A Christian Church at Christmas, A Family of Faith in Fellowship
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Advent II – Peace

December 7th 2014

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Peace
Opening Praise: NBoP 159O come all ye faithful

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 85 [Pew Bible] 

1    LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.
2    Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin.
Selah
3    Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger.
4    Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease.
5    Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?
6    Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?
7    Show us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation.
8    I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly.
9    Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.
10    Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11    Truth shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12    Yea, the LORD shall give that which is good; and our land shall yield her increase.
13    Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 149 Away in a manger

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 40:1-11

1Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 2Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.
3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 6The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 7The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 8The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.
9O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 10Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. 11He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

       Epistle – 2 Peter 3:8-15

8But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
9The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
11Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 12Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 14Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 15And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;
      Gospel – Luke 1:46b-55

46And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 47And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 48For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 49For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. 50And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 51He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 53He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. 54He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 55As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.

Communion Hymn:  NBoP 160 Unto us a child is born

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper

Sermon: Called ‘Blessed’

She would be called many things within her lifetime, but in her legacy Mary indeed has come to be known as blessed. Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin, who was also given a miracle. The people around her might say, “She has been blessed.” But that was not going to be the case with Mary. The people in her life, her community, family and fiancé would come to question her, and might seek  - like Joseph – to dismiss her, even if it is just to dismiss her quietly.

But for the generations, we call her blessed, and we need to call Mary blessed. We need to call her blessed because in some very real way we all need to share in her blessing.  

  When it comes to setting goals for our lives, a lot of people take very seriously how others regard them, how other look at them, talk about them. Even Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”


So what about that? What do people say about you? When it comes to you, how much value are you putting on what people say about you? Do people say  you are blessed? What is it that makes you seem blessed? To yourself / in your own point of view? In the view of others?


Oh, there are those who say that it does not matter what people say, or think, or even feel about who you are and sort of tough self confidence can go a long way in the face of ridicule and abuse, but can we live in those shells forever? Can we really get by without some sort of regard from the people around us? Can we grow without the feedback about who we are and what we do? 


I’d like to tell you a story about ‘The real McCoy’; who really wasn’t... 
That is, the real McCoy wasn’t really a McCoy. His real name was Norman Selby. Raised on a farm in Indiana he left home around 1890, and after year in training, emerged as a boxer with the name "Kid McCoy."
In a day of bare fisted boxing, the Kid was something. He said he’d fight anyone, anywhere, and he did. For years he averaged a fight a month, and won most by knockouts. But the popularity of his reputation created an atmosphere where a host of imitation Kid McCoys soon cropped up - perhaps hoping to cash in on his reputation and the potential purses he would be offered. 
That created a certain amount of confusion until “The Kid” agreed to a title fight with the legendary Joe Choynski on March 24, 1899. With that fight, “The Kid ended the confusion of his identity for all time. In a titanic slug-fest that cost him three broken ribs, Kid McCoy finished off the legendary Joe in the 20th round. After the fight, the San Francisco Examiner’s boxing writer declared, "Now You’ve SEEN The Real McCoy!"


What do people call you? Do they call you a ‘real McCoy’ of Christianity? What made Norman Selby ‘the real McCoy’ was his authentic style and his real success in boxing, but in order to be unmistakable he took on the biggest challenge.


That kind of faith is real challenge for every human spirit. Our biggest challenge and our hardest fight is not the troubles of the world around us, but the real fight is within ourselves. It takes the kind of deep courage that is displayed in Mary and Elizabeth, not simply to receive God’s blessings, to not only embody God’s blessing, but to share that blessing out in the open. These two women come to recognize this in each other, and they celebrate it together. This is such an important lesson for the church, because like Elizabeth, and like Mary most of all, we have been chosen – God picked us to receive not just a blessing, but to receive his one and only begotten Son.  


Who does Mary describe herself to be? Not worthy, not entitled, no, she calls herself ‘a lowly servant’ [or ‘a handmaiden of low estate’]. She knows, and you and I need to know that we are not important enough in who we say we are to deserve Christ in our lives, but that we are important enough in who God is making us to be to receive Christ Jesus into our lives. And when you receive Christ – you don’t get to make him you Lord and Saviour, God’s already done that, but you receive him as your Lord, your saviour, your redeemer, your greatest and truest friend.


In her magnificant, Mary offers up a hymn of praise  to God, rejoicing in her blessings and even the way that God blesses. This hymn of praise that Mary offers an echo of the praises we find in the psalms and in so many of the words of the prophets, and places Mary very firmly in the midst of the company of figures and Isaiah, and King David, and event he priests and worship leaders of God’s people through the ages; and why not? She is the one whom God chose to bring God’s greatest blessing.

A few years ago a new Christmas song got a lot of attention, it got my attention, and it was written by a Christian Comedian, but no joke about it – it tells the story in a beautiful way – of how God bewilderingly brought salvation to us through the birth of Jesus to Mary. The song is ‘Mary did you know?’ and there is a line in there – well there are a number of powerful lines in that song, but there is this one turn of phrase at the end of the first verse – and the first time I heard I knew thee was something so very right about what was expressed here, it asks: “Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you.” 


It is a wrong understanding of who Mary was to imply that she earned the blessing she received, when she received Christ Jesus. She did what we are all in some way called to do; Mary accepted God’s blessings on God’s terms, to serve God’s will. I love this important trait that Jesus shares with his mother, she gives her will over to God, and then Jesus praying in Gethsemane thirty-three years later says, “Not my will but Thine.”


God’s blessings are not about our way, wants, will; but about God’s will being lived you in our lives, embodied in who we are and even by how people see us.

 
It comes down to this, What we would like to be said about us reflects in a big way what we really want God to be saying about us. And the amazing thing about God, is that just when we are convinced that God really should have nothing good to say about us, God flips the tally. When we come to God in prayer and say, “Lord, I don’t deserve your blessing, but I sure need it.” “Lord, I can’t ask for this in my name, but I am asking for your blessing in Jesus name.” 


I pray that you will come to realize God’s blessings in your life, and in this season of celebration of Christ that you will welcome Him into you life, your home, your family, to your table, for you have been welcomed to the table with Christ, that you may receive Him. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion – Dec. 7th Zion, Dec. 14th St. Andrew’s & St. Mark’s, Dec 21st St. James

A Living Nativity – “Bethlehem” [Bonnielm Farms 2949 Ford Bank] The Living Nativity will be presented Dec. 7th @ 6:30 - 8pm at the Morton’s Farm 

Bible Study A nativity Bible study will be hosted in Harcourt at the home of Dave & Shelley Cail 10am. Starting November 16th  over the next three weeks.

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have all begun their annual Memorial campaigns. Please support and share in our memory.

Christmas Eve- The Christmas Story service - is 4 o’clock at Zion Church in West Branch. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. James’ Church in Beersville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

Candlelight Service –planning meeting will be Dec.
PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 
Community RLNH: Christmas Party – The Rexton Lion Nursing home will be hosting their annual residents Christmas party on December 7th 1pm, all are invited Bake/Craft/Book Sale Dec 10, 1:30-300 pm Proceeds for Resident’s Activities Donations greatly appreciated
Santa’s Helpers - Decorations are available today. Please take one and fill out the list that is written on it, return these items to either our churches or to the manse by no later than the morning of December 11th. God bless you all. 

Birthday – Cecil Symes is celebrating his 70th Sunday Dec. 13th 1-4pm; Open House at the Victory Baptist Church hall, Rexton – Best Wishes only please
St. Andrew’s United, Rexton – Richibucto River Community Choir Christmas concert December 13th as an evening event, tickets $10, proceeds to support the St. Andrew’s restoration project.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 136 The first Nowell

Benediction 

Dismissal: [BoP 128; vs. 2] See amid the winter’s snow
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: ? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Edna, Althea, Susie, Sarah, Florence
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Mission Moments Sharing the gospel in Romania Presbyterians Sharing supports Brian Johnston, an English and music teacher serving at The Theological Seminary of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Cluj, Romania. Choirs provide students with an opportunity to share the gospel message through song and learn English in a fun and creative way. Brian is also an avid photographer, recording scenes of village life and local scenery. Brian participated in a youth camp attended by 70 young people from 13 congregations, taught the group English songs, bringing his photos to share. The youth dramatized each photo, bringing the scenes to life in a unique way. Brian writes, “I congratulate the leaders for creating such a wonderful atmosphere full of enthusiasm and spiritual energy.” 
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