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ORDER OF SERVICE

Advent III – Joy

December 15th 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Joy
L: In this season of Advent, we celebrate God’s joy.

P: Knowing that Christ is coming,

to bring healing and wholeness to the world,

is a source of genuine delight!

L: When we gather for worship it is a celebration,

an opportunity to rejoice in all that God is doing

among us and beyond us.

P: Our lives are marked by laughter and friendship,

as we love our neighbours with wide smiles and open arms.

L: Even when we face difficulty and trouble

we sing a song of faith,

confident that Jesus is able

to redeem our suffering world.

P: Together, we are a sign of God’s joy for the world.

(The candle is lit)

L: Let us pray:

P: God of transformation,

we rejoice that you lift up the lowly

and fill the hungry with good things.

We marvel at your power to

change hearts and lives.

Fill us with your Spirit this season

so that our voices declare

your goodness

and our lives proclaim your mercy

in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Opening Praise: BoP 142 Unto us a child is born { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHdTeKXxc-I  }

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 146 [BoP 626] 

1    Praise the LORD. 

    Praise the LORD, O my soul.
2    I will praise the LORD all my life;
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
3    Do not put your trust in princes,
    in mortal men, who cannot save.
4    When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
    on that very day their plans come to nothing.
5    Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the LORD his God,
6    the Maker of heaven and earth,
    the sea, and everything in them—
    the LORD, who remains faithful forever.
7    He upholds the cause of the oppressed
    and gives food to the hungry.
    The LORD sets prisoners free,
8    the LORD gives sight to the blind,
    the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down,
    the LORD loves the righteous.
9    The LORD watches over the alien
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
10    The LORD reigns forever,
    your God, O Zion, for all generations.
    Praise the LORD.
NIV

Children’s story – A storm is coming

Children’s Hymn: BoP 130 O little town of Bethlehem { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQoEwiOttYo }

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 35:1-10

1    The desert and the parched land will be glad;
    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
    Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom;
    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.
    The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
    they will see the glory of the LORD,
    the splendor of our God.
3    Strengthen the feeble hands,
    steady the knees that give way;
4    say to those with fearful hearts,
    “Be strong, do not fear;
    your God will come,
    he will come with vengeance;
    with divine retribution
    he will come to save you.”
5    Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6    Then will the lame leap like a deer,
    and the mute tongue shout for joy.
    Water will gush forth in the wilderness
    and streams in the desert.
7    The burning sand will become a pool,
    the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
    In the haunts where jackals once lay,
    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.
8    And a highway will be there;
    it will be called the Way of Holiness.
    The unclean will not journey on it;
    it will be for those who walk in that Way;
    wicked fools will not go about on it. 

9    No lion will be there,
    nor will any ferocious beast get up on it;
    they will not be found there.
    But only the redeemed will walk there,
10    and the ransomed of the LORD will return.
    They will enter Zion with singing;
    everlasting joy will crown their heads.
    Gladness and joy will overtake them,
    and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

       Epistle – Philippians 1:15-26

15It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out of goodwill. 16The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. 17The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains. 18But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is preached. And because of this I rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 128 See amid the winter’s snow { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPgo-UfyJgc  }

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 1:46-57

46And Mary said:
    “My soul glorifies the Lord
47    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48    for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
    From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49    for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
50    His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
51    He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52    He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53    He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54    He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55    to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    even as he said to our fathers.”
56Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.
57When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy.
Sermon: Sharing in joy

Little Sally-May had heard that all God’s animals worship God. So one morning she went and walked around her Grampy’s farm-yard and looked for this. She wanted to see if any of the animals could go to her Grampy’s church. She saw the heard the rooster and said, “He’s too loud and flashy!”, the saw the young mare and stallion galloping through the field by the barn, but they were too fast and too strong.” “from the pecking hens, to the quacking ducks, the animals all seemed to be too loud, too flashy, too something . .

But then Sally-may came ‘round the corner and there was the perfect example, why just like the people in her Grampy’s church, why just like Grampy even, and she ran to get he Grampy and show him.


Well there in the corner of the yard was the old donkey, sullen and kicking the dust. As they rounded the corner of the barn little Sally-May said, “Just like you Grampy! Bet the donkey could come to church to worship God.”


Still, let’s not tease about the donkey too much. They have their place in the bible stories of our joy in the season, and the history of faith. But the little story of Sally-May raises a point. Does our worship, and our life as a church, reflect our proclamation of joy?

At a conference at a Presbyterian church in Omaha people were given helium filled balloons and told to release them at some point in the opening service when they felt like expressing the joy in their hearts. Since they were Presbyterians, they weren't accustomed to saying things like "Hallelujah!” &  “Praise the Lord." And so, all through the service a number of balloons rose to bump into the ceiling. Still at the end a third of the balloons were still being held onto. Share your joy! How long have you been holding onto your balloon?

The Apostle Paul could have written for Hallmark or Carlton greeting cards. When he is talking about being beaten, persecuted, rejected and imprisoned he turns it around and says that it makes him joyful, that he has cause to rejoice. He might not have any reason to be happy, but given the circumstances what Paul says in Philippians, in our reading today for example, “Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19for I know that through your prayers and the help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. ” Paul turns everything around from sorrow into joy.


See Paul has tapped into something. He has discovered that the well of sorrow is shallow seeming to stretch out over our whole lives, and while we can live in sorrow, there is not quality to a life lived that way even though we put the mask of happiness on from time to time, but there is a well, that dives deep into our lives, a well that no matter where we are in life its wellspring can bring us back tot hat moment when we felt the most alive and do so in an instant. When good things happen around you it can make you happy. When bad things happen it makes you sad. This is a lesson we learn when we are very young, and understanding that our happiness and sadness comes from how we are effected by the world also teaches us when we need to stand up to the sadness of the world and be courageous, and when we can jump on the band wagon and celebrate the good times with the people around us. 

 
But joy is something different.


Jesus points to joy in the encounter with the woman at the well in Samaria. She would be the woman who had seen a road of sorrow. Trouble after trouble and broken relationships one after another, seeking joy but mistaking it for happiness. But what Jesus offers her is not more happiness. What he offers in return for her gift of gracious water, is a well-spring of eternal life. That is joy, and you see it suddenly in her reaction to what Jesus says. She is joyed, she is overjoyed, she returns to her hometown rejoicing. That is the difference.


This is the difference between the way people react to each other most of the time and the way they react to Jesus. The real change that Jesus brings about is not simply curing the illness on the outside where people can see, but he opens the floodgates so that joy may burst forth from deep inside. Composer Richard Wagner once said that “Joy is not in things; it is in us.”


We are not going to find joy in any of the Christmas presents, but if someone is wise, and knows us well, they may stumble upon that item that will open up that well-spring that taps the deep inside feeling of freedom and of the limitlessness of life. Yes it is joy that makes us feel young again, though all the world in all our responsibilities and duties and jobs can seem to weigh us down at times, joy is the feeling of being lifted up by love from deep inside.


So we come to the joy of Mary and Elizabeth; for what was happening to them was more than a happy occasion. What was there to be happy about exactly, yes they were pregnant, but their partners in life, husband and betrothed, they both seemed rather absent from this, Joseph questioning the relationship and Zechariah questioning himself and his own deep faith. Elizabeth could have been facing a difficult delivery, for with age comes certain added dangers in pregnancy that were known well in that day and age as well as today. Mary, facing the judgment of others - even of Joseph, is driven to the house of Elizabeth where at least miracles are considered possible.  Yet when these women come together something amazing opens up within them both. 


They could of come together to share each others’ tears, but instead they come together and they share their joy, and those deep wellsprings erupt, and this becomes expressed even in the child in Elizabeth’s womb, for even the unborn John shares his joy in the coming Christ.

  
The sacraments of our faith are meant to remind us of our own search for Joy in our lives. They may be external things, but they call us to look deep inside, “it is the visible symbol of the deeper un-see-able grace” and an open declaration in happiness of the joy that runs deeper as a flood washing the evil of sin and sadness away. And we come to these sacraments together in order that we may share our joy with each other. 

It is joy, not simply happiness, that we are called to share as Christ’s church. You cannot store it up for a rainy day, because it is as bottomless as the life God crafted you to have in Him. Trying to take a sip of your own joy from time to time, will leave you vulnerable for making the mistake of taking in the bitter waters of sorrow instead, but in the company of those who love you I pray that you feel free to take in a full draft of the wellspring of eternal life that God has placed in each and every one of us; the deep well of joy that causes us to overflow sometimes with tears, often with actions of grace and mercy, forgiveness and all that makes for peace in the world around us. We are responding together to God’s love, and the only to fell that love is with joy, and that is what Mary celebrates in her magnificant 
“My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.”

It is not just Mary’s song. This is the song of us all. She first preaches this gospel of the Christ, but we can all share in her good news. We can share in Mary’s joy, in Elizabeth’s joy, in the joy of the faithful who have come, joyful and triumphant, through the ages. May God be praised. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion Zion Nov 24th, St. Andrew’s Dec 1st, St. James’ Dec 8th, St. Mark’s Dec 15th  

Baptism There will be a special prayer service on Boxing Day at 1260 Rte 495 Mundleville where we will celebrate the baptism of Mia Rhea Ina Lee. This is a public service and you are welcome to share in the celebration.
St. Andrew’s Clairville Closing  - The session of St. Andrew’s has decided the we will not be using the worship sanctuary throughout the winter after the service Christmas Eve. Other options are being considered by the session. There will be a joint session meeting (date TBA) to examine this particular issue.
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Finished until after Christmas; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch; Alpha restarting in the new year. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6:30pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Memorial Bulbs – Donate in memory of a loved one or family - St. James(David Cail 785-4323), St. Andrew’s (contact Fillmore Trucking 785-4403) & St Mark’s (Willah Ryan 785-4479) We remember and honour our past as we look to our future.

Christmas Eve- Songs & Stories service - is 4 o’clock at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Andrew’s Church in Clairville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

PresbyCan Daily Devotional Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day, delivered free to your inbox. www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 

Community Santa’s Helpers -  Thank you everyone who participated, bought gifts or donated through the support given by the Happy Stitchers. God bless you all. 
BLMS – Thanks for coming out and showing your support for our high school students and for sharing the joy f the serason in the community.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper [handout]

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 125 Shepherds in the fields { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBSeRV042_8 }

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 110] Hark the glad sound vs. 1 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8ea8Mh8iZE 

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)
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Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Madelyne, Lois & family, Gary, Dorothy, Danika, Denis, John, Shelley
Mission Moments Rewarding Initiative in Mozambique Asuncion grew up in a community abundant with cattle before moving to Nacala ten years ago. There was no butchery in her new town, so she opened her own business and has become a successful entrepreneur. With support PWS&D and partner COCAMO –supporting development through grassroots micro-enterprise in Mozambique – Asuncion joined a savings group and received a small loan, which she used to purchase a single cow. With subsequent loans she expanded her business by investing in a refrigerator and a portable barbeque. “I believe that any hard working woman with initiative could get a lot from these services,” affirms Asuncion. 
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