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ORDER OF SERVICE

Christmas I – Service of Carols

December 27th 2015

Welcome 

Call to Worship  BoP 120 O come all ye faithful
120 O come all ye faithful

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him born, the King of angels;

REFRAIN: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
 God of God, Light of Light, Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; Very God, Begotten, not created;  

 See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, leaving their flocks draw nigh with lowly fear; we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;

 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: ‘Glory to God in the highest;’

 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given; Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 131 The first Nowell 

131 The first Nowell


[13th Cen​tu​ry English Carol]
The first Nowell the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay tending their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Refrain: Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,

Born is the King of Israel.

They lookèd up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night. Refrain

    And by the light of that same star
Three Wise Men came from country far;
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain

    This star drew nigh to the northwest,
Over Bethlehem it took its rest;
And there it did both stop and stay,
Right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

    Then entered in those Wise Men three,
Full reverently upon the knee,
And offered there, in His presence,
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. Refrain

    Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
That hath made Heaven and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought. Refrain  
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 148 [Pew Bibles] 

1    Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise him in the heights above.

2    Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts.

3    Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars.

4    Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies.

5    Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.

6    He set them in place for ever and ever; he gave a decree that will never pass away.

7    Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,

8    lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding,

9    you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,

10    wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,

11    kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth,

12    young men and maidens, old men and children.

13    Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.

14    He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his saints, of Israel, the people close to his heart.  Praise the LORD.
Children’s story – Favourite Presents [same one I get every year]

Children’s Hymn: BoP 143 Angels from the realms of glory
Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; Yonder shines the infant light:

Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations; Ye have seen His natal star.

Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints, before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear;
Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear.

Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Though an infant now we view Him, He shall fill His Father’s throne,
Gather all the nations to Him; Every knee shall then bow down:

Come and worship, come and worship, Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Scripture Readings:


            OT – 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

18But Samuel was ministering before the LORD—a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 20Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for and gave to the LORD.” Then they would go home.

26And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with men.

       Epistle – Colossians 3:12-17

12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 139  ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime
’Twas in the moon of wintertime,
When all the birds had fled,
That mighty Gitchi Manitou
Sent angel choirs instead;
Before their light the stars grew dim,
And wondering hunters heard the hymn:

Refrain:  Jesus your King is born,

Jesus is born,
In excelsis gloria.

Within a lodge of broken bark
The tender babe was found,
A ragged robe of rabbit skin
Enwrapped His beauty round;
But as the hunter braves drew nigh,
The angel song rang loud and high: Refrain

The earliest moon of wintertime
Is not so round and fair
As was the ring of glory on
The helpless Infant there.
The chiefs from far before Him knelt
With gifts of fox and beaver pelt. Refrain
O children of the forest free,
O seed of Manitou,
The holy Child of earth and Heav’n
Is born today for you.
Come kneel before the radiant Boy,
Who brings you beauty, peace and joy. Refrain
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 2:41-52

41Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”
49“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he was saying to them.
51Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
Hymn for Reflection: BoP 134  Joy to the world
134  Joy to the world

   Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

   Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: let men their songs employ; while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

  No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

   He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

Reflection: The last wrapped present

Which present is the last to be unwrapped on Christmas morning?


Often for us it is a stack of cards that are left for opening that really are the last presents, plus we get more cards through the holidays, and it is nice when the cards are last because it does give more time to look them over, admire the picture or the work that went into them – especially if they are homemade. When the cards are last there is more time to read what is in them and appreciate the greeting, or the special note inside. Cards are a nice present to leave wrapped until last.


Or what about those absolutely obvious presents. Because of gift cards and gift certificates you can add to a clothing box, or to a box of chocolates, something extra sweet with an appropriate gift card, but generally when you know what something is, a book, a variety of candies or chocolates, or some other standard Christmas gift, it runs a chance of being the last package unwrapped.


But then again, sometimes it is those big or curious presents that get purposefully left to very last. When the present is something that has been asked for and anticipated and you want to enjoy the excitement of waiting for the big surprise.


There are some families that only open one present at a time and watch each other open the presents. Opening presents can sure stretch out over the day this way. For some people the children are up and have everyone of their things unwrapped before the parents even start on their, so that it ends up being the parents’ presents that are unwrapped last. Oh the children find it hard then.


Once the present is unwrapped there is often an actual opening of the gift, undoing plastic wraps or undoing the tons of twist tie that tether toys in their boxes, and we do make it a  point not to do this all at once, to make sure that each gift is appreciated for itself before it is blended in with everything else.


There is no right and wrong method for gift openings. Your family has what works for itself, and each of these traditions are at their best when they are an attempt to get something more out of the wrapping and the gifts than just getting.


When it comes to Christ Jesus, well his story is just beginning with the Christmas story. We may enjoy the events of angels and shepherds running from the fields and through the town announcing Jesus birth, this is but the wrapping of who Jesus really is. 

The gospels take us onward,; to begin to unwrap for ourselves the life of Christ and really appreciate his life and the stories of his life and the witness of his life to what is true and best and calling to us in living lives of purpose, driven by God’s Holy Spirit.


When we begin to open up the teachings, miracles and events of Christ Jesus’ life, we open ourselves to new possibilities of who we could be for the people around us as we seek to be more like Christ, as we try to offer hope and healing to a hurting world, as we grow in our faith in God, and find our place in God’s kingdom. 


These are things that it takes a lifetime to unwrap. We’d better get started. 

The word of God is opened to you. Read it, hear it, receive it. That you may know God, and celebrate your salvation in Christ. Amen  

Hymn of Thanksgiving: BoP 121 In the bleak midwinter 
Christina Rosetti
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.

    Our-God, heaven cannot hold Him, nor the earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall welcome Him when He comes to reign.
Yet, in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed
The Lord God incarnate, Jesus the Christ.

    Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the beloved with a loving kiss.

    What can I give Him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can give Him: give my heart.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Les, Willah, Jessie, the Wry family, the Reidpath family, Rev. John Crawford’s family, the Charlotte Charge, Kirk W. Neil Ryan and our troops in service and the people of Sudan
Announcements: 

Bible Study –Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson starting in January , continuing with carols as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in lighting our memory.

Christmas Pageant – The children gave a lovely performance at the Clairville Community Hall on December 20th, with an encore performance at the Christmas Eve Service at St. Andrew’s. Thank you children. 

Christmas Eve- Thank you to all the readers and special singer and performers who gave of themselves and their abilities during our Christ Eve celebrations. 

Condolences From the congregation are offered to the family and friends of Scott Reidpath. Scott’s funeral was Dec. 23rd at St. Andrew’s Rexton.

We also extend condolences to the family & Friends of Phyllis Beers, whose service was December 22nd at Brown’s Yard.

Our prayers are with everyone whose loved one has died this past year, and offer the assurance that while we morn, their joy is complete in Christ this Christmas. 

Christmas Events Pamphlet – Please take and share our Christmas events pamphlet outlining this year’s Christmas celebrations & activities.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 575 Standing at the portal 

575 Standing at the portal

Standing at the portal Of the opening year

Words of comfort meet us, Hushing every fear

Spoken in the silence, By our Father’s voice.

Tender strong and faithful making us rejoice.

Refrain: Onward then and fear not, Children of the day.

For his word shall never, Never pass away

  ‘I the Lord, am with thee, Be thou no t afraid; 

I will help and strengthen, be thou not dismayed; 

Yea, I will uphold thee With my own right hand;

Thou art called and chosen, in my sight to stand’

  He will never fail us, He will not forsake;

His eternal covenant he will never break

Resting on His promise What have we to fear?

God is all-sufficient For the coming year

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 6] See amid the winter’s snow
128; vs. 6 See amid the winter’s snow

 Teach, o teach us, Holy Child, by thy face so meek and mild, teach us to resemble thee in thy sweet humility.

Chorus: Hail, thou ever blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)
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Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 29, Ephesians 3:1-12, Luke 1:39-55

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments 

Presbyterians Sharing supports new congregations as they respond to specific needs in their communities.  Lighthouse Evangelical Arabic Church is meeting the needs of Arabic speakers in Winnipeg, MB.  The Bahgat family was part of a Presbyterian church in Egypt before coming to Winnipeg in 2001.  The first time they attended Lighthouse church, Rev. Ibrahim Zabeneh preached about the vision of the church and God’s desire for Lighthouse to reach out to the community. At the end of the service, the Bahgats approached Rev. Zabeneh and said, “This church will be our church. We are committed!”  They had been longing for a church where they could feel at home in Winnipeg, and were thrilled to have found a welcoming place where they could worship in their own language.
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