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ORDER OF SERVICE

Pentecost 10

August 5th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: Will be starting up again in September. 

Summer Memorial Services –August 26th, St. James Beersville 2:30pm

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Call to Worship  As the deer pants (NBoP 27)
As the deer pants for the water,
So my soul longs after You.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship You.


Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield;
To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire,
And I long to worship You.


You're my friend and You are my brother
Even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other,
So much more than anything. Refrain

I want You more than gold or silver,
Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver,
And the apple of my eye. Refrain

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

O Heavenly Lord, We have come together to celebrate as one people, and be
one family through Christ, and to praise and glorify you. Let this be a time of rejoicing in the gifts we have been given, and that we have been given in purpose to share. Lord watch us and enjoy our celebration of the way we live in the resurrection we have in Christ. 


O Lord and Saviour, Let this time of worship be for us a preparation, a reminder of our service in your name and those we are called to serve. Let us now dear Lord as one people, be readied in this time for all that lies ahead.


For we know, O Lord, that this world has many pitfalls, and too often we are trapped in sin by the deception of the adversary, and in this misuse of the free- will you have given we plunge deeper into the cavern of sin.


Draw us up, dear Lord, in this time of worship, and strengthen us by your Holy Spirit. As we are your people in service, song and fellowship let us also be your people who recognize you as our only true judge, as we lay before you our sins. . . 

In prayer we lay down our load,

And pray You will take us in,

For we have been dirtied on this road,

And bear a mark of sin.

Cleanse us from this stain we pray,

That our worship might be true,

And be with us now and from this day,

As we are in you renewed.

Lord hear our prayers, as we offer them together using the words your son taught us; Our Father . . .

Opening Praise: songs 12 Church in the wildwood

  {overhead} 
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 51 west  branch reads out of their pew bible, Beersville out of the back of the Book of Praise[BoP 638] 

1    Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.
2    Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
3    For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.
4    Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
5    Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
6    Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.
7    Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
8    Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.
9    Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.
10    Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
11    Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
12    Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.
13    Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
14    Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.
15    O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall show forth thy praise.
16    For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.
17    The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
18    Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.
19    Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 357 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds

             BoP 249

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13

26And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. 27And when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and bare him a son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD.
1And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 2The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: 3But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 4And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 5And David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: 6And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 7And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 8And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. 9Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 10Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 11Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. 12For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. 13And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. kjv

26When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. 27After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the LORD.
1The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.
4“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”
5David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 6He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”
7Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’
11“This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. 12You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’”
13Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. NIV

       Epistle – Ephesians 4:1-16

1I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
2With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 7But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 8Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
KJV

1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
7But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8This is why it says:
    “When he ascended on high,
    he led captives in his train
    and gave gifts to men.” 

9(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 330 O God our help in ages past
BoP 87 

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 6:16-35

 16And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea, 17And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. 18And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 19So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. 20But he saith unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 21Then they willingly received him into the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went.
22The day following, when the people which stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was none other boat there, save that one whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone; 23(Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks:) 24When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 25And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? 26Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 27Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.
28Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 29Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 30They said therefore unto him, What sign showest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 31Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 32Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
KJV

16When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, 17where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum. By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. 18A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough. 19When they had rowed three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” 21Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they were heading.
22The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone away alone. 23Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.
25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”
26Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.”
28Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”
29Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
30So they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”
32Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
34“Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.”
35Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 
NIV

Sermon: Our Thirst
{Need cups, and a couple of jugs of water, and some people to walk up and down the isles}

Is anybody thirsty? Today we have some refreshment to go along with the sermon.

Now before you drink the water, my challenge for you is to hold off as long as you think you can before you take a sip.

In the midst of a hot a dry summer it is nice to have moments of refreshment.

It is nice to feel that cool sensation trickling down a parched throat.

If you have been working hard, or maybe if you were over dressed. It is a good thing when you can simply reach out and grab a nice cool cup of water.

And when you are hungry, the same is true. 

It is hard some Sundays, when you know there is a great big picnic lunch, or a roast slowly cooking up in the over, it is hard to sit there quietly and patiently waiting for the sermon to end so you can rush home to a delicious meal. 

It is hard to have all this temptation, to have a drink from the nice refreshing water that’s in your own hands, even now, but of course my challenge was to see how long you wait until you drink it.

I however, I think I will have a sip [take a sip of water]. Ahhh, That’s better!

Still you hold onto your cup. I mean the challenge is to see who will last the longest, isn’t it.

That is the way we act as Christians sometimes. Sometimes we can get so wrapped up in being able to be good by ourselves that we forget to accept the forgiveness that Christ offers us to make us truly refreshed. 

We are thirsty, but we are thirsty for the drink that quenches us from sin.

But sometimes we just try and hold out, don’t we. We want to hold out so that we can prove to ourselves and to God that we really did not mean the wrong we did, that we really can make up for the sins we have committed. But no matter how many times we try and wash that thirst away, it always comes back. Every time.

King David; good and mighty and righteous King David, he did so much good, and so much of what God wanted him to do. But, he did some bad, some very bad things. Adultery, and then murder, and then he tried to cover it up with a wedding. David’s sin overcame him and he began to thirst for righteousness he could not have on his own anymore. 

Though our sins might not seem as severe as David’s, but maybe for some of us they are, we like David thirst after righteousness. 

How’s your water? Looks pretty good. 

If you want that drink, if you need that refreshment, why aren’t you taking a drink? Is it only because I gave you a challenge? Is it only because you wanted to seem as though you were tough and good enough not to REALLY want and perhaps even need that drink of water.

In Christ we are called to be completely gentle and humble, as our Lord and Saviour was. We do not presume a salvation over the one we have in him, and we cannot dictate the terms of that salvation. We do presume to know enough, and we are able to derive some secret code from God’s word to make our own salvation. There are a lot of people, people who call themselves Christians, who act this way. Paul, the apostle Paul, disagrees with that way of being a follower of Christ. Paul challenges the church to look and see that it not only needs the forgivness offered in Jesus, but it especially needs to ADMIT that it needs forgiveness; that we need forgiveness.

It is good to say to God, in prayer, in praise, in life, that we accept the forgiveness; but it is so important to admit to ourselves, and even to each other, to admit that we NEED God’s forgiveness. We are thirsty! We are thirsty and dried out like the bones in the valley, and we need the refreshment, the new life that lifts us up from the stain of our sin and the shadow of death itself.

Go ahead and have drink. Drink and be refreshed! And of you need more, ask for more. In the same way, ask, and receive in fullness the answer to all our prayers; receive the forgiveness that is already yours in Christ. Admit your need for Christ, and receive that forgiveness that comes from God.

So let that love that flowed down in sacrifice save you from your sins. Let the trust of God’s grace fill you up with new ness of life.

Christ Jesus came, not to fill our bellies, or even to fill our minds, but most of all to fill our spirits and make us whole again, as people and as people together, as we are raised from the desert of our sin to walk again in God’s paradise.


And that is what awaits us, by the cool refreshing streams that flows from the fountain of God. A new paradise, as we are made into a new creation, where we are called to be with our Lord and God forever. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Dear Father in Heaven,


We have so many things to thank you for. The trees around us are lush and the harvest appears to be rich. The company we keep here is true, and is a sharing of your presence. This place in your world in which we live offers us freedom in our worship. Lord for all of this we are truly thankful.


For there are many places Lord, where your praise is hidden as in the first days; where the congregations gather at great risk. Lord, as we pray for their safety. Remind us that so much of what is the function of the Church in the world and its witness in you, is the bearing of the cross you bore. Remind us, that the freedom we enjoy is not even the freedom you and your disciples enjoyed, but that their faith stood out in the midst of that unbelieving world, as we must. Lord, we are thankful for their resounding witness, and we pray for strength as we face persecutions for your sake.


Lord, we pray also for children, who are so wrongfully persecuted and abused in the sin of this world. We pray for those in war torn countries, in situations of slavery, in abusive homes, in homes that do not rejoice in your love. Lord, grant them you peace, your strength and hope in you for a better today, everyday. Lord, for the parents in these families, grant them the wisdom to find ways of protection for all of their family.


Lord and for those who call themselves to be parents unto whole nations, we pray that you might grant them the same wisdom as Solomon, and lead all the nations of the world in your light. We pray, that the nations of the world hiding from your love arise into the fellowship that we can all share; for you are waiting to receive all of your lost children home again. 


Lord, as your faithful people, we thank you for the health that we enjoy and has made it possible for us to come together in this time of worship. Lord, we pray for those who were once gathered with us here but now rest at home or in special care. We pray that they might feel the same healing that your Son and our Saviour offered your people when he came to them in both flesh and Spirit, human and divine, and then gave up his life for our sakes and the cleansing from our sins.


Lord, be our Guide in the coming week, when we feel like setting aside what we have learned in life for a deceptively easy path. Continue to guide us onward in the light of eternal life, in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Lord our God, we bring these gifts as our offering before you that they may, with all the gifts we give in service to you, be here blessed and from used to your will and to the sharing of your good news, and the building up of the kingdom in the lives that surround us. Lord, we pray this in Jesus name, Amen

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 651 Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah

  


BoP 504

Benediction 

Dismissal: [bulletin cover] Holy Spirit, on us fall
Holy Spirit, on us fall, 

As we go fulfill our call, 

Serving God by loving all, 

Alleluia! Christ our Saviour.

Holy Spirit, with us stay,

Teach us what we ought to say,

Guard and keep us in the Way.

As we follow, Christ our Saviour.

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Bible Study: Will be starting up again in September. 

Summer Memorial Services –August 26th, St. James Beersville 2:30pm

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time this week to look at the church web page [www.pccweb.ca/brpc]. It is updated each week and has all the services back through to the early autumn, as well as bible study material.
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Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry and upkeep of this building.  
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moments CANADA: Feeding body and spirit Livingstone Church has been serving Montreal’s Park Extension community for over 100 years. Our gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help this church to serve a diverse congregation and welcome people from various nationalities, cultures and backgrounds. At a weekly lunch program, church members join guests for lunch and conversation. Stories and prayers are shared, and connections are made as people get to know one another. Guests receive spiritual and emotional support, which is often more urgent than the need for physical food. Let us pray for Livingstone as it reaches out to its community with the love of Christ. 

