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~“He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.” ― Roy L. Smith ~
A Christian Church, at Christmas

Zion Presbyterian Church, West Branch

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch
The Presbyterian Church in Canada

Organists: Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson, Dolly MacDonald
Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com web http//:pccweb.ca/brpc
Wednesday, December 24h , 2015 – Christmas Eve

ORDER OF SERVICE

Introit – 




various music on harp by Ellie Wilson
Welcome  - Isaiah 52:7-10
read by Heather Robertson   
Candle of Hope is lit
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 8Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall bring again Zion. 9Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
Opening Praise: BoP 144 It came upon a midnight clear
1. It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold; ‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all gracious King!’ The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angel sing.

2. Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled; and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, and ever o’er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

3. But with the woes of sin and strife the world has suffered long; beneath the angel strain have rolled two thousand years of wrong; and man, at war with man, hears not the love-song which they bring; o hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing!

4. And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low, who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing. Oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing.

5. For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, when peace shall over all the earth God’s promised splendours fling, and all the world take up the song, which now the angels sing.

Prayer of Approach & Confession [Responsive]
 

O Lord of cosmos, Lord of Creation, Lord of all the earth, you set the setting swirling starlit skies, the bright and shining sun to show the way we must go & grow

Your angel messengers call us to seek for your light in the stable and manger 

We are often afraid of your call to us, hiding our lives in baseless desires.

Your angels’ joyful song awakens our hopes, and we join with angel choirs, announce “Glory!” and “Peace!” for all the earth!

That those who are in the fields may hear, those at rest may rise and sing

Shine into our lives and stay; be our light, our truth, our way. 

Our awakened hearts welcome you, our spirits raised, we are inspired.

We welcome our Messiah, Jesus the Christ, who came as a little child

The Saviour of all, Son of God, Emmanuel

Grace has dawned, our hope is fulfilled, joy is arisen in our lives

From this home of praise, to all our homes, unto our home in heaven above.

May we as your children shine with Your love. In Christ we pray, Amen

Assurance from God’s Word [Titus 2:11-14]

11For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.
Praise: BoP 120 O come all ye faithful        

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him born, the King of angels;

REFRAIN: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2. God of God, Light of Light, Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; Very God, Begotten, not created;  

3. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks draw nigh with lowly fear; we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;

4. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: ‘Glory to God in the highest;’

5. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given; Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;

Scripture:  Psalm 97
   read by Bill Robertson
 Candle of Peace is lit

1    The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof.
2    Clouds and darkness are round about him: righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne.
3    A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about.
4    His lightnings enlightened the world: the earth saw, and trembled.
5    The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.
6    The heavens declare his righteousness, and all the people see his glory.
7    Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods.
8    Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of Judah rejoiced because of thy judgments, O LORD.
9    For thou, LORD, art high above all the earth: thou art exalted far above all gods.
10    Ye that love the LORD, hate evil: he preserveth the souls of his saints; he delivereth them out of the hand of the wicked.
11    Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in heart.
12    Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.
Hymn BoP 132 Hark! The herald angles sing
1. Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King, peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

REFRAIN: Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the Everlasting Lord, late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail the Incarnate Deity! Pleased as Man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings. Mild, he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth.
Scripture:  Matthew 1:18-25     read by Leslie Cail (Clerk of Session) Candle of Joy is lit 

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily. 20But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 21And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins. 22Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 24Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 25And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS.
Anthem:  ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime (trad. Arr. & by Shauna Billard & Pam Wilson)

Scripture:  Luke 2:1-14 

read by Gus  

Candle of Love is lit

1And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
Reading – No room at the Inn 
written by Jean M . Malone 
 read by David Sutherland


Crafts will be available for the children to do during the rest of the service

Hymn BoP 141 Away in a manger 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes, I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.
Reflection: What are we to see?
 [quote on the bulletin] It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you . . . yes, it is Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer him your hand.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
Do we look to the manger and see the poor of ur world and their need? Do we read through this story and in remembering Christ remember the lonely who have no one to share the joy of this season with?
What do we see at Christmas?


In the popular Christmas song “Where are you Christmas?” released as a special track from the live-action ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’, we are invited to discover that the meaning and joy of Christmas is not something that can fade but dwells in every heart waiting to be discovered.


In the more traditional but also popular ‘Do you hear what I hear?” we journey through the life of creation into the midst of society and there we learn that the miracles we are meant to see and be apart of as we care for each other most of all are all around us. 


Jesus told us, that when we care for one another, we care for hymn. When we show charity and are generous with the people God puts in our midst, and when we show real and open hospitality, when we forgive selflessly and sacrificially, then we glimpse to see Christ, it is then we draw near to his cradle, is then that we share the angel message with the village.


We are to see Christ, the Messiah of God. That is what the angel told the shepherds and that is what God tells us still. How do you see Christ in your life? What do you feel inspired to do once you’ve discovered that the gift of God’s only Son is in you, that you are filled with grace, your hopes fulfilled and joy overflows from your very soul. 

Christmas is the day that holds all time together.
Alexander Smith
Offering & Offertory – 
Scripture: Luke 2:15-20




read by Luke Wilson
15And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 18And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.
Prayer in Song – Hallelujah! (Christmas Arr. ) 
Reflection: Snowflakes and stars


    
No two alike, infinite in diversity, yet similar as if made in a pattern.

Sometime Marly and I are told that our boys look very much the same. I expect many parents are told this. Sometimes children follow a pattern and bear striking similarities, yet no one would ever question the individuality of each person. That while we may resemble each other and share common themes, traits and goals in life that not two of us are the same. 


The Bible tells us from the very beginning that we are made in the image of God, even as both make and female we are in the image of God. That never changes; that common pattern set upon us all does not go away no matter what we do or how we see ourselves. God our creator knows us, and knows who we are and what we are capable of being. 


God has called to human kind through the whole of our existence, back to the very origins of humankind. We of all the creations in the natural order of life have been given something that sets us apart from the rest of the pattern. Of all life we are mean tot have a personal and individual relationship with God; to experience faith and the growth of faith in different way and to bring those differences together. 


We 

The Christ Candle [Insert]
led by ??

We share the light of Christ – all candles are lit

Scripture: John 1:1-14  



read by Sandy
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Hymn BoP 122 Silent night
1. Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright; round yon virgin mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight: glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ, the Saviour is born! Christ, the Saviour is born!

3. Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Benediction

Hymn BoP 134 Joy to the world
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: let men their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Included in tonight’s bulletin is a devotional for you take home and share with your loved ones tomorrow. We will not be hosting a worship service in this house, but you can in yours. We look forward to seeing you on New Year’s day for our regular worship as our celebration of Christ’s birth continues. 
Money from tonight’s offering is shared equally among the four congregations with each congregation deciding on mission or ministry project(s) to support.
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Thank you everyone who gave generously to the work of this congregation and the pastoral charge. For all the ways you have shared the blessings you have been given, God Bless you and Merry Christmas.

It is Christmas every time you let God love others 

through you . . . yes, it is Christmas every 

time you smile at your brother 

and offer him your hand.
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910– )
Tonight’s bulletin cover is donated loving memory Harold and Irma Ryan & in honour of the work and service you have given in sharing the good news in Jesus Christ.

“Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the unwanted, care for the ill, love your enemies, and do unto others as you would have done unto you.” 

 Steve Maraboli
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