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A Christian Church, at Christmas

St. James’s Presbyterian Church, Beersville

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Organists: Marly Sutherland, Bev Dunn, Rodney Girvan
Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com
Saturday December 24h , 2016 – Christmas Eve –  4pm Songs & Stories

ORDER OF SERVICE

Call to Christ’s Cradle [Isaiah 9:2-7] 

   
      read by Hayden Lynds

2    The people walking in darkness
    have seen a great light;
    on those living in the land of the shadow of death£
    a light has dawned.
3    You have enlarged the nation
    and increased their joy;
    they rejoice before you
    as people rejoice at the harvest,
    as men rejoice
    when dividing the plunder.
4    For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
    you have shattered
    the yoke that burdens them,
    the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor.
5    Every warrior’s boot used in battle
    and every garment rolled in blood
    will be destined for burning,
    will be fuel for the fire.
6    For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
    And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor,£ Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7    Of the increase of his government and peace
    there will be no end.
    He will reign on David’s throne
    and over his kingdom,
    establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness
    from that time on and forever.
    The zeal of the LORD Almighty
    will accomplish this.
Hymn BoP 143 Angels from the realms of glory
Prayer of Approach & Confession [Responsive]
 

Glory, to God in the highest; Lord of all time, all space and al life

So the angels sing, and our voices ring, we bring you praise from creation

The words of the prophets is fulfilled, and we are witnesses to a wondrous thing
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With wonder and awe, with the gifts you have placed in our lives, we come. 

That wonder may be answered and our lives find meaning and purpose.

We come through the ages where your word has been spoken to many people

Yet we still need understanding, we still need its truth to be opened to us
Help us to see past sin and our own narrow view, so we may know you, our God in love.

Love swaddled in a manger, for whom the hosts of heavens sing 

Tonight we are humbled, by the grace of the King
The Saviour of all, Son of God, Emmanuel

Shine into our lives; you are the one Lord of us all.
And from this home of praise to our home high above.

May we as your children share Christ in our love. Amen

Assurance from God’s Word [Titus 2:11-14]

11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
Scripture: Luke 2: 1-3, 4-7, 8-12
  
read by Fillmore ladies

1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register.
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ£ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14    “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
Candles of Hope, & Peace, are lit
 

Hymn BoP 132 Hark! The herald angels sing
1. Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King, peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

REFRAIN: Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the Everlasting Lord, late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail the Incarnate Deity! Pleased as Man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings. Mild, he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Scripture: Luke 2:13-14, 15-20 

read by Tanya & Belle Ryan

13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14    “Glory to God in the highest,
    and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Candles of Joy & Love are lit
Reflection: Out of the mouths of children & infants 

(ref. Ps 8:2)

1    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
    You have set your glory
    above the heavens.
2    From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise [strength]  because of your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.
Christmas, the celebration and worship of Christ’s birth, can be described in a lot of different ways. It can be described as something locked in the past, or as something always renewed with each new celebration, as commercially stained or traditional that withstands the many types of influences to tarnish it. Christmas can be many things for us, and for many it is a time to treasure memories of past Christmases, of our youths and childhood. And then there are those who are not distracted by any of that.


Oh, they may have to deal with distractions of colourful gifts, Santa Claus or candy & sweets, but we all have to deal with that. No for these little prophets in our midst we are permitted to witness – untainted, untarnished, un mistaken – their discovery that God sent his Son for them. And God sent Jesus to be our Saviour by making him first a human baby – a gentle and vulnerable as you or I, so that you and I could know Jesus and by knowing Jesus could know God.


And as these blessed ones discover just how much God loves them, and all of us, we have a chance to remember that Christmas, when we –like them – were amazed and excited about how much God loves us. God gave us Jesus, a little baby who would grow and become the man who would take all our sins away.


Just as the angels sang, so listen to children sing. As the face of that little baby in the major turned shepherds into prophets, be so transformed that whatever your calling, vocation job or career your experience of the Good News is on your hearts and echoing from your lips.


Be amazed with me as we sit and listen, and hear the children; but don’t just do it today, try to do this all through Christmas, and all through the year encouraging their faith by sharing what you believe and how you know God in your life. And may you grow in your sense of Christ’s presence in your life all the years through. 

Special Presentation by the Children:        

       led by Tracy Lynds 

Introduction – Tracy Lynds

O come all ye faithful

What does Christmas mean to me? Chase, Belle, Lily
Jokes – Ty

Reading – Hayden

C_H_R_I_S_T_M_A_S – all

Prayer – Shaylin

Closing – Davy & Jack

Crafts will be available for the children to do during the rest of the service
Hymn BoP 130 O little town of Bethlehem 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by: Yet in the dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary; and, gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the King, + peace to men on earth.

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord, Emmanuel.  Amen.

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 



   read by Gail Fillmore
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,£ because he will save his people from their sins.”
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” —which means, “God with us.”
24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
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Hymn BoP 144 It came upon a midnight clear
1. It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; ‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all gracious King!’ The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angel sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled; and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, and ever o’er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

3. But with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; beneath the angel strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; and man, at war with man, hears not the love-song which they bring; o hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing!

4. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing. Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing.

5. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, when peace shall over all the earth God’s promised splendours fling, and all the world take up the song, which now the angels sing.

Offering – 

Music by Marly Sutherland
& Offertory Hymn BoP 134 Joy to the world
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: let men their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession 

& The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

A Story with the Children – Christmas in the Barn    written by Margaret Wise Brown







read by Marly Sutherland
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The Christ Candle [see bulletin insert] 


          The Christ Candle is lit
Hymn  BoP 141 Away in a manger
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes, I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Reflection: God with us 

(ref. Is 7:14)

14Therefore the Lord himself will give youa sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, andwill call him Immanuel.[God with us]


What does it take for us to see that God loves us? God loves us still.


The symbols of the prophets echo in the lives of people today, we still need to witness a miracle in order to recognize God. But how good are we at seeing miracles? I mean, like the wise men or the shepherds, are we looking for the miracles and the announcements of God’s presence in our lives.


The promise that Jesus brings is not fulfilled because Jesus came, but continues to be true and continues to be fulfilled for every generation [even for the generation yet unseen, and unimagined] because he came everyone is connects together to God. We can feel close to God. And here you are. And in these moments we share here today we celebrate how close we are to God and how we are kept close together because God is with us.

That’s the miracle, while the rest of life pulls us apart, and fragments us, and isolates us; God’s love –as it grows from this fellowship – is the love and ‘peace on earth’ that angels sang about. It is the miracle that continues, the miracle that we are all a part of, and the miracle that we are meant to share, because still many do not know, do not feel, and miss the miracle of Christ Jesus in their lives.

God be with you, and may you be a blessing with everyone you share this Christmas with.
 

Hymn BoP 122 Silent Night
1. Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright; round yon virgin mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight: glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ, the Saviour is born! Christ, the Saviour is born!

3. Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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Benediction

Merry Christmas Everyone,

May God bless you, yours, and all with whom you will share the joy of the Good News: Christ has come, and is coming again!

Tonight’s bulletin cover is dedicated in memory of Harold & Irma Ryan and to honour of the work and service you have given in sharing the good news in Jesus Christ.
Everyone is welcome to this evening at seven o’clock Zion Presbyterian in West Branch for our evening service.
Please take the inserts home for a devotional time with your family and friends tomorrow and during the coming week. We look forward to seeing you Sunday, January 1st for worship and also here on Friday January 6th , 7pm for a Christmas Candlelight service as we close the season and celebrate the memories we share of Christmas. 

Money from tonight’s offering is shared equally among the four congregations with each congregation deciding on mission or ministry project(s) to support.

Thank you everyone who gave generously to the work of this congregation and the pastoral charge. For all the ways you have shared the blessings you have been given, God Bless you and Merry Christmas.

“Christmas doesn't come from a store, 

maybe Christmas perhaps means a little bit more....” 
― Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!  
7
1

