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ORDER OF SERVICE

Advent I – Hope

December 2nd 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Hope
Opening Praise: BoP 131 The first Nowell

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 122 [Pew Bibles] 

1    I rejoiced with those who said to me,
    “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2    Our feet are standing
    in your gates, O Jerusalem.
3    Jerusalem is built like a city
    that is closely compacted together.
4    That is where the tribes go up,
    the tribes of the LORD,
    to praise the name of the LORD
    according to the statute given to Israel.
5    There the thrones for judgment stand,
    the thrones of the house of David.
6    Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
    “May those who love you be secure.
7    May there be peace within your walls
    and security within your citadels.”
8    For the sake of my brothers and friends,
    I will say, “Peace be within you.”
9    For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,
    I will seek your prosperity.
Children’s story – Love to go to . . . where do we love to go? The coolest house.

Children’s Hymn: BoP 136 Child in a manger

The Sacrament of Baptism Alissa Ryan & Rylie Leblanc {Bass River}

Baptism is not of our doing or deserving. It is a sacred gift from God.  In the sacrament of Baptism the Church recognizes God's act of self-giving in Jesus Christ. We receive this gift with reverent joy, and respond in faith and obedience.
In the Gospel we read, "They brought children for him to touch.  The disciples rebuked them, but when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and said to them, 'Let the children come to me; do not try to stop them; for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you: whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.'  And he put his arms around them, laid his hands on them, and blessed them." 

(Mark 10:13-16)
*Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   (Matthew 28:18-20).

The Baptism of Alissa Ryan & Rylie Leblanc

Who is it that comes to be baptized?

The Elder says: On behalf of Saint Mark’s Session, I would like to present Alissa who, with her son Rylie, comes for Christian baptism today.

The Minister says: Alissa, do you truly desire baptism for yourself and your son?

I do

Alissa, do you declare your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your life, the strength of your spirit, and for the raising of your child?

I do

Do you promise to grow in your spirit, and to raise your son in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ within your home and with fellowship of the church?  





I do

In presenting yourself and your child for baptism today, you are asking for yourself and on his behalf; that you will both be recognized as a member of Christ’s Church, and the household of faith. 

And so with this fellowship of believers, confess with us your faith, and affirm your call as a loving parent, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask the congregation to stand, and turn to the back of your hymnbooks to number [BoP 616, NBoP ] and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the virgin Mary

Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven, 

And sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

The Holy Catholic Church; The communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body;

And the life ever lasting. Amen

To the family’s sponsors: Do you, as believers in love and in Christ, promise to help Alissa in the love she shows her son, reminding and encouraging them both in the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, promising to share with this child all the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

I do

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture this mother & child by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encouraging them to follow the way of Christ and to be faithful members of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid this family in the love they experience and pass onto this child, reminding and encouraging them in the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, share with this family all the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To parents and the congregation: May God richly bless you and give you grace faithfully to fulfil the promises made this day.
Let us pray . . .

Loving and eternal God, for the gifts of water and your Spirit.  In the beginning, when the Spirit moved over the waters, you gave order and life to your planet earth.  In the time of Moses, you led your people out of slavery through the waters of the sea, making covenant with them in a new land.  In the fullness of time you sent Jesus Christ, who was formed in the water of a woman's womb.  In the water of Jordan, Jesus was baptized and anointed by your Holy Spirit.  In his ministry to the world, Jesus offered living water to the woman of Samaria, washed the feet of his disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all nations by water and the Spirit.  And now, with your people of all times and places, we wait with eager longing as we look for the kingdom of God, from which will flow the river of life for the healing of the nations.  Gracious God, by the gift of water and your Holy Spirit you sustain all life.  Thanks be to you, O God.  Almighty God, by the power of your Holy Spirit you claim us and call us each by name. By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may all who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.   Pour out your Spirit upon them  that they, joined together with all your people, may be a royal priesthood with Christ in his ministry to the world, live in newness of life sustained by your Word and renewed at your Table, and continue forever as servants of Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and forever, AMEN.

“Alissa Step forward”,

Alissa Dawn, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. May the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   You are a disciple of Christ, a child of God, a member of the church.  Rejoice in your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

By what name have you named this child?

Alissa replies:



Rylie Leeland
 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying, 

Rylie Leeland, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.   Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church.  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

These new member are received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Alissa & Rylie in Christ's name:  

(The Aaronic Blessing #606 BoP; #)

The Lord bless thee and keep thee; 


the Lord make his face shine upon thee,



and be gracious unto thee; 


the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee 


and give thee his peace.

The Minister returns the child to the parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, for the Lord has worked to grow this family. 

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 60:1-5

1    “Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2    See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
    but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3    Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4    “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
    All assemble and come to you;
    your sons come from afar,
    and your daughters are carried on the arm.
5    Then you will look and be radiant,
    your heart will throb and swell with joy;
    the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
    to you the riches of the nations will come.

       Epistle – Romans 13:11-14

11And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 113 Hail to the Lord’s anointed

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 24:36-44

36“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.
42“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.
Sermon: Rise & Shine

Usually it is with good intentions that we hear the phrase “Rise and Shine” but I am pretty sure that not too many of us remember that this is a quote from the bible we’re hearing as our eyes blink open after a good sleep, a nice nap, or a sweet day dream. This three-word phrase is a call back to reality, it is a bugle call or an alarm clock, demanding that we take our place and in our purpose in this new day.


And it is a call from the prophets.


In Isaiah sixty these opening words, “Arise, Shine” [a formal sounding Rise n’ Shine!] are a revelry, a wake-up call. It is s shout to say that, ‘life is not a dream, life is real and it is time to wake up and get into life because something is happening in this life and you have a chance to be in it! To be a part of it! To even shine in it.’


I sure wish I could shine from my bed sometimes. Oh I want to do such excellent and amazing things from the nice warm and cozy, but the reality is we cannot; much as we might like – on cold mornings, when you are not so worried about the house’s pipes freezing as the pipes of your own body freezing – we cannot sleep through the challenges of life, because life is meant to be lived in the light of a new day and not hidden from in the darkness under a comforter and the false light of a flickering television or computer screen.

Paul told the church that it was time to quite its sleeping. It’s time to wake up. 

Rest and Risen-ness go together. If you want your rest to have any meaningfulness and not just be slothful selfishness, well, it is time to get up and do something with all the energy and potential that has been building up like the pressure of a bottle rocket. And we need to work, to labour in our risen-ness to the point where we need that rest again and we can rejoice in that rest for it is the end result of a job well done. There is nothing wrong with rest and recuperation but if our rest is to have meaning and purpose, it needs to follow the fulfillment of labour.

  The apostle Paul also warns us that it is not enough to be busy, and going places, and doing stuff, getting stuff. He warns us to be busy in good things and  - “not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy (vs.13)”

This past week was American Thanksgiving; and like our harvest celebrations it is about fellowship with family, and rejoicing in accomplishments, and being thankful with each other, and being thankful to God. It is followed by what is becoming one of the worst examples of greed and jealousy, coveting and even destruction. It is our consumerism at its worst. It seems odd to have thanksgiving and greed side-by-side like that. So he offers us a different direction, and it is the same calling we get from the prophets.


We rise and we shine. 

Paul says to ‘put on Christ’. Now that is a phrase that turn into meaningless cliché like ‘What would Jesus do?’ pretty fast. How do you put on Christ? Well there are few things that allow us to put on Christ. First remember your baptism. {I know, you are saying it in your head, “But Sandy, I was three months old at the time!”} So I mean to say, “Remember why you were baptized. Baptism, even as adults is not about status, or some kind of graduation. Baptism marks a beginning, a new beginning – like getting up in the morning we arise from our baptisms and are called to shine, it is not enough just to rise up, we rise and we shine.

We are called by scripture and our life together to be a risen people. Our faith compels action, we called into service, and we respond in the middle of trying to work out what we believe. We do not have to have everything all sorted out, but to be who we are and to go from there.

 Whether it is the prophet’s call from long, long ago, or the words of Christ, the apostles and disciples, or the calling of neighbours in need, brothers & sister struggling in life and in faith, we rise to the occasion and in our service to them - to each other – we do shine.

What is going to get you up in the morning? What is going to stir you to action and to encounter the worries, weight and wonder of the world? And what will make your return to rest and peace seem sweet and feel so very well deserved? I pray your answer for all these question is Christ? For Christ Jesus is our Hope fulfilled, made real as a humble sweet child, a life like ours, but like no other life that has ever been or will be.

Rise, Shine, for your light has come . . .

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion Zion Nov 24th, St. Andrew’s Dec 1st, St. James’ Dec 8th, St. Mark’s Dec 15th  

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha ongoing hosted at Glencross’ [in Clairville] 7pm  Wednesdays through November; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6:30pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in our memory.

Candlelight Service –planning meeting will be sometime in early December. 

Christmas Eve- Songs & Stories service - is 4 o’clock at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Andrew’s Church in Clairville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 

Community Nursing Home Christmas Party – Today starting 1:30pm and runner through to suppertime. Come begin your celebration of Christmas with your friends at the Rexton Lion’s Nursing Home. Bake/Craft/Book Sale Dec 11, 1:30-300 pm Proceeds for Resident’s Activities Donations greatly appreciated
Santa’s Helpers -  Decorations are available today. Please take one and fill out the list that is written on it, return these items to either our churches or to the manse by no later than the morning of December 11th. God bless you all. 
St. Andrew’s United, Rexton – Country Christmas Concert on Saturday Dec. 7th @ 7pm $8 adult or $20 family. Fun family entertainment, treat & refresh table. 

BLMS - Christmas Musical Production! "The Rented Christmas":  A man, rents Christmas - presents, tree, carollers, even a wife and kids!  This feel good story is a wonderful event for the whole family. December 11, 12 13th - all at 7pm; December 14th - special 2pm matinee! 8$ adult 5$ student; call 523-7160

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper see handout
Commissioning Hymn: BoP 116 O come, O come Emmanuel

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 110] Hark the glad sound vs. 1 
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72, Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments World AIDS Day PWS&D continues to support HIV and AIDS programs helping people work against stigma and discrimination, teach and equip people to prevent the spread, provide medications, home based care, and to help people living with the disease. PWS&D supports education to prevent the transmission between mother and child; counseling, testing, support and care for orphans and vulnerable children. Keep this ministry in prayer and consider it in your mission support; Together we can turn the tide. 
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