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Advent IV – Love

December 21st  2014

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Love
Opening Praise: NBoP 146 Angels from the realms of glory

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 80 [Pew Bible] 

1    Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock;
    You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth
2    before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
    Awaken your might; come and save us.
3    Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
4    O LORD God Almighty, how long will your anger smoulder against the prayers of your people?
5    You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
6    You have made us a source of contention to our neighbours, and our enemies mock us.
7    Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
8    You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
9    You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.
10    The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches.
11    It sent out its boughs to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River. 

12    Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes?
13    Boars from the forest ravage it and the creatures of the field feed on it.
14    Return to us, O God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see! 

Watch over this vine, 15 the root your right hand has planted, the son you have raised up for yourself.
16    Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish.
17    Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
18    Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 139 Hark! The herald angels sing

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Samuel 7:1-11

1After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.”
3Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.”
4That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:
5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my dwelling. 7Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’
8“Now then, tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth. 10And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders£ over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.

       Epistle – Romans 16:25-27

25Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him—27to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.
      Gospel – Luke 1:26-38

26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God.”
38“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” 

Then the angel left her.
Communion Hymn:  NBoP 166 Once in royal David’s city 

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper

Sermon: Revealed

Revealed

The 17th Century author and preacher Paul Bunyan wrote “Christ did not only come into our flesh, but also into our condition, into the valley and shadow of death, where we were, and where we are, as we are sinners.”

Billy Graham tells of a time, during the early years of his preaching ministry, when he was due to lead a crusade meeting in a town in South Carolina, and he needed to mail a letter. He asked a little boy in the main street how he could get to the post office. After the boy had given him directions, Billy said, "If you come to the central Baptist church tonight, I'll tell you how to get to heaven." The boy replied, "No thanks, you don't even know how to get to the post office!"

The angel said to Mary “Don’t be afraid, you are favoured by God”

Mary said responding “How shall this be?”

Coming close to God mans first of all that we need to set aside the idea of impossible. Now we grow up, and grow out of the idea that anything is possible. One of the challenges I face as a father is trying to prepare my sons for the real world and that often means things like that you cannot be a four year old boy, and a power ranger, and a gardener, and help Daddy put up the Christmas tree; of course it is all impossible, but what is impossible for me might very well be possible for my son; possible but just beyond my comprehension. We need our sense of the possible, the true against the false, in order for the world to be rational enough so we can ‘function’, but it is so important to remember that while we might come up with ideas and rules about how life and the universe work, we are not the author of all of this. God makes the rules, and God’s way is well beyond us. 

When God reveals His way it is always a moment when we discover just how much we haven’t got figured out. 

I’d like to know what Mary’s plans were, and what she expected her life to be like. It would help recognize her surprise in the angels words, but only in one sense. Because, while what the angels says to Mary is in one sense amazing and miraculous, in another sense it should also be what each and every one of us hears from God.

I’d like to think that I know what I am supposed to do with my life. I like to think that I know what it is I should be doing for God. I like to think that I know, and that I understand, and that I am prepared. But fact of the matter is even with all the education in the world, no can know everything; even with all the preparations in the world life is still full of surprises. And even with lifetimes spent unlocking the mysteries of our lives, this world and of the greater universe; there are still universes of possibilities beyond sight, thought and understanding [even fathoming]. But when we try and discover what our life’s purpose is, and what it is that gives us meaning it is not and will never be in what we ourselves know, but our purpose is wrapped up in what God had decided to make known through us, in who we are. 

The angel tells Mary that God is going to be revealed in a very special and personal way from Mary. How is that also true for you? The whole point in the Messiah, in the anointed one of God, the Christ, is not just to be born and come into the world but to prepare all people to be God’s people. The message that is given by the angel is the gospel that is given to the church. We are meant to go forward as messengers to the world, that Christ Jesus is to be born in us.

The apostle Paul writes this in his letter to the Galatian church, Chapter 4, Paul writes the words of a messenger of God and yet in his own difficulty in understand what God’s full purpose for that church might be we see his real humanity in the midst when he says: “19My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, 20how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you!” Even though what he is says is hard to understand, Paul knows he needs to tell the church to not only know about Jesus, but to embody Jesus, to incarnate Jesus, so that Christ is formed in them.

Jesus did not just show up on our doorstep, he came into the very midst of human life. God could have sent his own son like the angels of streaming down the ladder in the vision of Jacob.  Jesus came in the most human way, formed by the Holy Spirit but embodied in Mary, that the Christ of God might be born of all human kind.

Mary is more than the vessel that God uses to send his begotten Son in to the world, she is the example for the church of just how personally and just how real our embodiment and delivery of Christ to the world needs to be. Does the son of God rise up in you, and can you feel God’s presence in who you are. For God chose the young woman – not for purity, but for her humanity – favoured by God in the same way you need to see that God favours you. 

God has chosen to reveal himself to the world through this church, through you people. Embrace the gift of God and may Christ Jesus be born of you; that all the world may see and know God in the love we embody.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Next Week’s Services: A special Christmas Carol Service 

Communion – Dec. 7th Zion, Dec. 14th St. Andrew’s & St. Mark’s, Dec 21st St. James

Session: We are looking to have both individual session meetings and a joint session meeting early in the new year. Elders please check calendars for best day

A Living Nativity – “Bethlehem” Thank you everyone who came out to celebrate the birth of Christ at the living Nativity. A special thanks goes out to Garth & Heather, Bonar & Beulah Morton who opened up their home and place of business as well as their team of helpers and planners who worked so hard.

Bible Study Is available from the minister or on our church web page.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support in preserving our heritage and future.

Christmas Eve- The Christmas Story service - is 4 o’clock at Zion Church in West Branch. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. James’ Church in Beersville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

Olde Christmas Candlelight Service – Come and share in the light of the season that lasts all year January 4th 7pm at St. James, Beersville
PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 

Community RLNH: Christmas Service December 21st, 3pm All are invited

Santa’s Helpers - Thanks for your help in this year’s drive, helping children from a newborn to 8 years old with you gifts and over 75 families were helped by the program this year, and that is around 150 children. God Bless you all. 

Condolences – The condolences of the pastoral charge are extended to Alfred Fillmore and his whole family at the passing of Althea, our sister in Christ; beloved wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother.

Pageant – The children of Clairville will be hosting a Christmas Pageant rescheduled for Monday Dec 22nd at 6:30pm at the Clairville Hall. All are invited. Enjoy as the children display the joy of the season, and share in the blessings.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 153 Joy to the world

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 4] See amid the winter’s snow
Next Week’s Services: A special Christmas Carol Service 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: ? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Susie, Sarah, Florence, Alf & family, Kelsey & Sean
Mission Moments Bringing hope to inner-city Winnipeg Through gifts to Presbyterians Sharing, Winnipeg Inner City Missions helps people to develop or recover a healthy physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual self. WICM ministers to children and youth through after school programs. The “Miracle Store” provides the community with essential needs, while allowing choice, encouraging saving and providing dignity to people who are viewed with suspicion in other stores. Anishinabe Place of Hope offers residents clean, safe, sober housing and access to professional services. A worship service and Sunday school classes are held every Sunday afternoon, where two different spiritual traditions come together. WICM’s director, the Rev. Margaret Mullin, shares, “Our families are encouraged to be who they are. They are Anishinabe people with a rich spiritual heritage who are embracing the way of Christ.” Presbyterians Sharing  
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