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Advent IV – Love

December 22nd 2013

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Love
Opening Praise: NBoP 138 While shepherds watched { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrFGKO0tcxM }

BoP 127
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 80 [Pew Bible] 

1    Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.
2    Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy strength, and come and save us.
3    Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
4    O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people?
5    Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great measure.
6    Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies laugh among themselves.
7    Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
8    Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it.
9    Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land.
10    The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.
11    She sent out her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river.
12    Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?
13    The boar out of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour it.
14    Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, and visit this vine;
15    And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.
16    It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.
17    Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself.
18    So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name.
19    Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.
KJV

1    Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock; you who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth
2    before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.
    Awaken your might; come and save us.
3    Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
4    O LORD God Almighty, how long will your anger smoulder against the prayers of your people?
5    You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have made them drink tears by the bowlful.
6    You have made us a source of contention to our neighbours, and our enemies mock us.
7    Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
8    You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
9    You cleared the ground for it, and it took root and filled the land.
10    The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches.
11    It sent out its boughs to the Sea, its shoots as far as the River.

12    Why have you broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its grapes?
13    Boars from the forest ravage it and the creatures of the field feed on it.
14    Return to us, O God Almighty! Look down from heaven and see! Watch over this vine,
15    the root your right hand has planted, the son you have raised up for yourself.
16    Your vine is cut down, it is burned with fire; at your rebuke your people perish.
17    Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have raised up for yourself.
18    Then we will not turn away from you; revive us, and we will call on your name.
19    Restore us, O LORD God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 144 ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=203YrYqcNCw }

     BoP 139
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 7:10-16

10Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, “11Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above.”

 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, neither will I tempt the LORD.”

 13And he said, “Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also?

 14Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

16For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings.”
KJV

10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.”
12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.”
13Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 15He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. 16But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. 
NIV

       Epistle – Romans 1:1-7

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ - called to be an apostle - separated unto the gospel of God, 2(Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) 3Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; 4And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 5By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: 6Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 

7To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
KJV

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God—2the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 6And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.
7To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 139 Hark the herald angels sing  { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCt1s44cfMM }

BoP 132
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 1:18-25

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: 

When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.

 20But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 21And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.”

 22Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, “23Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel”, [which being interpreted is, God with us.] 

24Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 25And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.
KJV

18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
NIV

Sermon: Showing love


A hundred years ago our churches were being attacked by a reasonable and ambitious society. Modernism, development, production and the model of the factory production floor invaded the church. Still today some people view belonging to a church as a mechanism for making a good Christian. Sunday school, with some adult bible study, a session or two of membership classes, a job in the church structure and then the church has a life-long member. If that ever worked, it was only for a generation.


There are lessons to learn, and work to do, knowledge and experience to share, but what is not included in this dynamic corporate formula presented in the philosophy of the previous century is a place and purpose found only in the real and holy love that is meant to be the forming quality and motivation for a church to be a church: We love each other seeking opportunities to share love with the world, in order that more people may feel loved, that the church might grow in love and that we might offer love together to God who loved us first. That’s what the Apostle Paul was telling the church when he wrote to the Corinthian church with the famous words “4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8Love never fails. ”[1 Cor.13]


But Paul was not talking just about a romantic love, but a community love. He was teaching the church to love in its fellowship as it sought to become a family in God. So much of what Paul wrote to the church was to teach it not to be an agency or and institution, but to discover its deepest and truest meaning through the way the church shows its love for God.

Do you see what you are doing here today as a way of showing your love for God and for each other? Has anyone every expected you to view your life in the church in this way?


The amazing thing is, that once we put religion in the mix of all of this, we don’t always get to that place where love becomes our imperative, where love is the consequence and goal of what we do and who we are. And it is not a good kind of amazing. 


How do you show someone that you love them? 


Showing someone you love them is more than flowers, more than chocolates, more than poems, more than fun & games, more than a diamond ring, more than a wedding day, love is even more than a life spent together. God is Love.


Love is more than we can do all by ourselves. But love is what God does through us. Love is the way God brings us together, into friendship, fellowship, family. More than this, love is sharing God’s presence and purpose and promise, not for our sakes but instead for everyone else’s. I don’t mean you put everyone but yourself first, but you “love others as you love yourself” just as you “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind”.

 
That is a tall order; ‘all you heart, all your soul, all your mind’. What’s left for our neighbour, or our friends, or ourselves after a commitment like that? Are we afraid that God will ‘Zap!!’ get us if we go visit a neighbour, or help out a friend, or have a little quiet time for ourselves?

I think we can see why monasticism works so well for so many people. They want to love God with everything they have and all they are. Being a monk or a nun makes that more evident, more obvious, but doesn’t necessarily make it easier. You see the best way we can show someone else that we love them is to show them how we love God. Before we get tripped up in all of the other trapping of showing our love for each other, even to the point of giving everything we have to the poor, being at the absolute service of the person we adore, we love them most by declaring, displaying our love for God.


And that is hard, but it is also plainly necessary:

Joseph was stuck in a pretty hard place. He loved Mary, he loved his own place in the community, he loved his work, but most of all he loved God.  He wanted to be loving and merciful to his beloved Mary, he wanted to do what was right according to God’s law, and sometimes the road between what is right and what is more right can be very hard to navigate. 

Our legal system uses the process of judgment through a jury of our peers, but sometimes our peers do not always know what is best and what is right, or what is true, or what is best.  Yes, Joseph could have dismissed Mary quietly, and the people around him in their judgment would have said he was good and right in what he was doing. In this story, in the book of Matthew, about the birth of Jesus we discover something rather significant about Joseph. He has a relationship with God, he knows to listen to God even when that voice comes in a dream, Joseph knows it and hears it and answers it. 

Joseph could have simply done what was legally right for him to do, and even in doing so lovingly he would not have been showing the kind of love he was meant to. Instead, Joseph did what would not have been expected, he took Mary to be his wife, he adopted the child yet unborn, and he loved her so much as to risk his own reputation, and other people’s regard. If Mary was going to be persecuted and singled out, she would be singled out with him, not by him. 

And that is the love of God!

When we get singled out, whether we have done something wrong or people simply perceive that we have done wrong God stands with us. That is the whole point in Jesus coming. Jesus, the Messiah came into the world to save the lost sheep of Israel, and to bring all people into a deeper truer relationship with God. He doesn’t come spouting a bunch of rules and laws. Striking down the unrighteous and upholding those who always sought to prove themselves right. Jesus is born in a stable, not a palace, to a maiden and carpenter, not king and queen, offering healing, understanding, peace and most of all love to those who need it most, sinners.

Joseph was willing to take on the supposed sins of Mary, and be her husband. Through his love for God and for Mary, the words of the prophets were fulfilled, and through the child to be born all righteousness would be given through the forgiveness of sins at the cross, in Christ. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion St. Mark’s postponed due to poor weather last Sunday 

St. Andrew’s Clairville Closing  - The session of St. Andrew’s has decided the we will not be using the worship sanctuary throughout the winter after the service Christmas Eve. Other options are being considered by the session. 
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6:30pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Memorial Bulbs – Donate in memory of a loved one or family - St. James(David Cail 785-4323), St. Andrew’s (contact Fillmore Trucking 785-4403) & St Mark’s (Willah Ryan 785-4479) We remember and honour our past as we look to our future.

Candlelight Service –This evening at 7pm hosted at St. James, Beesville.

Cookies and hot chocolate to follow. 

Christmas Eve- Songs & Stories service - is 4 o’clock at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Andrew’s Church in Clairville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 
Community Santa’s Helpers -  Well done all you joyful givers. Our response was all the coordinators could have hoped for and alittle more when it counted. God bless.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Madelyne, Lois & family, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, The Donahurs, Shelley, Gary & Sheila, The Hansens, St. Andrew’s Clairville
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 166 Once in royal David’s city { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfmqdtCvAkw }

BoP 134
Benediction 

Dismissal: [[BoP 110, ] Hark the glad sound vs. 1 { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8ea8Mh8iZE  }
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Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Reaching out to young moms St. David’s Inner City Outreach in Hamilton, Ont. provides outreach to residents in Hamilton’s north end community, one of the most poorest areas in Ontario. This area is densely populated, with no amenities. Poverty, crime and hunger are chronic. The  “Young Moms” program is making a big difference. It is designed to promote healthy living, teach life skills and encourage young mothers to discuss issues and have fun. Teenaged moms do not have much support at home, and enjoy coming to a place where they feel accepted. Moms in their twenties enjoy fellowship, share a meal together, and discuss current issues. Supplies such as diapers, formula, clothing, gift cards and bus tickets are available for those who need them. 
