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Afternoon Prayer Service

Public Service of Baptism

Of

James Harry Sutherland

Born March 8th 2016

Son of 

The Rev. ‘Sandy’ A.D. & Marly Sutherland 

Hosted at 8 Wry Lane, Bass River , New Brunswick

July 17th 2016

Welcome & Opening Prayer

Scripture: Luke 18:15-22

15People were also bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 17I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”
18A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
19“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 20You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’£”
21“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.
22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
Hymn – Down to the River
Chorus As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown?
Good Lord show me the way!
   O sisters let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
O sisters let's go down
Down in the river to pray Chorus
 O brothers let's go down . . .Chorus
  O fathers let's go down. . .Chorus
    O mothers let's go down. . .Chorus

Scripture: Colossians 2:9-19 

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature,£ not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.
13When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature,£ God made you£ alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.£
16Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. 17These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 18Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions. 19He has lost connection with the Head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow.
Reflection

Because of Jesus I cannot talk about James’ baptism without considering my own. It is one thing to talk about the baptism of a little child, but it is something far more real to consider the baptized church. There is a transformation that we are making in James, by being the body of Christ around him, that we ought not forget that we should also be for the people around us in our church, in our communities and in the world. 


In baptism we are made into something – someone - who is apparently different, apparently distinct, and deeply connected to the rest of the baptized body. But it is more than apparent. We are distinct and different in a way even more real than circumcision. As the campfire hymn says, “They will know we are Christians by our love” so they will know Jamie as a child of God and disciple of Christ by the love he shares with all of you and goes on to share in world as he lives his life of faith, in faith.

Just as when you meet someone new, they might ask you who you father was, or who your mother was or who their families were; in the same way, as people getting to really know Jamie – or any of us - ought to come to a point where they say, “Now, whose you church family? You obviously have a church family.” ‘Who are you brothers & sisters in Christ?”

That’s what we are here today to give Jamie here. We are here today to recognize for Jamie the special relationship he has, and will have, with his Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ. We also recognize our own relationship with Christ, and in so doing we share the answer to the world’s questions, as Jamie comes to identify who he is, he can say, “These are my brothers and my sisters. This is the relationship with people that defines who I am, and what kind of person I will be for them and for Christ.”

“Baptism points back to the work of God, and forward to the life of faith.” 

J. Alice Motyer 

The Sacrament of Baptism

Baptism is not of our doing or deserving. It is a sacred gift from God.  In the sacrament of Baptism the Church recognizes God's act of self-giving in Jesus Christ. We receive this gift with reverent joy, and respond in faith and obedience.
*Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   (Matthew 28:18-20).

In the Gospel we read, "They brought children for him to touch.  The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you: whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.'  And he put his arms around them, laid his hands on them, and blessed them." (Mark 10:13-16)
The Baptism of James Harry Sutherland

The Minister says:

Who is it that comes to be baptized?

The Elder says: On behalf of Joint Session, of the Bass River Pastoral ChargeI would like to present Sandy & Marly, who are bringing their child James Harry Sutherland for Christian baptism today.

The Minister says: 

Sandy, Marly do you desire baptism for your child?

We do

Sandy & Marly, as parents, do you together affirm your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your lives together and the raising of your child?

We do

Do you promise to raise your child in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ within the home and the fellowship of the church?  





We do

In presenting your child for baptism today, you are asking on his behalf; that he will be recognized as a member of Christ’s Church, and the household of faith. 

And so with this fellowship of believers, confess your faith, and affirm your call as loving parents, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask the congregation to stand, and turn to the back of your hymnbooks to number [BoP 616] and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the virgin Mary

Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven, 

And sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

The Holy Catholic Church; The communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body;

And the life ever lasting. Amen

To Jamie Brothers: 

David & Jack, 

Will you promise to be the best big brother for Jamie?

Do you promise to love him, and look out for him?

Will you teach him what you learn, especially lessons love, and of God and Jesus and God’s Holy Spirit?

I will

To the family:

Do you, in the fellowship of this family, promise to aid these parents in the love they show this child, reminding and encouraging them in the promises made today, and in your service share with this child the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

We do

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture James - by word and deed - with love and in prayer - encouraging him to follow Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid these parents in the love they show this child, reminding and encouraging him in the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, sharing with this child in the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To parents and the congregation: May God bless you and give you grace to fulfil the promises made this day.
Let us pray . . .

Loving and eternal God, by water we know life, and while you craft us from the clay and dust our life is joined and flows through water. In the beginning, your Holy Spirit moved over the waters, and from the midst of its chaos, you gave order and life to your planet earth.  In the time of Moses, you led your people out of slavery through the waters of the sea, making covenant with them in a new land.  In the fullness of time you sent Jesus Christ, who was formed in the water of a woman's womb.  In the water of Jordan, Jesus was baptized and anointed by your Holy Spirit.  In his ministry to the world, Jesus offered living water to the woman of Samaria, washed the feet of his disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Spirit.  And now, with your people of all times and places, we wait with eager longing as we look for the kingdom of God, from which will flow the river of life for the healing of the nations.  Gracious God, by the gift of water and your Holy Spirit you sustain all life.  

By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may all who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.  Pour out your Spirit upon James and call upon him that he may be joined together to be a royal priesthood in Christ; living in newness of life, sustained by your Word and, renewed at your Table; to continue forever as a servant of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever, Amen.

By what name have you named this child?

The parents reply:



James Harry Sutherland
 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying: 

James Harry (Sutherland) I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church today.

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

This new member is received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Jamie in Christ's name:  

(The Aaronic Blessing #606 BoP; #)

The Lord bless thee and keep thee; 


the Lord make his face shine upon thee,



and be gracious unto thee; 


the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee 


and give thee his peace.

The Minister returns the child to the parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, for the Lord has worked to grow this family. 
We thank you all for coming and hope you will stay for a time of refreshment and fellowship following the service. 

Hymn – What a friend we have in Jesus

  What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

   Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful / who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

   Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he'll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there.
Blessing & Benediction
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