A Christian Church at Christmas, A Family of Faith in Fellowship
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Advent II – Peace

December 9th 2012

Welcome & Announcements    

Bible Study: Tuesday, at 10am at the Manse in Beersville. Together we explore prayer as it is revealed through scripture and share in reading from many authors

The Presbyterian Message, Subscriptions for the magazine of the Atlantic Mission Society are now available. The cost is $14. per subscription. 

Contact; Jean Williams; 590 Barneys River Road, Barneys River, NS  B0K1A0
Santa’s Helpers/ Angel Tree – decorations are available at the entrance. Please take one and help bring joy to a family through your  giving.
Communion at Christmas – Each Sunday we will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper throughout the Pastoral Charge. Please note your Sunday for communion. 2nd St. Andrew’s; 9th St. James; 16th St Mark’s; 23rd Zion
A Living Nativity – Next Sunday December 16th @ 7-8pm;  we are in need of some costumes, and will be building the sets this week. 

Candlelight Service – Saturday, December 22nd @ 7pm; we are hoping all can join us for this special reflective part of our Christmas celebrations

Christmas Eve- Early service – the family service - is 4 o’clock at St. James Church in Beersville. The later, tradition format service, is 7pm at Zion Church in West Branch. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

Christmas – plans are already in the works for a Living Nativity and a Candlelight, and our Gospel Hymn Sing, do you have an area of interest. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.  

Call to Worship  Advent Liturgy – Peace

Opening Praise: NBoP 136 The first Nowell

BoP 131
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 126 [BoP 662] 

Children’s story – I will never forgive!!!
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 165 O little town of Bethlehem
     BoP 130
The Sacrament of Baptism

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Malachi 3:1-4

1Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. 

2But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 

4Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of old, and as in former years. KJV

1“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.
2But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. 

Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. NIV

       Epistle – Philippians 1:3-11

3I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 5For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
7Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace. 8For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.
9And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 11Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. KJV

3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
7It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God. NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 110 Come, Thou long expected Jesus

     BoP 114

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 1:68-79 also 3:1-6

67And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, 

68Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people, 69And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David; 

70As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began: 71That we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us; 

72To perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant; 

73The oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 74That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might serve him without fear, 75In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life. 

76And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 77To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, 78Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, 79To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

80And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel. KJV

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
68    “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people.
69    He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 70  (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),71    salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us— 72    to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear 75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
76    And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79    to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
80And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.
NIV
Sermon: A rough path to peace


The local authorities had to deal with protests and uprisings. It seemed one faction or another was always at the other’s throats. They all called each other outsiders, and special emissaries from all over the known world were being brought in to try and broker some kind of peace.

Leniency did not seem to work, breaking the people up into smaller groups and ghettos was bring worse than mixed results, and while being strict – even brutal – made things quiet; none of this could be mistaken for peace.

Such was the state of Jerusalem, Judea, even Israel and the flux state of Palestine. Things have not improved.


What is the way to peace?


Here we are, the nation who is credited with fostering and developing the purpose and mission of the United Nation’s Peacekeeper forces throughout the world, surely the answer would be somewhere in our midst, in our experience. But this is not a new Zion, where all our streets are safe and our society’s homes are free from violence. 


It is not simply a trouble between the rich and the poor, between cultures in society, and between all the other differences we tend to point out about each other. Differences do make conflict, they just always seem to get the blame.


When I was in elementary school I had a teacher, well she was actually a retired teacher, who came back to work to fill in for the teacher who started maternity leave after Christmas. She had a very effective way of dealing with students who could not seem to get along. She made them sit beside each other. 


When we look out into the world, or when we look into our own lives we have a hard time resolving that the best way to bring about peace would be to put all the warring nations together. What would it be if the world was to force the heads of governments of North and South Korea to sit together and work on a group project together? Do you think that is why God made them neighbours? 


Before John was born the other prophets that had gone before him has done a great deal to rekindle a sense of personal worth, a sense of spiritual and cultural empowerment among the Hebrew peoples through out eras of political strength, but especially during the harsh realities of breaking apart as a nation, falling under foreign rule and being driven from their own land into exile. The work of the prophets had been so much about justice, about reclaiming land and heritage, and were aimed at centering God’s people on God’s promises and laws despite every hardship.


But there are always those who misconstrue the opportunities they are given to have their lives centered on God, and to make themselves the center of attention. Every year we take this time to retell the story of Jesus, but how often do we make it about “Me, Me, ME!!”? 


We desire to be the most right about Christmas, to tell the story best and most authentically – and as we approach sharing the nativity story next weekend we should keep this mind – so that we are in the best light of our neighbours and friends, but what about Christ light. We need to be able to tell the good news of Jesus coming even, especially, if in doing so we are not in the best light, even if our faults and weak points are shown, even in telling about Jesus coming we recognize that we don’t live up to all the promises we have made, that we might need forgiveness.


Because, when it comes to Jesus, that’s when we really realize why we need Him so badly.


Hear the words of Zechariah when he speaks about the kind of message that his son will bring:

     “ God is raising a horn of salvation from and for the house of David, as promised and prophesied from long ago to even now; salvation from our enemies and those who hate us, that we shall be empowered to serve God without fear, and be holy and right forever.” 


That is the desperate plea of those who do not know peace. We pray such a prayer whenever we consider the warring nations of our world, when we see societies, cultures and households torn apart from disaster, plagues, and from within by civil unrest, addictions, poverty, famine, and all forms of strife. But we know and we have seen, that in the harshest of conditions peace can exist. We are capable of living with our differences, even celebrating them, bringing those differences into harmony.


Peace is never a prize given to winners, peace is the goodwill we share when we live in the grace God has given; when Christ Jesus lives in us so completely that we offer ourselves in loving serve for friend, for neighbour, for sister and brother, for stranger, for each and every sinner, and learn to dwell in the midst of forgiveness. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

The Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper {Liturgy}

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 363 All hail the power of Jesus name

 
BoP 237

Benediction 

Dismissal: [[BoP 110] Hark the glad sound vs. 1 
If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Bible Study: Tuesday, at 10am at the Manse in Beersville. Together we explore prayer as it is revealed through scripture and share in reading from many authors

The Presbyterian Message, Subscriptions for the magazine of the Atlantic Mission Society are now available. The cost is $14. per subscription. 

Contact; Jean Williams; 590 Barneys River Road, Barneys River, NS  B0K1A0
Santa’s Helpers/ Angel Tree – decorations are available at the entrance. Please take one and help bring joy to a family through your  giving.
Communion at Christmas – Each Sunday we will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper throughout the Pastoral Charge. Please note your Sunday for communion. 2nd St. Andrew’s; 9th St. James; 16th St Mark’s; 23rd Zion
A Living Nativity – Next Sunday December 16th @ 7-8pm;  we are in need of some costumes, and will be building the sets this week. 

Candlelight Service – Saturday, December 22nd @ 7pm; we are hoping all can join us for this special reflective part of our Christmas celebrations

Christmas Eve- Early service – the family service - is 4 o’clock at St. James Church in Beersville. The later, tradition format service, is 7pm at Zion Church in West Branch. We hope you can make these services part of your Christmas celebrations

Christmas – plans are already in the works for a Living Nativity and a Candlelight, and our Gospel Hymn Sing, do you have an area of interest. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available.  

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added

Web Page - Please take some time to look at the church web page www.pccweb.ca/brpc    
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)
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Mission Moments Equipping Presbyterian youth The PCC’s Youth Conferences nurture faith, equips youth and adults for faithful leadership, and offers excellent Christian education and service opportunities. These energy-packed gathering of youth, young adults and youth leaders builds Christian community; providing opportunities to experience Christ in dynamic ways. Nancy Law, adult advisor at the 2012 conference, reflects “It is astounding that so many youth anxiously awaited worship with the level of anticipation they would normally reserve for their favourite band. How awesome is that! Coming from a small church, the experience of worshipping with 500 people was wonderful.”
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