 136 Jesus I come

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements:  Memorial Services – St. Mark’s Bass River August 14th 2pm, St. James’ Beersville August 21st 3pm, St Andrew’s Clairville August 28th 2:30pm; we need readers and musical talent for each of the services. Please speak to Rev. Sutherland if you have ideas or would like to volunteer.
Guest Preachers – Thanks to Mr. Nick Stam & Rev Bruce Glencross for their leadership in worship the last two weeks. 
Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

Summer Calendar – Events pamphlets are printed and available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community.
 Session - Our next meeting is this Wednesday,  August 17th, 7pm at St. James in Beersville, to prepare for the fall programs, events and activities.  

Devotionals – our Today books for the summer are available, and Daily Bread devotionals can be arranged with Alf Fillmore. The Presbycan Daily Devotional is available each day online and can be emailed to you, with prayer partnerships and news from across the church; go to http://presbycan.ca    . 

Summer Calendar – Events pamphlets are printed an available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community.
 Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M., Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, George, Carl
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Mission Moments August 19 is World Humanitarian Day The village of Sanogoan was one of the many devastated by the earthquake in Nepal last April. So many houses were flattened by the quake, the town turned into a tented camp. With support from PWS&D & the ACT Alliance, 90 families from Sanogoan are receiving funds to rebuild their homes. The tight-knit community has also been working to make bricks. Kabita Shrestha, one of the brickmakers, lost everything when her home collapsed, but now feels some relief. Her family has received support to rebuild their home and it has taken an enormous weight off her shoulders. Empowered by the spirit and strength of her community, Kabita feels hope for the future. 
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