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August 17th 2014 – Pentecost 

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Call to Worship  A&D 16 Lead me Jesus / Open my eyes
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 497 Word of God across the ages
     

  BoP 431

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 67 [Pew Bible] 

1    God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us;
Selah
2    That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations.
3    Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee.
4    O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth.
Selah
5    Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee.
6    Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us.
7    God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him.
KJV

1    May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us,
Selah
2    that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.
3    May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.
4    May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly
    and guide the nations of the earth.
Selah
5    May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you.
6    Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will bless us.
7    God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him.
NIV

Children’s story – Crumbs

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 662 Those who wait on the Lord       Traditional arr. J. Bell

Those who wait on the Lord . . . 

shall renew their strength,

 they will rise up on wings as eagles; 

They shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint; 

help us Lord, help us Lord, in your way 
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Those who serve the suffering world  . . .

 Those who live the risen life  . . .

Those who love the mystery . . .

Those who die upon the march . . .

Those who wait on the Lord . . .

Scripture Readings: OT – Genesis 45:1-15 

1Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. 2And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence. 4And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 5Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. 6For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 9Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: 10And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: 11And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty. 12And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 13And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither. 14And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him.
KJV

1Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it.
3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.
4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. 7But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

8“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. 11I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’
12“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking to you. 13Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.”
14Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him.
NIV

Epistle – Romans 11:29-32

28As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes. 29For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 30For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: 31Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain mercy. 32For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.KJV

28As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, 29for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable. 30Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. 32For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 92 It is well 

Scripture Readings: 

       

Gospel – Matthew 15:21-28

21Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 22And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 23But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 24But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 25Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. 26But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs. 27And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. 28Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.
KJV

21Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.”
23Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”
24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”
25The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.
26He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”
27“Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”
28Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
NIV

Sermon: Better than expected, more than deserved


Can you imagine a day when it was more important that you were from a certain family than if you believed or not. Today, in some parts of the world, family still matters that much.


When Canadian peace keepers first landed in Cyprus and found neighbourhoods fighting within themselves, and towns at war with other towns, they were amazed at how the family functioned as a form of government, but also how the breakdown of the society was played out in the breakdown of certain long standing family.


The oldest form of government is family, and it is also the oldest order for religious organization. When it was normal for towns to go to war with other town of scarce resources – as it was in the days of Abraham, of Isaac and Jacob – the unity or disunity of a family could determine whether that family was able to survive. The whole bible story could have been snuffed out in an instant if the resources of Egypt, through Joseph, were not offered to Israel and his beloved sons. 


But it all came about in such an unexpected way. The brothers all conspired against their gifted brother, for Joseph was not only gifted from God with vision, understanding and intelligence, but Joseph gifts were recognized and praise by his own father Jacob who bought him the lavish coat of many colours, and who praised him regularly in front of his brothers. But jealousy does not need the seed of a fathers praise to take root, nor a display of ability to flare up and cause division. Joseph’s brothers conspired, they trapped, and they sold Joseph into slavery. 


So when Joseph became the governor of Egypt, because of the things they set in motion, why should the brothers have expected anything except vengeance in return. He had the power, position, even the right to imprison them, to enslave them [though enslavement would fall upon the descendants of the brothers, it was no design of Joseph’s], he chose to welcome them and offer them salvation and protection. It was far better than they would or should have expected, and much more than they deserved.


When we think of God’s grace we too often comes up short when we ‘count our many blessings, name them one-by-one’. We might name our health, talk about the freedom of our nation, the plenty of food, and our comparable wealth to the rest of the world; but what of these things do we really count as extraordinary. Do we allow ourselves to see the extraordinary grace of God?


I think that somewhere we got it into our heads that we have earned our freedom through sacrifice and hard work, and we have not even brought God into the equation. When it comes to prosperity, to personal and national wealth, we point to our industry and work ethic, and not to God. In all these things, that so define who and what we are and how we relate to the world there is really no room for God in our thinking, and so if there is no room for God in our thinking, will God even be remembered, even be recognized by the generation coming after us?


We have come through ages where who we rare was determined by the fellowship of community, but we stopped believing together, in each other, and most of all the community stopped believing in God together. And we are coming from a time, much like the time of Jacob and Joseph - where because of famine – families were forced to depend on themselves; except the famine was not a lack of food or resources, in fact it was during an abundance of food and resources that the famine took place. 


We are in a famine of faith. We are starving spiritually. In a famine people will reach out to grasp whatever they can get that seem nourishing. Encounter for a moment the woman from today’s gospel reading. She is not Jewish. She is not – as Jesus puts it – one of ‘the lost sheep of Israel’. Yet she is starving, and she is willing to take whatever she can get for herself and for her family’s sake. 


Today, more than ever in history, people are out seeking to deceive one another about spiritual things; trying to win souls for themselves, to control people’s lives, even by breaking families apart. They appeal to desire for spirituality, the hunger we created when we replaced community with corporation, when we replaced family with individuality; faith becomes a forgotten muscle left to atrophy. So the cults move in, offering easy answers, telling you that the truth that sets you free can be handed to you, rather than worked out in the rebuilding of family and community through the working out of faith together with God’s word as our guide. Beware anyone who says they have all the answers, who comes proclaiming the truth is their possession.


Because the truth, it is always better than we expect, and more than we deserve. The truth is something we share and is meant to draw everyone together.  The truth of God’s love is not something that is hidden and can only be explained if you obey certain other rules first, but it is that same yesterday today and forever; it is the same truth for you and me and all who come after us. God created the whole universe so that we could know love; so that we could love each other, so that we could strive fight, even die for love. And God gave, god was the perfect example of that love, for in Jesus we are still made to be witnesses today of a love that fulfills all the rules, all the laws, and makes perfect in purpose and power every person’s life who is touched by the love of Christ Jesus, who went to the cross for our sakes, who died for us, but most of all Christ Jesus rose from death and defeated death for our sakes; so that all who call upon his name, who seek his grace as they seek to see His face, might know more than life but be welcomed into everlasting life.

You see, we expect life, God offers everlasting life. We look for fulfillment, but God offers a wholeness of being that transcends even life as we know it. All that we might fear, from feeling our lives lack purpose and meaning to a real sense that life is out of control and we behave as those possessed; Even death is no match for God’s love. 

Our society is starving. They are not just hungry for spirituality that are calling out after us looking for the crumbs falling from the master’s table. And God calls on us, who have tasted, who have seen that God is good to share our faith and show what we believe. We need to offer our families, our friends, that same faithful example that was given to us, because only in Christ is their true fulfillment, and only by God’s grace is their life everlasting. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession


Announcements:

Memorial Services Looking at dates for Memorial services; all are confirmed, TODAY! Aug. 17 for St. Mark’s, Bass River;  

Aug 24th for St. James’, Beersville;

August 31st for St. Andrew’s, Clairville; 

September 7th for Harcourt at the Pond Chapel.

Steeple & Washroom at St. Mark’s in Bass River The new washroom facilities at St. Mark’s have been made this past week, and the steeple repaired. Much thanks to Gary Ryan for climbing to new heights to see this is done. 
Condolences – of the congregation offered in our shared grief and mourning at the death of former minister and our dear friend John Allison, who passed away peacefully with his family this past week. Pat, their whole family, and the congregations and families that john served are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study The Bible study has finished up for the summer, but the materials are available from the church website. www.pccweb.ca/brpc.

Bible School –Bible School has paused till September. Thanks Tanya & Tracy
25 km long yard sale – There will be a community yard sale along the 465 this coming Saturday [August 23rd] 9am to the afternoon, people who set up along the road are responsible for safe parking and clean up afterwards.
Community Food Bank – Along with fresh carrots and potatoes, the food bank needs school supplies and snack items for kids. We can help! We can share.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 665 Lord Jesus you shall be my song     

Lord Jesus you shall be my song 
Trans. by Stephen Somerville

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey;
I'll tell everybody about you wherever I go;
For our life and our peace and our love is yourself.
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey.

Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you.
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song.
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey.

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant,
to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears.
For you saved me by giving your body and blood.
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant.

I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey;
but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
And with all of the family you saved by your love,
we'll sing to your dawn at the end of your journey.

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next week’s readings: Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 65: Rom. 8:1-11; Matt. 13:1-9

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Ruby, Susie, the friends and family of John Allison. 
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Mission Moments  Working with women in Guatemala Aurelia Jimenez Zacaria works with Presbyterian World Service & Development and local partner AMMID as an agricultural promoter, helping other women in her community establish family gardens, plant trees and raise animals to improve their livelihoods. With training in soil preparation, composting and vegetable planting, Aurelia harvests vegetables from her own garden on a weekly basis and uses the money she saves to take care of her family’s other needs. She has also learned how to properly care for animals and administer vaccines so they grow healthy and strong. Thrilled with her own results, Aurelia is dedicated to sharing her newfound knowledge with others: “I hope to continue working with women in need so that we can improve our living conditions – especially for our sons and daughters, who are our future.” 
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