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Service of Worship

August 23rd 2015 – Pentecost 

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 16 Open my eyes Lord 
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Responsive Reading: Psalm 34

1    I£ will extol the LORD at all times;
    his praise will always be on my lips.
2    My soul will boast in the LORD;
    let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
3    Glorify the LORD with me;
    let us exalt his name together.
4    I sought the LORD, and he answered me;
    he delivered me from all my fears.
5    Those who look to him are radiant;
    their faces are never covered with shame.
6    This poor man called, and the LORD heard him;
    he saved him out of all his troubles.
7    The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him,
    and he delivers them.
8    Taste and see that the LORD is good;
    blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.
9    Fear the LORD, you his saints,
    for those who fear him lack nothing.
10    The lions may grow weak and hungry,
    but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
11    Come, my children, listen to me;
    I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12    Whoever of you loves life
    and desires to see many good days,
13    keep your tongue from evil
    and your lips from speaking lies.
14    Turn from evil and do good;
    seek peace and pursue it.
15    The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous
    and his ears are attentive to their cry;
16    the face of the LORD is against those who do evil,
    to cut off the memory of them from the earth.
17    The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them;
    he delivers them from all their troubles.
18    The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
    and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
19    A righteous man may have many troubles,
    but the LORD delivers him from them all;
20    he protects all his bones,
    not one of them will be broken.
21    Evil will slay the wicked;
    the foes of the righteous will be condemned.
22    The LORD redeems his servants;
    no one will be condemned who takes refuge in him.
Children’s Reflection – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 340 Jesus friend so kind & gentle
Scripture: OT – 1 Kings 8:22-43

22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23and said:
“O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way. 24You have kept your promise to your servant David my father; with your mouth you have promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as it is today.
25“Now LORD, God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the promises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a man to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your sons are careful in all they do to walk before me as you have done.’ 26And now, O God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant David my father come true.
27“But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 28Yet give attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, O LORD my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this day. 29May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place. 30Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.
31“When a man wrongs his neighbor and is required to take an oath and he comes and swears the oath before your altar in this temple, 32then hear from heaven and act. Judge between your servants, condemning the guilty and bringing down on his own head what he has done. Declare the innocent not guilty, and so establish his innocence.
33“When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have sinned against you, and when they turn back to you and confess your name, praying and making supplication to you in this temple, 34then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to their fathers.
35“When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have sinned against you, and when they pray toward this place and confess your name and turn from their sin because you have afflicted them, 36then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your people for an inheritance.
37“When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers, or when an enemy besieges them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or disease may come, 38and when a prayer or plea is made by any of your people Israel—each one aware of the afflictions of his own heart, and spreading out his hands toward this temple—39then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive and act; deal with each man according to all he does, since you know his heart (for you alone know the hearts of all men), 40so that they will fear you all the time they live in the land you gave our fathers.
41“As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land because of your name—42for men will hear of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when he comes and prays toward this temple, 43then hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.

            Epistle – Ephesians 6:10-20

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
19Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
Hymn:  BoP 437 Take time to be holy
Scripture: Gospel – John 6:56-69

 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.
60On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?”
61Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit£ and they are life. 64Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.”
66From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
67“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve.
68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”
Sermon: To whom shall we go?

Because Christmas is always a busy time for a clergy family, the Pastor and his wife, had always saved one special gift to exchange on New Year’s Eve. One Dec. 31st morning the pastor’s wife woke up excited because she had dreamed that her husband had given her a beautiful diamond ring on New Year’s Eve.
“What do you think the dream means?” she asked him.

The pastor grinned and said mischievously, “Oh, I have a feeling you will most certainly find out tonight!”

“REALLY!?” she exclaimed, terrifically excited.

“Really, really,” he said, confidently with a smile. 

Will you imagine with me the pastor’s wife – surprise? – when she opened her gift that evening and discovered she now owned a copy of Sigmund Freud’s “The Interpretation of Dreams.”


There is a danger in learning and knowing only what we want to know. To imagine beyond our understanding or to take our beliefs to a place of deep questioning. What does it take to realize we have been ignoring the facts?


Well, in the human condition it usually takes going through some trial and some trouble to figure out we’ve been denying the facts that life put right in front of us. There has been a few times that I have given over to God a prayer that went something like “God, I don’t much thank you for what I am going through right now, but I sure do thank you for the valuable lesson I am learning.”


Jesus disciples were getting tot that point of their relationship with Jesus when they were starting to butt heads with some of Jesus ideas. The cross was looming nearer. Jesus knew what was coming; he knew that part of his purpose was about to fulfilled and he knew the disciples needed a heads up or the fear would shatter and scatter them. 


And so when Jesus spoke of his followers eating his body and drinking his blood, well the first step through the mire of our own misunderstanding is confusion, and the disciples were confused. It wasn’t all stories of shepherds and vineyards with Jesus, it was just miracles and signs, sometimes he put his disciples through the rigor of ‘spiritual calculus’.


Now I took calculus in university. I took it because it was a part of the science degree I had first entered university to get, and even though I took the course and passed the course, I have never felt such brain pain as when I sat down to work on those calculus problems. I know what calculus is, I know what it is for, but I still struggle today to apply its principles in my understanding of the world, and there is apart of me that wants to ignore it altogether.


There is only one really big problem with that way of thinking; it has only been through calculus that human kind has been able to begin to deeply appreciate the intricacy and the vastness of God’s work in creation. How do the seas move? how does a star burn? The vastness of space, to the wonders of the microscopic world, these doors of understanding are opened by the difficult teachings of calculus.


 A man sent his friend a cryptic Christmas card. It said: A B C D E F G H I J K ( ) M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z. The recipient puzzled over it for weeks, finally gave up and wrote asking for an explanation.
In July he received the explanation on a postcard: “No L.”


We cannot step away from even the most difficult teachings, nor should we hide from a challenge to our faith. I know that many of you receive visits from Jehovah Witnesses. There are a number of them in our region, and they have been meeting for long sessions using the high school for a meeting place. When they come to the door many of you welcome them and speak to them, and that is intimidating. There are not too many places where you get a challenge like that now is there? And they only reason they continue to go about their deception, and in spite of them being some of the friendliest people I know, the reason they can continue to do this is because we have yet to convince them of their error, and show them the way back to walking in Christ, and that means that people are going to hell.


That’s a real challenge, and it is the kind of challenge that caused the disciples following Christ to really question whether they could do it anymore. Some fell back and went home. They refused to accept the fullness of the challenge and there fore they refused to accept the fullness of the reward also. 


When it comes to the real work, our reality as Christians, we ought to face the struggle within ourselves and without with courage and preparation. The apostle Paul illustrates it this way: “12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God”. (Ephesians 6:12&13)


A student in of what is known as Clinical Pastoral Education was working in a women's prison with Pentecostal and Baptist women in the meeting-group and congregation. She herself was Presbyterian it was a shock when they would reply as she preached. But she began to like the dialogue with them. "Amen, Sister." 

As a guest preacher she then went to a Presbyterian Church, and wondered if anyone was out in the congregation, because she was not accustomed to such silence. I was tempted to ask them. As people filed out and an old woman gave her an answer when she said, "I sat by the fan, and couldn't hear a word, but I am sure you were fine."


See that’s what we have to watch out for. We cannot be sitting in place where we are content not to know what is going on, or to be so fixated on our own situation that we are not able or open to learning and growing from the people God places in our lives. Learning is not done just because school is out, and work is not finished until it is done, it may wait for you the next day, but it does not go away no matter what title we slap on ourselves, tired, retired, too hot, to busy; you r work fro Christ is still there; your place among his disciples still waits.

When many of the disciples left Jesus and went back to their less complicated lives the faithful few looked to him and asked “To whom shall we go?” They could have gone back to fishing and tax collecting, or moved  on to another preacher. It was all still waiting for them. But they could not see anyone else but Christ in their lives. They knew that though they struggled with what he was teaching them that day, that they would be molded by the challenge of faith into something amazing, that God would even use the dissention among the ranks of disciples to bring about His glory, not simply for God’s self, but for all, for you.


And may the Holy Spirit, which breathes life into all ministry, breathe new life into your calling and purpose that you may have confidence in what you are challenged to do in Christ’s name.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:  
Guest Preachers: Many Thanks  To Bev Dunn and The Rev. Canon Bruce Glencross who looked after worship these past few weeks while Rev. Sutherland has been chaplain to Camp Geddie in Merigomish.
 Update from Presbytery – The presbytery met on June 30th and has agreed to the investigative committee continuing its work into the fall. 
Memorial Services St Andrew’s July 19th 2:30pm, St. James’ August 23rd 2:30pm, St. Mark’s August 30th 1:30pm 

Celebrations – There will be a special celebration for Bill Dunley hosted at Bill’s home on the Fishing Club Road this afternoon 2 to 5pm. All are welcome.

Rexton Lions Nursing Home will be celebrating 40 years of Caring on Saturday, September 12th from 11-2.  We invite the community to celebrate with us with a BBQ, music, photo booth, and things for kids.  

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though while winter expenses are behind us our charge still faces the debt of last year’s deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 249 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace

Go Now in Peace

Go now in peace, never be afraid
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true
Know God will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith and in love.
Our next worship will be: 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Deuteronomy 4, Psalm 15, James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-23

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Alf, Andrew, Tyler & Robbie
Mission Moments Sowing seeds of hope Presbyterians Sharing supports ARISE ministry in Toronto, ON, a mission that ministers to people who need support exiting the sex trade.  When the Rev. Deb Rapport began working with Brooklyn six years ago, Brooklyn was homeless, addicted to crack and involved in the sex trade to support her habit.  Through counseling, friendship and support, Brooklyn journeyed from addiction to sobriety, from homelessness to being housed, from near-death to new life.   Now a new mom attending school, she wants ARISE to share her story so that it might inspire others to reach out for help and to know that they are not alone.  Deb shares, “ARISE Ministry prays that seeds of hope will be planted in the lives of all involved in prostitution; that they may know that change is possible.”  
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