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August 25th 2013 - Pentecost
ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship A&D  16 Open my Eyes Lord

Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: songs 112 Blessed Assurance

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 71 [Pew Bible] 

1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge; let me never be put to shame.
2    Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness; turn your ear to me and save me.
3    Be my rock of refuge, to which I can always go; give the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress.
4    Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,
    from the grasp of evil and cruel men.
5    For you have been my hope, O Sovereign LORD,
    my confidence since my youth.
6    From birth I have relied on you;
    you brought me forth from my mother’s womb.
    I will ever praise you.
7    I have become like a portent to many,
    but you are my strong refuge.
8    My mouth is filled with your praise,
    declaring your splendor all day long.
9    Do not cast me away when I am old;
    do not forsake me when my strength is gone.
10    For my enemies speak against me;
    those who wait to kill me conspire together.
11    They say, “God has forsaken him;
    pursue him and seize him,
    for no one will rescue him.”
12    Be not far from me, O God;
    come quickly, O my God, to help me.
13    May my accusers perish in shame;
    may those who want to harm me
    be covered with scorn and disgrace.
14    But as for me, I will always have hope;
    I will praise you more and more.
15    My mouth will tell of your righteousness,
    of your salvation all day long,
    though I know not its measure.
16    I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD;
    I will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone.
17    Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,
    and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
18    Even when I am old and gray,
    do not forsake me, O God,
    till I declare your power to the next generation,
    your might to all who are to come.
19    Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God,
    you who have done great things.
    Who, O God, is like you?
20    Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter,
    you will restore my life again;
    from the depths of the earth
    you will again bring me up.
21    You will increase my honor
    and comfort me once again.
22    I will praise you with the harp
    for your faithfulness, O my God;
    I will sing praise to you with the lyre,
    O Holy One of Israel.
23    My lips will shout for joy
    when I sing praise to you—
    I, whom you have redeemed.
24    My tongue will tell of your righteous acts
    all day long,
    for those who wanted to harm me
    have been put to shame and confusion.
Children’s story – 
Children’s Hymn: BoP 437 Take time to be holy

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 1:4-10

4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
5    “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
    before you were born I set you apart;
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
6“Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”
7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”

 Hymn of Illumination    insert God forgave my sin

God forgave my sin Freely, Freely Carol Owens

God forgave my sin in Jesus' name,
I've been born again in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His love as He told me to

He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received;

Freely, freely give.’

‘Go in My name, and because you believe,
Others will know that I live.’

All power is given in Jesus' name;
In earth and heaven in Jesus' name,
And in Jesus' name I come to you
To share His power as He told me to
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 13:10-17

10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”
15The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”
17When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.
Sermon: A Ready Refuge

Sometimes it can seem like the world is coming down around you and every word spoken is some kind of judgment being brought upon you. And sometimes it can seem like all the securities and safety precautions just won’t be enough, the savings won’t be enough, the safeguards will not hold.


In the floods in Montreal in the neighbourhood where I used to live – in fact  at the school where I used to attend, in Calgary in my cousin’s neighbourhood when their basement was flooded, and in Toronto when the Don Valley flooded and got up to the doorstep of our church offices. And watching some of the flood footage of this past season’s floods, I remember seeing in each depiction barricaded, broken barricades and dams. Sand bags and all sorts of other materials thrown together to try and stop or redirect the flow of water.


Flooding is a scary thing. Water can move into any crevasse, and will make its own new path as it is drawn heavily down hill with its own weight and the force of gravity moving in immeasurable fluidity. Where do you go? Where can you go to escape when the walls we put up in defense are shown to be feeble?


Simply, house cleaning can be overwhelming, and it can get to a point where you just have to take everything out and clean the space and then only put back what you need. I can tell by the number of yard sales going on that this is something a lot of people are having to do. 


   There are a lot of overwhelming experiences in life. Sickness, grieving a loss of someone or even something; and it can be overwhelming just how overwhelming these things can be. And it is hard to know where to go, and who to talk to, and what to do?


What does our society do when we do not have the answers?


When you don’t know something, what do you do?


Ask your kids and your grand kids. When you did not know something and no one seemed to have the answer you used to go to the dictionary, or get out the encyclopedia, or go to the library. Now, if you don’t have the answer you ‘google’ it, or in other words you type your question and ask the internet for an answer. So just for fun. I typed in two of the key words for today’s sermon:


The word ‘overwhelming’ got 56 500 000 results – now there is irony for you.


The word ‘refuge’ received only 44 100 000 answers to the query. 


This at least tells us that there are lot more cases of being overwhelmed than finding a refuge, and sense of safety. From media to our own interactions with the world we get a sense that the people in the world today have a growing sense of how much trouble we are in and less of a sense of where to go for refuge. 


Why isn’t this message of refuge being shared with a world that obviously needs to hear it? We live in a world in need of healing and hope. Yet the message of safety and refuge in God’s love lies buried behind the lists of tasks we put ahead of faith.  


We still face the hand of the wicked, and the will of evil people; that has not changed from the time today’s psalm was first sung. We need safety against a world of evil, but if we are relying on the walls that we can put up, we will be painfully surprised at the day when those walls are put to the test. Home security, financial security, employment security, secured bonds and retirement savings, walls, fences, implements of war; where is your sense of security centered?


Because so many people, and you’ve seen it happen, have had the rug pulled out from underneath them. There is not a single agency we can trust to the ultimate end to be our refuge and our strength and when all else fails to hold us up against the flood of grief and danger that can come crashing down upon us. And so we need God, and not some easy to take god who we can lock up in a building or a book, but we need the living everlasting all-knowing, all-loving God who reaches out for those people lost in the flood of life and all its worries and doubts, and who puts us in the place of refuge.


A world of bad things can happen to you, but the gift of faith [and faith needs to simply be accepted for this to work] stands more firmly than a wall against the worst trouble. 


The trust that is spoken by the psalmist, you can tell in just reading the psalm, helps the psalmist face a world of trouble. And you are not called to face it alone. God will surround you with love, and love that you can feel. The living Church, the one that transcends all our walls and denominations, is there in times of grief and sorrow offering that refuge. It is the best sign of the goodness we know from friends and family, that the love of God is in the people around us.


And so in times of deepest sadness we see the church come out of hiding, and food is delivered and we visit with each other, and we embrace each other.


God has known you before the world could know you, or you could know yourself. Will he abandon you to the forces of destruction. No, and for that reason we have been given Christ Jesus, who with no day of rest confronts the hardness of our lives and is our refuge and our strength. Amen  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

Memorial Services –Today!! St. James’ August 25th 

Corn Boil! A time of fellowship; hosted at the Beersville Community Hall on Sunday September 15th. See pamphlet for details.

Birth Announcements:

Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. Tables/booths available Yard sale will be a part of the market next week.

Kouchibouguac Market – Saturdays June 29-Aug. 31s, 8-12 full breakfast and sale tables available; call Lucy MacDonald 524-7679 

Bible School – Will start up again in the autumn.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn:   BoP 249 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D  23  Holy Spirit, on us fall 

We stand in the garden of the Lord’s resurrection. We gather to worship as disciples living in the new life in Christ Jesus. We journey on the road with the risen Christ walking beside us; teaching us, reminding us of God’s promises., so that we can share our faith and offer the light of God’s love as a guiding light to the whole world.
Next Week’s Services:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Announcements: 

Memorial Services –Today!! St. James’ August 25th 

Corn Boil! A time of fellowship; hosted at the Beersville Community Hall on Sunday September 15th. See pamphlet for details.

Birth Announcements:

Markets: UpRiver Country Market@ Bass River Hall Starts Next Saturday 9-12; produce, preserves, baking & More - its season running from now until October. Tables/booths available 

Kouchibouguac Market – Saturdays June 29-Aug. 31s, 8-12 full breakfast and sale tables available; call Lucy MacDonald 524-7679 

Bible School – Will start up again in the autumn.

Givings – Our offerings go to support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, our dedicated world missions and upkeep of this building. Also, while there may be Sundays – during the stormy winter – where services are cancelled because of weather, costs remain.  Gifts are receipted to givers for tax purposes.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love.

Our Prayers are for: Ryan, Jody & Whalen, for Raymond, Brandon, Vroni, Jeanne, Savannah, Percy, Brent, Grace, Olga, Bill 
Mission Moment Small loans are making a difference in India
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With the support of Presbyterians, marginalized women in India are turning modest loans and savings into promising futures – just ask Pushpa. After losing her husband in an accident, Pushpa wondered how she would support her two daughters without a source of income. It was not until she discovered a PWS&D-supported program assisting hundreds of women in the slums of Chennai that she was able to take control of her future. Pushpa joined a self-help group and received an initial loan of 20,000 rupees (about $375). With this money, she purchased a cart to sell her vegetables and used the profits to send both of her daughters to school. Last year, PWS&D helped community organizations to form 129 self-help groups – made up of over 1,800 women and men. 

