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ORDER OF SERVICE

August 24th  2014 – Pentecost

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 16 Open my Eyes Lord (I want to see Jesus)
Prayer of Approach, Confession & the Lord’s Prayer (debts & debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 138 [pew Bible] 

1    I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart;
    before the “gods” I will sing your praise.
2    I will bow down toward your holy temple
    and will praise your name
    for your love and your faithfulness,
    for you have exalted above all things
    your name and your word.
3    When I called, you answered me;
    you made me bold and stouthearted.
4    May all the kings of the earth praise you, O LORD,
    when they hear the words of your mouth.
5    May they sing of the ways of the LORD,
    for the glory of the LORD is great.
6    Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly,
    but the proud he knows from afar.
7    Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
    you preserve my life;
    you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes,
    with your right hand you save me.
8    The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;
    your love, O LORD, endures forever—
    do not abandon the works of your hands.
Children’s story – in the mirror

Children’s Hymn BoP 437 Take time to be holy
Scripture Readings: OT – Exodus 2:1-10

1Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, 2and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 3But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.
5Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it. 6She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said.
7Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”
8“Yes, go,” she answered. And the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 9Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. 10When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses,£ saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

                          Epistle – Romans 12:1-8

1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual£ act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his£ faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 249 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 16:13-20

13When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
15“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ,£ the Son of the living God.”
17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter,£ and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades£ will not overcome it.£ 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be£ bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be£ loosed in heaven.” 20Then he warned his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
Sermon:  Knowing Who


While the world is becoming more and more interconnected and the power of world media to draw attention to one person over another is dangerous strong, we are not quite at the point where I could absolutely – and with complete confidence say, ‘Everyone in the world knows, or at least has heard of some one person.’ And it may be my Christian bias that brings me to say this, but the only name that I believe all people should at least know, even though they might not believe in him as I do, or we do, or as the Christian churches do, they have at least heard of Jesus; so that when I say Jesus name there is some recognition at least. 


Most other times, it seems, world recognition only comes in the form of infamy; only when someone does something terribly bad or foolish, do they seem to get much attention. If you found out that the whole county was talking about you and your life’s activities, well it would be reasonable to ask your close friends what it was people are saying. You’d want to know if people were saying nice things, or if people were saying mean things. You would want to know most of all if what people were saying was true.


But for Jesus, asking his disciples to share their view of Jesus ministry was also a chance for them to get questions and apprehensions out in the open. Jesus did not want his followers to keep their point of view to themselves. He wanted his disciples to share their issues with Jesus, and also to share what they were hearing with each other.


This last part is something the church has not been doing as well over the last few generations. We all pray, some of our prayers can be more formal than another’s, but

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: insert (NBoP 774) God forgave my sin

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 23 Holy Spirit, On us fall
Next week’s Services

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Exodus 3:1-15, Psalm 26, Rom. 12:9-21, Matt. 16:21-28

Together we rejoice in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 
Memorial Services Looking at dates for Memorial services; 

TODAY! Aug 24th for St. James’, 

Aug 31st  for St. Andrew’s; 

Harcourt Memorial in Harcourt [Pond Chapel] on September 7th

Condolences – of the congregation offered in our shared grief and mourning at the death of former minister and our dear friend John Allison, who passed away peacefully with his family this past week. Pat, their whole family, and the congregations and families that john served are in our thoughts and prayers. 

Pamphlet – our Summer Activities pamphlet is available by the entrance to the church. Please take a copy for visitors and friend and help grow the church in its work, mission and programs.

Corn Boil & Social – September 14th 4pm-6pm hosted at the Beersville Hall. A fellowship with neighbours and friends and to share a good meal of cob corn and potluck treats. Rolls, corn and butter provided. Hope to see you there

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study The Bible study has finished up for the summer, but the materials are available from the church website. www.pccweb.ca/brpc.

Bible School –Bible School has paused till September. Thanks Tanya & Tracy
Community Food Bank – Think about what you will be planting in your garden. Can you plant extra carrots? Potatoes? Let’s all help with what we have.
Givings Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts are available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Marilyn, Ruby, Kent & Dawn, Susie, John Allison & family
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Mission Moments A shining light in Hamilton Almanarah is an Arabic word that means “lighthouse.” With support from Presbyterians Sharing Almanarah Church is sharing Christ’s light with Arabic-speaking people in and around Hamilton, Ontario. This church draws people from many places, including Egypt, Iraq, Sudan and Ethiopia. Members feel a real sense of belonging. A refugee woman started to attend Sunday worship after bringing her four-year-old son to the church’s vacation Bible school. She is happy to be able to read the Bible in her own language. At a recent service, as the children were leaving the chapel for Sunday school with their teacher, a seven-year-old Sudanese boy who attends church with his brother and grandmother excitedly called out, “I love this church!” As the Rev. Amin Mansour says, “What a blessing!”
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