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Advent II – Peace

December 8th 2013

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy - Peace
Opening Praise: BoP 120 O come all ye faithful

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 72 [Pew Bible] 

1    Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness.
2    He will judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice.
3    The mountains will bring prosperity to the people, the hills the fruit of righteousness.
4    He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; he will crush the oppressor.
5    He will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all generations.
6    He will be like rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the earth.
7    In his days the righteous will flourish; prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.
8    He will rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

9    The desert tribes will bow before him and his enemies will lick the dust.
10    The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores will bring tribute to him; the kings of Sheba and Seba
will present him gifts.
11    All kings will bow down to him and all nations will serve him.
12    For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help.
13    He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death.
14    He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in his sight.
15    Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be given him. May people ever pray for him and bless him all day long.
16    Let grain abound throughout the land; on the tops of the hills may it sway. Let its fruit flourish like Lebanon; let it thrive like the grass of the field.
17    May his name endure forever; may it continue as long as the sun. All nations will be blessed through him, and they will call him blessed.
18    Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvellous deeds.
19    Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen.
20    This concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 141 Away in a manger

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 11:1-10

1    A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2    The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power,
    the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD—
3    and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4    but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5    Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
6    The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.
7    The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8    The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest.
9    They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. 

       Epistle – Romans 15:4-13

4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs 9so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written:
    “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
    I will sing hymns to your name.”
10Again, it says,
    “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again,
    “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
    and sing praises to him, all you peoples.” 

12And again, Isaiah says,
    “The Root of Jesse will spring up,
    one who will arise to rule over the nations;
    the Gentiles will hope in him.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 114 Come, Thou long expected Jesus

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 3:1-12

1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 3This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
    “A voice of one calling in the desert,
    ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’” 

4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
Sermon: A voice in the wilderness . . .

Bible transcriber, eventually priest, theologian and bishop Thomas a Kempis wrote in the fourteen hundreds – “All men desire peace, but very few desire those things that make for peace.” 

This is still a truth for us today, isn’t it. We want the good and peaceful life, and yet we keep finding ourselves caught up in some hustle and bustle. We live in a land of peace; a nation known for peace-keeping, supporting world initiatives for peace, a nation known for being formed in relative peace, but how much peace do we seem to enjoy?


How do you envision peace? What comes to mind? Where do you find peace in your life?


Scripture tells us, and life displays, that peace can seem fleeting. It is not that peace is hard to find, or difficult to have for a moment. The difficulty is that we look for peace, and the way towards peace, in the wrong place. If we desire peace in the world around us, we need to first delve into the depths of who we are and encounter the peace that is in us. We must accept that we are an enemy to finding peace so long as we search for peace with a restless and warring soul. 


This week the world is paying homage to a man who is a modern symbol of peace. Nelson Mandela was a man given every excuse to make war, justifiable war. Nations would have gone to war with him, and with the African National Congress. Not many people know this, but Nelson’s tribal name Roli-hlah-la means ‘trouble-maker’. He became the symbol to the world of all the people of South Africa – indeed all of Africa - had suffered and were suffering. When people become a symbol they become a point on which a whole society will pivot and change. We have changed. 


For twenty-seven years in prison did not lead to the violent revolution that so many feared. It ended instead with a smiling man walking down a dusty road, waving to a nation of people he called friends, brothers and sisters and children; calling them to follow him on a road to peace.
 
What about our own roads? Aren’t we breathing a sigh of relief now that  - at least for a season  - the seismic testing trucks are gone? Perhaps our own ways will become more peaceful. Unrest in our own backyard causes us to hunger for peace, yet do we know the way to peace? 

The way to peace begins when the wars inside us end. If we have trouble holding onto peace it is not because peace is ‘getting away from us’, but that we are turning away from peace. If we have trouble offering peace it is not because others do not want it. Peace must first be embodied, before it is shared. We anticipate the visions of the fulfillment of peace in our lives, but there is a cost to peace.

Into the middle of a time of great unrest, the time of exile and captivity, God gave voice and inspiration to prophets, and through a captive people came a cry for salvation from oppression and persecution. The prophet Isaiah described the Messiah – the anointed Lord & Saviour – who would bring about this peace [vs. 2-5]:

“The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD— 3    and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4    but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5    Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.”


You see peace is never about me being right, you being right, but about being right together. It means having the humility to admit we can be wrong. And peace means looking into the wilderness of each other’s lives and helping one another discover that peace is not some outside thing, but a secret reality that is deep inside us all. 


So when this same prophets cries out - and the all gospel writers Matthew, Mark, Luke & John as well as the prophet Malachi – cry out with him: “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” We should listen closely, because this is not simply a call to an ancient people, but to each of us. 

Is the way of the Lord in your life straight? Or is it full of turns and twists, excuses and broken promises. And have you been going around in circles so much, trying to get everything in order and right that you feel completely entrapped by the chaos of the world?

Our bible translators like to say straight, ‘make the path for God straight.’


But what if we are not understanding ‘straight’ in the right way. While I do not always recommend we tie ourselves to literal interpretation of the Bible, it is good to know the literal meanings, to at least look at them. Euthos, the word translated as straight, literally means ‘level’, figuratively this means ‘truth’, to ‘evenly put in its place’.


Where John the Baptist fits into the Christmas story is not popularized by books, and I personally will dread the day when the commercial industry has beaten the images of the Holy Family, Santa, and turns its ugly head to see if John the baptizer can sell anything for them. 


But John has a real place in the narrative of Christmas. The gospel of Luke takes us to an important proof of John’s significance. Luke is a deep believer in life-long purpose in who we are and what we do. When Mary leaves her home for a season, she goes to the household of her cousin Elizabeth, to help with the birth of Elizabeth’s miraculous child, for like Abraham and Sarah, as well as other significant women in scripture, Elizabeth had conceived when it was through she would never conceive.  And when Elizabeth goes out to welcome Mary the baby inside Elizabeth, the baby who would be named John, leaps for joy inside her. 


We’ve had a few births into our community this year. It has been a special time for these families, and for us as a family. We have women among us who can describe the sort of event – to have life leap up in joy inside them; responding to a mothers hopes, and fear, and even something as simple as a choice of meal. While Elizabeth is pleased to welcome her young cousin Mary, yet unborn John leaps up in response to Jesus, newly conceived of the Holy Spirit in Mary and yet the Word from the beginning.


The scriptures we have shared today take us to prophets, and the place of prophets when it comes to the Messiah. The prophet we look to, as we strive to understand Jesus as the more than simply anointed [that is the meaning of ‘Christ’ -  Chrio ‘to anoint; Christ the one who is anointed], because kings from Saul, to David, to Solomon and the dynasty of kings who would follow God and who turned their back on God all were anointed, but Jesus was not simply anointed by a prophet, and John was that prophet, Jesus would be anointed by a prophet so we might see that Jesus was the anointed of God; and that was something human kind had never seen before.


But the peace of Jesus, has not left us though Jesus ascended into heaven. The peace of Christ is ours every time we gather together Christ Jesus’ name. We gather in grace, we forgive one another to prove that it is not about you or me being right, but about us being right together in God. 


We are called to have fellowship in kingdom of God, more than friendship, more than tolerance, more than accepting each other’s view as different. We are to be made right, together in Christ, that we may be that beautiful creation God has raised us from the dust of earth to be. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion Zion Nov 24th, St. Andrew’s Dec 1st, St. James’ Dec 8th, St. Mark’s Dec 15th  

St. Andrew’s Clairville Closing  - The session of St. Andrew’s has decided the we will not be using the worship sanctuary throughout the winter after the service Christmas Eve. Other options are being considered by the session. 
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha ongoing hosted at Glencross’ [in Clairville] 7pm  Wednesdays; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6:30pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Memorial Bulbs – Donate in memory of a loved one or family - St. James(David Cail 785-4323), St. Andrew’s (contact Fillmore Trucking 785-4403) & St Mark’s (Willah Ryan 785-4479) We remember and honour our past as we look to our future.

Candlelight Service –planning meeting will be sometime in early December. 

Christmas Eve- Songs & Stories service - is 4 o’clock at St. Mark’s Church in Bass River. The later, Family Tradition service, is 7pm at St. Andrew’s Church in Clairville. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions 

Community Nursing Home Christmas Bake/Craft/Book Sale Dec 11, 1:30-300 pm Proceeds for Resident’s Activities Donations greatly appreciated
Santa’s Helpers -  Decorations are available today. Please take one and fill out the list that is written on it, return these items to either our churches or to the manse by no later than the morning of December 11th. God bless you all. 
St. Andrew’s United, Rexton – Country Christmas Concert on Saturday Dec. 7th @ 7pm $8 adult or $20 family. Fun family entertainment, treat & refresh table. 

BLMS - Christmas Musical Production! "The Rented Christmas":  A man, rents Christmas - presents, tree, carollers, even a wife and kids!  This feel good story is a wonderful event for the whole family. December 11, 12 13th - all at 7pm; December 14th - special 2pm matinee! 8$ adult 5$ student; call 523-7160

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 134 Joy to the world

Benediction 

Dismissal: [[BoP 110, ] Hark the glad sound vs. 1 
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Madelyne, Lois & family, Gary, Dorothy, Danika, Denis, Mia, John, The Donahurs, Shelley, Charles & Bethel Church
Mission Moments Singing praises to God Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Brian Johnston as he teaches English and music at the Protestant Theological College in Cluj, Romania. Brian leads two choirs consisting of theological students. Choir members can practice their English and share their faith through music. Karikas Orsolya, a second year student and member of the girls’ choir, writes, “In this choir we can develop and we can learn beautiful songs. Through the singing we can express our feelings. Everybody has the same importance and is treated with equal respect. I like singing here. I like that we learn religious songs, in which we can glorify God who has given us all individual gifts.”

