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August 21st 2016 – Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 4 Lead me Jesus/Open my eyes

Lead me Jesus, I will follow;

Down the dusty pathway, 

All along the sea.

Teach me Jesus to be loving;

Your disciple I will be.

Part 2

Open my eyes

That I may see

I will serve you










         Your disciple I will be
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP BoP 291 Word of God, across the ages

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 103 [Pew Bible] 


1    Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2    Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits—
3    who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases,
4    who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion,

5    who satisfies your desires with good things  so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
6    The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed.
7    He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel:
8    The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
9    He will not always accuse, nor will he harbour his anger forever;
10    he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.
11    For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;
12    as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
13    As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 

14    for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust.
15    As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field;
16    the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more.
17    But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’S love is with those who fear him,
    and his righteousness with their children’s children—
18    with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts.
19    The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all.
20    Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word.
21    Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will.
22    Praise the LORD, all his works everywhere in his dominion.
    Praise the LORD, O my soul.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 378 Jesus loves me this I know

Scripture Readings: OT – Isaiah 58:9-14

9    Then you will call, and the LORD will answer;
    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.
    “If you do away with the yoke of oppression,
    with the pointing finger and malicious talk,
10    and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry
    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,
    then your light will rise in the darkness,
    and your night will become like the noonday.
11    The LORD will guide you always;
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land
    and will strengthen your frame.
    You will be like a well-watered garden,
    like a spring whose waters never fail.
12    Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins
    and will raise up the age-old foundations;
    you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls,
    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.
13    “If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath
    and from doing as you please on my holy day,
    if you call the Sabbath a delight
    and the LORD’S holy day honorable,
    and if you honor it by not going your own way
    and not doing as you please or speaking idle words,
14    then you will find your joy in the LORD,
    and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land
    and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob.”
    The mouth of the LORD has spoken.

                              Epistle – Hebrews 12:18-29

18You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them, 20because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.”£ 21The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.”£
22But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, 23to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, 24to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
25See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven? 26At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”£ 27The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain.
28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29for our “God is a consuming fire.”
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 504 Guide me, O Thou Great Jehovah  
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 13:10-17


10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”
15The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”
17When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.
Sermon: Straighter than a Ruler 

“Straighten up and fly right!” 

“Sit up and pay attention”

These words were spoken by my grandmother, my father’s mother, when I was about David’s age. We all have someone like this in our lives; sweet and kind and understanding and a drill sergeant. And so, with the words I mentioned she would have my sister and I walk around the living room of her house, and sit and then stand, and even try to dance, with some hardcover book on our head to see who could keep it up there the longest. 


When asked about her game by my parents after one afternoon, my grandmother said – I caught Sandy slouching and thought it was time someone taught this child proper posture. And though I felt a twinge of betrayal that my grandmother hadn’t made a game for fun, but was actually teaching me something – at the end of the day, today I am thankful I did learn the benefit of sitting up straight, and walking with good posture.


Our gospel lesson takes us to meet with a women who lived a crooked life. No, as far as the Bible tells us she was not a criminal. She was likely a women who for one reason or another, could have been keeping her household, or bearing children, or some sort of injury years before, or even a condition from birth, the women was infirmed with being crooked.


There is a lot that can bend any one of us out of shape; physically, mentally, spiritually.  While the Bible only tells us about her physical infirmity, that she was in this condition for eighteen years leads me to believe that she would have begun to feel and understand herself as crooked, but underneath it all – especially in that age when people saw any ailment as spiritual judgment – how crooked was she in her faith? Did her infirmity lead her to self doubt? To God doubt?


I recently saw an interview with British actor Stephen Fry – whose be a noted atheist - where he was asked to suppose he is brought before God after all his lack of faith and is invited to ask God a question. And he said that he would ask God, “Why children’s bone cancer?” “Why does children’s bone cancer have to exist in order for the universe to work?”


It is not in just the face of our own maladies and conditions that mentality, understanding and faith can become a bit crooked.


And though the interviewer did not have an answer for Stephen’s question I think we do, and I know for certain Jesus does. And he is the answer for this crooked woman. She is bent by a physical ailment that has kept her lame and bent for almost two decades, she would have struggled to see the sky on a clear beautiful day. Imagine not being able to look at a beautiful day with out pain and discomfort.


Jesus bring some glory to her hardship and heals her of her crooked back, but underneath he was also working to really heal her of any crookedness of spirit – and that was happening before they met in the temple that day. For even though the woman’s back was crooked, her way at least was straight, because her way led her to meet Jesus just beyond that temple gate. And though the world sought to condemn her for being healed on the Sabbath day,  

Back in the 16th century a noted physician of what we can call modern medicine Ambroise Paré (1517–1590) “I treated him, God cured him.” And the same is true on our reading today. Christ healed that woman, thought the world could have treated her ailment – and even in that day their were effective ways of treating scoliosis and other bent-back diseases, but Jesus heals where healing happens from the inside out. And even though your back might be straight, if your mind or your spirit is bent, when you’ll sure end up feeling (at least) twisted and bent.

See, there is someone else in this reading today, and that is the temple ruler and for the sake of the play-on-words at least I love the fact that he is the ‘ruler’ because it is the rulers life and way that the woman is compared to. She is healed on the Sabbath and her outward crookedness is straightened, but the priest confronts Jesus about healing on the Sabbath and shows the crookedness of his spirit. This ruler is not straight in his understanding of God’s way. This ruler is bent out of shape about healing on the Sabbath and other rules that he uses God’s rules to build a wall between God and His people. The laws were meant to bring God and God’s people – and all people – closer together with God, not drive us apart or bar us from grace.

All of us – in some way – could do with a bit of healing. So many people today need healing and  a sense that life can be lived (with or without all the stuff that the world says we need in order to live). On our day of rest, we need to welcome healing so that – not by any worldly measure, but to God standards we upright, standing straight and reading and waiting to love and serve God. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 5  Jesus bids us shine 

Benediction 
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Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace

Go now in peace, never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true
Know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith and in love.
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: Memorial Service  Today St. James’ Beersville August 21st, we are also looking forward to seeing you at St Andrew’s Clairville August 28th, we need readers and musical talent for this services. Please speak to Rev. Sutherland if you have ideas or would like to volunteer.
Bible Study – Bev Dunn is starting a ladies bible study titled “Slightly bad girls of the Bible” meeting Monday, Sept. 12th @ 1:30pm. All ladies – of any church or no church – are welcome. Hosted at Bev’s house 3199 Rte 465; please call Bev so materials can be order for you 785-4426 (cost $8-9); 8 weeks study promising to be unique, lots of fun and informative as we see God’s love shown to these Old Testament women in spite of their questionable decisions. 

If you would like to start or host a bible study please contact Rev. Sutherland or speak to one of our church elders.  

Anniversary Celebration –Many thanks to everyone who was a part of the celebration for Jim & Doreen’s 60th Anniversary. You made the day very special!

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. 

Summer/Fall Calendar – Events pamphlets are printed and available by the church entrance. Please share these around the community.
Session – Met this past Wednesday. We are looking to plan some autumn events. Please speak to an elder with your idea. 

Condolences – To the family and friends of Everett Beck. his funeral was held this past Friday from the Pond Memorial Chapel in Harcourt.

The graveside service honouring Walter Brown  will be this coming Saturday at 2pm in Clairville.
Devotionals – our Today books for the summer are available, and Daily Bread devotionals can be arranged with Alf Fillmore. The Presbycan Daily Devotional is available at http://presbycan.ca    

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Tom M., Kirk W. Neil R., Pamela, Paul, George, Carl, Peter
Mission Moments:  A smiling servant of the Lord Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support David and Anna Pandy-Szekeres as they serve with the Hungarian Reformed Church of Sub-Carpathian Ukraine. Through David’s role as coordinator of external missions and mission outreach to Roma communities, David and Anna met Julius, who they describe as their “always-smiling colleague.” Jailed for stealing food to provide for his family, Julius yearned for a connection with God. When he was released, he was eager to serve God in his community, and became a teacher in the Roma kindergarten in Nagydobrony as well as a Sunday worship leader. Anna shares, “We who witness Julius’ life praise Jesus for the gift thathas been given through his smiling servant to the Roma community of Nagydobrony.” 
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