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ORDER OF SERVICE

Christmas 

December 29th 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  BoP 142 Unto us a child is born {vs. 1} { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7WaZissToQ  }

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 131 The First Nowell { http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dVtNXp56kiQ  }

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 148 [pew Bible]

1    Praise the LORD. 

    Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise him in the heights above.
2    Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
3    Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars.
4    Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies.
5    Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.
6    He set them in place for ever and ever; he gave a decree that will never pass away.
7    Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
8    lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding,
9    you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars,
10    wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds,
11    kings of the earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth,
12    young men and maidens, old men and children.
13    Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted;
    his splendor is above the earth and the heavens.
14    He has raised up for his people a horn, the praise of all his saints, of Israel, the people close to his heart.
    Praise the LORD.
Children’s story – The three bikes

Children’s Hymn: BoP 134 Joy to the world

{ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIfD4idlGpk  }

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 63:7-9

7    I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD,
    the deeds for which he is to be praised,
    according to all the LORD has done for us—
    yes, the many good things he has done
    for the house of Israel,
    according to his compassion and many kindnesses.
8    He said, “Surely they are my people,
    sons who will not be false to me”;
    and so he became their Savior.
9    In all their distress he too was distressed,
    and the angel of his presence saved them.
    In his love and mercy he redeemed them;
    he lifted them up and carried them
    all the days of old.

       Epistle – Hebrews 2:10-18

10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says,
    “I will declare your name to my brothers;
    in the presence of the congregation I will sing your praises.”£
13And again,
    “I will put my trust in him.”£
And again he says,
    “Here am I, and the children God has given me.”£
14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for£ the sins of the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
Hymn of Illumination:  143 Angels from the realms of glory

{ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wRa1CtQJEc }

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 2:1-12

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi£ from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east£ and have come to worship him.”
3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ£ was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6    “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
    for out of you will come a ruler
    who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’£”
7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east£ went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
Sermon: More to come


We sing, “We Three Kings” and we speak of the wise men who traveled far, we may ask ourselves, well where are they from, what are the kingdoms where these three are kings? Was it really just three kings, because the bible does not give us three kings, it simply mentions three gifts.

The gifts they bring also seem to indicate where they were from. They come from a place where gold is recognized as a valuable commodity, and as well they brought incense (frankincense) & myrrh, and these were popular gifts originating from Arabia in the east, through Persia [today Iraq & Iran; old Babylon] to as far in the east as India. 


Some people will call them dignitaries, or emissaries such as we see gathered around our Parliament, or at the United Nations. These were leading officials in their own society and would have been both teachers, perhaps even professors, yet they seem to hold a certain governmental recognition. Were they advisors to foreign rulers? Were they indeed rulers in themselves? In looking through the bible three is someone who resembles these kings, and who may hold the key to who they were and why they took such an important interest in the Messiah King of the Jews. 


If we step back a little into Jewish history, over five hundred and fifty years before Jesus was born, a significant even took place in the life of the Jewish people. They were conquered and taken into captivity . . .in the east, into Assyria, into Babylon. They were taken captive into the places where these kings, these Magi, these learned people were from. 


And there is someone very much like these Magi, the wise men, in the bible. Reading from the book of Daniel in chapter 1 at verse 19: “19The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.”

The Israelite people, the people of God, the Hebrews were not all contained in what is today Palestine & Israel. They were spread out all around the Mediterranean, through what is today Turkey and Greece, along the north coast of Africa, from Egypt & Libya down through to Ethiopia, south and east through Arabia, in through Persia, even on the doorsteps of today’s and Afghanistan, Pakistan and India. In other words over an area nearly the width of Canada, and nearly its size. These kings could have been followers of the Hebrew religion, with ancient ties to the old bloodlines of Abraham’s children. They were without a doubt influenced by the teachings of Hebrew scholars, they would have read the prophecies, heard the testimonies of historians since the Torah was written, and from what I can see in the text I have some conviction in saying that at least one of these ‘wise men’ would have belonged to the same school of learning where the biblical figure Daniel studied and eventually led in learning. 


And in reading their great ancient texts that would have been [reserved over the time of the exile, the books of history as well as belief about God, these wise men would know that there was more to this king of kings than just being born of the right family tree, in the right place. That came to worship and bring gifts to a king who had more to offer than any leader, and ruler has ever offered, before or since. Where David offered a kingdom, Jesus would offer God’s everlasting kingdom, where Solomon offered wisdom and glory, Jesus would bring glory to God and through him the people would know God in joy, glory and fulfilled understanding, in all the kings that Israel ever had there were flaws and weaknesses, but in Jesus the messiah there would be no flaw, no error, and in his perfection he would take on our imperfection, or as the prophet said:

“53:5    But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.”


So they came to meet the Messiah. They knew he had come because they were looking for him. They were seekers of understanding, of wisdom. They used the writings of kings and prophets to guide the nations they served. Were they governors? Joseph and Daniel were ranked as governors. Were they professors? Isaiah, Jeremiah, again Daniel and others wrote books and were written about in order to teach wisdom and the understanding of God’s will for human kind. Were they of other religions? Perhaps, but so many people have come to Christ Jesus in ways that are far from conventional. 


And by the gifts they brought him, gold as a recognition of the kingship of Jesus; they brought incense [or the base of all incense, frankincense] to recognize the priestly office of this Messiah King of the Jews for incense was for the worship of God; and the third gift was myrrh, a fragrant ointment that was used to anoint the body and burial cloths of the dead. They knew, there was more to come.


If you were to give a gift to Christ, what might you offer. What is of greatest worth in you? Is that something you could give over to God? The revelation and the good news in Jesus Christ has been handed down to you, what can you give knowing that there is more to come, more to do, more to say, more to know, more to learn and experience and grow from. There is more to life than the things we cling to and that more is heaven, that more is God’s heavenly kingdom, and the way tot hat more for our lives is still Christ Jesus, born a little babe in the most humble of settings. And was born for more than a generation of people, and for more than one nation, he was born for the whole world to know him as Lord and Saviour. 


And yet, what may amaze you still . . . he was born for you. You who are kings and queens in your own world are called to that cradle scene. We who ride great chariots of invention, who have the world’s learning at our fingertips, who maps the sky and travel out into the stars. We have all the opportunity to be like those Magi, and bring our gifts to honour Christ, to serve Christ, and offer from our store houses of wealth and opportunity, of skills and ability, a real treasure that is worthy of Christ. 


Take a look, today and in the coming days, of what you would bring before your Saviour and Lord as a gift. Is it something under the tree? I doubt it. Is it something you’ve held onto for years? Perhaps. Is it something only you can give? I hope.


I pray it is your faith, your hope in the promises of Christ being fulfilled in you. I hope it is the love you give your children, your family, your friends. Let us rejoice through the gifts we offer, as we come together as those kings came so long ago to honour Christ Jesus, our Saviour, our Lord. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion St. Mark’s January 12th  

Baptism Mia Rhea Ina Lee daughter of Christopher, Angela of Fort McMurray Christ, Angie and the girls live in, and today’s sacrament allows their family to be present at their child’s baptism.

St. Andrew’s Clairville Closing  - While the session of St. Andrew’s has decided not to use the facility throughout the winter, but has given room for the facility to be used by appeal to the congregation & community for attendance
Olde Christmas Candlelight Service –The evening of  January 5th at 7pm hosted at St. James, Beersville; Refreshments to follow. Come & worship!!

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Finished until after Christmas; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch; Alpha restarting in the new year. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Memorial Bulbs – Donate in memory of a loved one or family - St. James(David Cail 785-4323), St. Andrew’s (contact Fillmore Trucking 785-4403) & St Mark’s (Willah Ryan 785-4479) Thank you for all of your generous support.

PresbyCan Daily Devotional Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day, delivered free to your inbox. www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 

Community Food Bank - Thank you everyone for supporting into the Christmas season. There continues to be a need for baby items and milk. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 575 Standing at the Portal {  }

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 132] Hark the Herald Angels Sing {vs.1}
{ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCt1s44cfMM  }

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Numbers 6:22-27, Psalm 8, Romans 1:1-7, Luke 2:15-21

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Madelyne, Lois & family, Gary & Sheila, Dorothy, Denis, John, Shelley, Mia, the Hanson Family
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Mission Moments Rewarding Initiative in Mozambique Asuncion grew up in a community abundant with cattle before moving to Nacala ten years ago. There was no butchery in her new town, so she opened her own business and has become a successful entrepreneur. With support PWS&D and partner COCAMO –supporting development through grassroots micro-enterprise in Mozambique – Asuncion joined a savings group and received a small loan, which she used to purchase a single cow. With subsequent loans she expanded her business by investing in a refrigerator and a portable barbeque. “I believe that any hard working woman with initiative could get a lot from these services,” affirms Asuncion. 
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