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ORDER OF SERVICE

Advent III – Joy

November 30th 2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Joy
Opening Praise: BoP 113 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [Pew Bibles] 

1    When the LORD brought back the captives to£ Zion,
    we were like men who dreamed.£
2    Our mouths were filled with laughter,
    our tongues with songs of joy.
    Then it was said among the nations,
    “The LORD has done great things for them.”
3    The LORD has done great things for us,
    and we are filled with joy.
4    Restore our fortunes,£ O LORD,
    like streams in the Negev.
5    Those who sow in tears
    will reap with songs of joy.
6    He who goes out weeping,
    carrying seed to sow,
    will return with songs of joy,
    carrying sheaves with him.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 130 O little town of Bethlehem 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 61:1-11
     

1    The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.

    He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,{sep. the blind} 

2    to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favour and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,

3    and provide for those who grieve in Zion — to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.

    They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendour.

4    They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.

5    Aliens will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards.

6    And you will be called priests of the LORD, you will be named ministers of our God.

    You will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast.

7    Instead of their shame my people will receive a double portion,

    and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance;

    and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs.

8    “For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity.

    In my faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them.

9    Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed.”

10    I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God.

    For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11    For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.

       Epistle – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
19Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind of evil.
23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.
25Brothers, pray for us. 26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 27I charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers.
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
      Gospel – John 1:10-20

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent, {gk. of bloods} nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, [gk. only begotten] who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, {gk. only begotten [some manuscripts show variant]} who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.
19Now this was John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ. {gk. Christos; heb/ar. Messiah – meaning anointed one}”
Communion Hymn:  BoP 136 Child in a manger – Alternate Lord of the Dance

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Sermon: Full

The apostle Paul did an amazing job as he ended his letters to the churches. In our day-and-age, when communication is easily done, we perhaps do not take the time to be as elegant and encompassing in our letter writing as Paul was when he wrote to the churches.  


But Halmark & Carlton cards could use a man like Paul. This past week I was going over the shelves of cards in some of our local stores and finding the perfect words to give to a friend on a special occasion – Cecil Symes’ 70th birthday party – and it is not easy to find those words. It can be harder to write those words yourself, rather than pick them from the shelf, because the hope of those words is not just to mark the occasion, but to bring about a sense of happiness, to create happiness and joy in another’s life; at least that is what the cards companies are counting on.


To bring out [evoke] or even to create a sensation of joy in someone else’s life is a difficult task. It doesn’t just happen. Joy cannot be created when we are being selfish; it doesn’t take root when we only want people to be happy so we don’t feel guilty about our own happiness. To create joy we must create the conditions where people feel understood, appreciated, and most of all loved.


What is the difference between joy and happiness. Why don’t we just call this happy Sunday in our advent calendar, and leave it at that? And on Happy Sunday we could tell jokes and laugh, so here goes:

· How many members of an established Bible-teaching church that is over 20 years old does it take to change a light bulb?  One to actually change the bulb and nine to say how much they liked the old one.

· A preacher visits an elderly woman from his congregation. As he sits on the couch he notices a large bowl of peanuts on the coffee table. "Mind if I have a few?" he asks.
      "No, not at all!" the woman replied.
      They chat for an hour and as the preacher stands to leave, he realizes that instead of eating just a few peanuts, he emptied most of the bowl. "I'm terribly sorry for eating all your peanuts, I really just meant to eat a few."
      "Oh, that's all right," the woman says. "Ever since I lost my teeth all I can do is suck the chocolate off them."
· A minister and his wife were celebrating his fifty fifth birthday, and the minister said: “55, I guess that means I am middle aged.” A little amazed his wife derisively replied, “You really plan to live to a 110?!”

· There was a pastor who used a standard liturgy for funerals. To personalize each service, he uses the Find and Replace command on his computer to replace the name of the deceased from the previous funeral with the new name.
      The next morning, the funeral was going smoothly until the Apostle's Creed. "Jesus Christ," the congregation read from the program, "born of the Virgin Charlotte..."

And that is fun. Sharing humour and telling jokes is fun. How is it lasting though? The difference between joy and happiness is that happiness comes in doses, lasts for a season - a while - and then is gone, and happiness doesn’t so much fill your life as get you by. 


What would you like to be filled with this Christmas season?

Joy, once it is given, it is yours forever and the only way you can stop feeling joy is if you put it down. Joy is pleasure, it is happiness, it is glee, it is exhilaration and exuberance. It is not one or the other but all of them and that is meant to be God’s gift to you.

 This is what John the Baptist spoke about when talked of the coming Messiah. Christ’s coming was not meant to just make us feel happy, but as we read in verse sixteen, “From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another.” That’s joy; a full, fulfilled, fulfilling grace that displays in one blessing after another.

Christmas morning always had one part of the day that was kinds sad for me when I was growing up, and it still is in some ways. I have a strategy on Christmas morning. Don’t open up the gifts too fast because . . . you run out of gifts. I consider it a part of my maturing that I don’t rage under the tree looking to tear open each package, but that I open each package, appreciating the wrapping, and look over each gift to get a sense of the thought behind it. But the point still comes when there is only one last present is waiting there, and I know that this fun is over. Oh, there will be time for candy and toys and putting things together for the boys, but for the unwrapping the fun was over. See the unwrapping of the presents, well that was the happiness of the day, but when I take but a single moment to remember what all this excitement is for. Not even the enjoyment in the fun and excitement of the children compares to the joy that Christ’s coming is meant to create in you. 

And even though it is our favourite meal of the year, Christmas dinner – with turkey and dressing, every kind of savory vegetable, rich gravies and sauces, not to mention the courses of desserts that follow, does not and cannot – by itself – evoke that real feeling of joy.

I believe deeply that it is a wonderful tradition to exchange gifts and enjoy feasts, but in order be drawn into joy we need to step into the promise of the Christ that all these things symbolize. The joy that comes in Christ is that promised joy spoken of in our psalm today where it reads: “Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations,  “The LORD has done great things for them.”” 


It’s not just about being happy, but in being so filled with joy that laughter just happens, that song just happens, and no matter how much we laugh or sing, we can never be exhausted.


Joy is our reaction to God’s love. Love that can come to us in a small a morsel as a little piece of bread, or a small sip of wine or juice, it can come through the sprinkles of water or a rushing flood, but however God’s love comes to us it fills our lives to overflowing.


And so in Christ another psalms is fulfilled as a prophecy, in Psalm 23 we are told of our joy in God’s anointed, and the word Christ does mean literally anointed one, and so when we live and have our lives centered on Jesus the Christ, the messiah, the anointed one of God, we receive this gift: “You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion – Dec. 7th Zion, Dec. 14th St. Andrew’s & St. Mark’s, Dec 21st St. James

A Living Nativity – “Bethlehem” [Thank you everyone who came out to celebrate the birth of Christ at the living Nativity. A special thanks goes out to Garth & Heather, Bonar & Beulah Morton who opened up their home and place of business as well as their team of helpers and planners who worked so hard.

Bible Study The Nativity Bible study is available.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in our memory.

Christmas Eve- The Christmas Story service - is 4 o’clock at Zion Church in West Branch. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. James’ Church in Beersville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

Candlelight Service – planning meeting will be Dec. 17th at 7pm @ the manse (3279 Route 465). Need music & stories to share. Service Jan. 4th 7pm
PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 
Community RLNH: Bake/Craft/Book Sale Dec 10, 1:30-300 pm Proceeds for Resident’s Activities Donations greatly appreciated Christmas Service December 21st, 3pm
Santa’s Helpers – Thanks for your help in this year’s drive, helping children from a newborn to 8 years old with gifts of toys and clothes and special personal items that will make life a little easier, and also more fun too. God Bless you all
Pageant – Clairville Community Centre will be hosting a Christmas Pageant on Dec 21st at 2pm. All are invited. Enjoy as the children display the joy of the season
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 125 Shepherds in the fields abiding

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 3] See amid the winter’s snow
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, Psalm 80, Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Communion – Dec. 7th Zion, Dec. 14th St. Andrew’s & St. Mark’s, Dec 21st St. James

A Living Nativity – “Bethlehem” [Thank you everyone who came out to celebrate the birth of Christ at the living Nativity. A special thanks goes out to Garth & Heather, Bonar & Beulah Morton who opened up their home and place of business as well as their team of helpers and planners who worked so hard.

Bible Study The Nativity Bible study is available.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in our memory.

Christmas Eve- The Christmas Story service - is 4 o’clock at Zion Church in West Branch. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. James’ Church in Beersville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

Candlelight Service – planning meeting will be Dec. 17th at 7pm @ the manse (3279 Route 465). Need music & stories to share. Service Jan. 4th 7pm
PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 
Community RLNH: Bake/Craft/Book Sale Dec 10, 1:30-300 pm Proceeds for Resident’s Activities Donations greatly appreciated Christmas Service December 21st, 3pm
Santa’s Helpers – Thanks for your help in this year’s drive, helping children from a newborn to 8 years old with gifts of toys and clothes and special personal items that will make life a little easier, and also more fun too. God Bless you all
Pageant – Clairville Community Centre will be hosting a Christmas Pageant on Dec 21st at 2pm. All are invited. Enjoy as the children display the joy of the season
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Althea, Susie, Sarah, Florence, 
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“There’s one Christmas carol that’s suitable for my
voice. The one where the dogs bark Jingle Bells.”



Mission Moments World AIDS Day The PCC, through Presbyterian World Service & Development, supports HIV and AIDS programs that fight stigma and discrimination, teaching and equipping people to prevent the spread, and providing home-based care and medications to help those living with the disease cope. PWS&D works with partners to prevent the transmission between mother and child, provide counseling and testing, and support and care for orphans and vulnerable children. Take the lead, inspire others to learn more, and raise funds for PWS&D’s AIDS programs. 
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