A Christian Church, A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
http:/pccweb.ca/brpc

Sunday August 30th 2015 –Pentecost

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 5 Blest are they
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 574 With the Lord as my guide 

  BoP 291
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 15 [Pew Bible] 

1    LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
2    He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.
3    He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.
4    In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
5    He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.
KJV 

1    LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary?
    Who may live on your holy hill?
2    He whose walk is blameless
    and who does what is righteous,
    who speaks the truth from his heart
3    and has no slander on his tongue,
    who does his neighbour no wrong
    and casts no slur on his fellowman,
4    who despises a vile man
    but honours those who fear the LORD,
    who keeps his oath
    even when it hurts,
5    who lends his money without usury
    and does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
    He who does these things will never be shaken.
NIV

Children’s story – Who gets to go to church?

Children’s Hymn:  BoP 459 Standing by a purpose true Philip Bliss

Standing by a purpose true
Heeding God's command
Honor them, the faithful few!
All hail to Daniel's band!

Refrain: Dare to be a Daniel
Dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose firm!
Dare to make it known

Many mighty men are lost
Daring not to stand
Who for God had been a host
By joining Daniel's band Refrain

Many giants, great and tall
Stalking through the land
Headlong to the earth would fall
If met by Daniel's band Refrain

Hold the Gospel banner high!
On to vict'ry grand!
Satan and his hosts defy
And shout for Daniel's band Refrain   
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Deuteronomy 4:1-9

1Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you. 2Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you. 3Your eyes have seen what the LORD did because of Baalpeor: for all the men that followed Baalpeor, the LORD thy God hath destroyed them from among you. 4But ye that did cleave unto the LORD your God are alive every one of you this day. 5Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to possess it. 6Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people. 7For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto them, as the LORD our God is in all things that we call upon him for? 8And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day? 9Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons; KJV 

1Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you.
3You saw with your own eyes what the LORD did at Baal Peor. The LORD your God destroyed from among you everyone who followed the Baal of Peor, 4but all of you who held fast to the LORD your God are still alive today.
5See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 6Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?
9Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.
NIV


            NT – James 1:17-27 

17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 18Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
19Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 26If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 27Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
KJV 

17Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
19My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.
26If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 760 Where cross the crowded ways of life




BoP 496

NBoP 528 Jesus calls us here to meet him

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 7:1-8

1Then came together unto him the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem. 2And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault. 3For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of the elders. 4And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. And many other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of cups, and pots, brazen vessels, and of tables. 5Then the Pharisees and scribes asked him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands? 6He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 7Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 8For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. KJV 

1The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and 2saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were “unclean,” that is, unwashed. 3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles. )
5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?”
6He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:
    “‘These people honor me with their lips,
    but their hearts are far from me.
7    They worship me in vain;
    their teachings are but rules taught by men.’
8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.”
NIV

Sermon: The end of tradition

What were those forty years in the wilderness about, when God caused the children of Israel to wander from place to place on their journey home? 

There is the obvious answer. God was wiping out the generations that had sinned at the mountain of God and at the same time was building up the strength and military resolve a nation that was about to conquest a land, and create a whole new culture on the face of the earth firmly founded on the plans, laws and precepts of God. 

That is the easy answer, the other is this. It takes two generations to make tradition; one to create it and the second to say that is the way it has always been done (or should have been done).

Thus the traditions of the law of God were established as a national principle; the traditions of rites and rituals begun that would last for generations and journey through triumph and conquests until arriving upon the day of Christ Jesus our Lord.

Yes, they had been revised, redacted and reformed; but the basic principles of the law and traditions formed under Moses in the wilderness were still in place, and then along comes Jesus who says, “You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.””

 A young boy had some questions for his father after Church one Sunday.
"What does it mean when the Minister prays before he reads the Bible? " "It means he is showing his reverence and love to the Word of God."

"And what does it mean when he finishes the reading and says ‘the Word of the Lord’ and we say ‘thanks be to God’?" "It means we should be thankful for sharing the Word of God too."

"And before his sermon, what does it mean when he took off his watch and put it on the pulpit?" 

"...Absolutely nothing."


There are lots of things we always do at church. Always doing something is not bad. It gets us past the apprehension of not knowing what comes next. We have an order of service, which we change from time-to-time, but generally this order of service is notably the same as one we have shared five years ago, or perhaps through previous ministries of ministers.


There is tradition in our worship, and it seems to serve us well; we pray it serves God well, and that it helps us serve God well. Otherwise tradition becomes an idol that we cling to rather than clinging to God who may be calling us to ingenuity in the practice of our faith. Discerning that path can be difficult because we have a tendency, especially in this and the coming generations of doing for doing’s sake, trying for the sake of saying we tried, and not appreciating the troubles that come from stepping away from tradition.


Tradition gives us a reputation, and when it comes to reputation there are few better tests than the objective test of a light bulb joke. So here is a couple I have found a couple that point in our direction, and speak to our traditions.

How many Calvinists does it take to change a light bulb?
None. God has predestined when the light will be on. Calvinists do not change light bulbs. They simply read the instructions and pray the light bulb will be one that has been chosen to be changed.
How many Presbyterians does it take to change a light bulb?
One to actually change the bulb, and nine to say how much they liked the old one.

Tradition, breeds reputation. People use traditions to explain who they are as a people, a culture, a society, even as families. How many family reunions went on this summer in this region, and what were the ‘always’ that had to be observed at each gathering. 

“Well there is always turkey, what is this fried chicken” 

“Well, its cloudy, but we always have fireworks on the second night” 

“’So-and-So’ always brought their guitar, now who is going to lead the singing?”


The disciples did not wash their hands one day before a meal; now that is not saying that the disciples were not clean people, but the scripture is pretty specific about what is understood in the context to mean clean and unclean, the disciples had not ‘ritually’ washed. The Pharisees were pointing out to Jesus, but they were doing it to demean the character of the disciples, and to put themselves as authorities of cleanliness, implying themselves as authorities of righteousness.


There was a debate a number of years ago about such righteousness in the Alabama after a state representative in Alabama legally redefined the value of pi [Leonard Lee Lawson], based on a reading of the I Kings 7:23 that “the alter font of Solomon's Temple was ten cubits across and thirty cubits in diameter, and that it was round in compass."


Lee Lawson argued that precise measurement was not so important and that changing the value of pi to be 3 rather than the irrational number 3.14 . . . would suit the needs of the public, but more importantly it would follow the Bible. So a warning to anyone riding on tires made in Alabama, they may not be true circles.


You see tradition, especially when it comes to faith and tradition is only good as long as it continues to build up the faith. The Pharisees were using faith as a way of containing the faith in such a way that they could used peoples belief to repressively serve themselves, and their own offices. What about using tradition to give people back a constant in their otherwise inconstant lives? 


We might view Jesus words as irreverent, if we put ourselves in the shoes of the Pharisees who followed tradition as a religion itself. And that there really was the problem that Jesus  was facing. The Pharisees, the Sadducees, God’s people in general were following two religions; on the one hand they believed in God and trusted in God’s promises, on the other hand they were following tradition for the sake of tradition, as though tradition would lead them to a righteousness, a cleanliness, rather than their faith.


But Jesus calls them on this, and us to, to bring us back to the true ‘end’ of tradition. The end of tradition should always be to draw us closer to God, as a careful reminder of God’s ongoing presence through the generations that have preceded us, and that will precede from us in God’s grace as we pass our traditions on. 


The end of tradition is faith.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements:  
Bible study – An offer has been made to host a bible study starting this September on Tuesday evenings on the Emerson road. We are still looking for a start date for this group. 
Update from Presbytery – The presbytery met on June 30th and has agreed to the investigative committee continuing its work into the fall. 
Celebrations – this weekend we welcome the Campbell family who are celebrating a family reunion.

- Open House for Warren Beers’ 100th birthday September 6th 2-5 at his home.
Memorial Services St Andrew’s July 19th 2:30pm, St. James’ August 23rd 2:30pm, St. Mark’s August 30th 1:30pm 
Rexton Lions Nursing Home will be celebrating 40 years of Caring on Saturday, September 12th from 11-2.  We invite the community to celebrate with us with a BBQ, music, photo booth, and things for kids.  

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: :  NBoP 742 Lead on O King eternal

 
 BoP 509
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 29 Go now in peace

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) 

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Proverbs 22, Psalm 146, James 2:1-17, Mark 7:24-37

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Announcements:  
Update from Presbytery – The presbytery met on June 30th and has agreed to the investigative committee continuing its work into the fall. 
Celebrations – this weekend we welcome the Campbell family who are celebrating a family reunion.

- Open House for Warren Beers’ 100th birthday September 6th 2-5 at his home.
Memorial Services St Andrew’s July 19th 2:30pm, St. James’ August 23rd 2:30pm, St. Mark’s August 30th 1:30pm 
Rexton Lions Nursing Home will be celebrating 40 years of Caring on Saturday, September 12th from 11-2.  We invite the community to celebrate with us with a BBQ, music, photo booth, and things for kids.  

Participation in Worship – Readings for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  , Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Andrew, Robbie, Tyler, Freda & everyone traveling and vacationing through the summer season
Mission Moments If you’re scared, go to Stew’s Presbyterians Sharing supports Saskatoon Native Circle Ministry as it reaches out to homeless people through counseling, a clothing bank, a weekly worship service and a drop-in centre where people can come for food, coffee, a visit and sometimes a prayer and a hug.  Program Manager Dylon Nipp shares, “Trust is a huge thing around here, and these people will not open up to you if they don’t trust you or know you by name.”  Dylon describes the drop-in centre as a house of comfort, where people know they will be safe. He has even heard people on the street say, “If you’re scared, go to Stew’s.  They’ll protect anyone.” The Rev. Stewart Folster adds, “Pray for us.  When you think of us, think about John 21:17, where Jesus says, ‘Feed my sheep.’ Our vision is to feed the people more than food.”
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