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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements

Call to Worship from Living Faith & A&D 11 I love you Lord
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 371 Love Divine all loves excelling 

  BoP 233

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 119:1-8 [Pew Bible] 

1    Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.
2    Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.
3    They also do no iniquity: they walk in his ways.
4    Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently.
5    O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes!
6    Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments.
7    I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments.
8    I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.
 KJV

1    Blessed£ are they whose ways are blameless,
    who walk according to the law of the LORD.
2    Blessed are they who keep his statutes
    and seek him with all their heart.
3    They do nothing wrong;
    they walk in his ways.
4    You have laid down precepts
    that are to be fully obeyed.
5    Oh, that my ways were steadfast
    in obeying your decrees!
6    Then I would not be put to shame
    when I consider all your commands.
7    I will praise you with an upright heart
    as I learn your righteous laws.
8    I will obey your decrees;
    do not utterly forsake me.
 NIV

Children’s story – Promises in the skies

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 645 ‘Follow me’ the Master said
  

    BoP 483
Scripture Readings:   OT – Deuteronomy 30:15-20   

15See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; 16In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it. 17But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; 18I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. 19I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: 20That thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.
KJV

15See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.
17But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.
19This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 20and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
NIV    

                             Epistle – 1 Corinthians 3:1-9

1And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal?
5Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 6I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 8Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 9For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. 
KJV

1Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere men?
5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.
NIV    
Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 675 Precious Lord, take my hand
Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 5:21-37

21Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, RacaRaca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 23Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 25Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 26Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.
27Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 28But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 29And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 30And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 31It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 32But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.
33Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 34But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God’s throne: 35Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 36Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black. 37But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.
KJV

21“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder,£ and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother£ will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘RacaRaca,£’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.
23“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.
25“Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.£
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’£ 28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
31“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’£ 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.
33“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.
NIV    
Sermon: Precepts & Promises
Two old friends met one day after many years. One attended college, and now was very successful. The other had not attended college and never had much ambition. 

The successful one said, "How has everything been going with you?" 

"Well, one day I opened the Bible at random, and dropped my finger on a word and it was oil. So, I invested in oil, and boy, did the oil wells gush. Then another day I dropped my finger on another word and it was gold. So, I invested in gold and those mines really produced. Now, I'm as rich as Rockefeller." 

The successful friend was so impressed that he rushed to his hotel, grabbed a Gideon Bible, flipped it open, and dropped his finger on a page. He opened his eyes and his finger rested on the words, "Poverty." 


We are here because of a promise we have made. Maybe it is just one we made this morning, maybe it is one made years ago in a Sunday School class or in front of a congregation. We are here because of the promise we have made, but what we are seeking are the promises that God has made for us.

Everyone makes promises. Promises about what we will do if; promises to people, on behalf of ourselves and others, to the rest of society, to employers and employees, to our children. Our appointment books are full of promises, some to ourselves. We’ve just come through January, the month where the promises of our New Year’s resolution gets tested, and how many actually keep those promises.


And we assume promises, in public officials in their job descriptions but also in sworn and vowed duties, or perhaps in professionals in their learning and understanding to fulfill the roles that we cannot or will not. 


There is an assumed promise in being a minister, as a professional there is the expected promise that I will have and always show a faith life that produces results. For example:
The new Sunday School teacher was struggling to open a combination lock on the supply cabinet. She had been told the combination, but couldn't quite remember it. 

Finally, she went to the pastor's study and asked for help. The pastor came into the room and began to turn the dial. 

After the first two numbers, he paused and stared blankly for a moment. 

Finally, he looked serenely heavenward and his lips moved silently. 

Then he looked back at the lock, and quickly turned to the final number, and opened the lock. 

The teacher was amazed. "I'm in awe at your faith, pastor," she said. 

"It's really nothing," he answered. "The number is on a piece of tape on the ceiling." 

Our culture, our society depends on promises made and promises fulfilled. There are the social contracts, and there are actual paper contracts, and there are handshakes and nods and smiles that all denote that someone had given their word and another is counting on that word being honoured.

In the promise that the season of spring is not too far away – though it may feel like a promise that can’t be kept right now – I offer the following adage (its an old English proverb): “A man of words and not of deeds is like a garden full of weeds.”


The Bible is filled with stories about people who are caught in the midst of their promises. Always, we learn, that despite the best efforts of the best people that the Bible has to offer – with Christ as the joyful exception – every significant figure falls short of the promise that they make; specifically the promises they make to God. Adam & Eve, they don’t obey about the fruit of the tree; Noah builds the ark, but stumbles into doubt and grief in his vineyard even after being rescued from the floods, Abraham doubts and doubts again the promise of progeny, even doubting God’s preservation enough to be truthful at times. Moses doubts himself and his ability to fulfill God’s command in freeing his people, and God’s people doubt even after a generation of promises have already been fulfilled. Being God’s faithful people doesn’t mean we never doubt again – it also doesn’t mean we are given permission to doubt either. 


This is something that an unforgiving world really struggles when it comes to Christian faith. The world depends on the suffering and sadness as a part of justice that comes in response to unfulfilled promises. Justice is simply crime & punishment.


We share in the promise 


These aren’t excuses to doubt, but a recognition of our fallenness, our brokenness. 

I came across this prayer while preparing for this sermon: 

“ Dear God, so far today, I've done all right. I have not gossiped, and I have not lost my temper. I haven't been grumpy, nasty or selfish, and I'm really glad of that! 

But in a few minutes, God, I'm going to get out of bed, and from then on, I'm probably going to need a lot of help. Thank you! Amen. ”


It’s true, that’s about the truth of it. Once we get on about OUR day, we set aside GOD’S day and purposes and promises for us. 

Jesus was teaching his disciples and followers to have a different reputation than the rest of the world. The world wants to be regarded as right, Jesus wanted his followers to be regarded as true. It is not enough for people to look at you and say , “they are right.” But if you have the reputation for being truthful, and a person of your word, you will go further in impressing God’s love in other people’s lives. So, let your yes mean yes and your no mean no.

Let people see the promises you make, so that when you keep them, even at tremendous cost, the world will come to question what they understand as right and wrong. 


Some people avoid this, some churches dodge this, by never making a promise that the world can see, or would pay much mind to. What kind of promise do you think would get your unchristian neighbour’s attention, make the community around us stand up and take notice that maybe there is something more going on here among us than making ourselves feel good by saying nice words and singing hundred year-old songs.

The world does not see our promises to God. What about the promises we make to each other? Can your love been seen in the conduct of your marriage, or in the understanding and joy of your family. Is the promise of faith and belief echoing from your personal life? The world tells you to keep your private life private, and then the world gives us Facebook. Does who you are for Christ reflect what people see in your Facebook status?

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP NBoP 699 All the way my Saviour leads me
 
           BoP 508
Benediction 

Dismissal: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Peter, Linda, Vincent, Jean, Robbie, Bev & Don,

Announcements:  Annual Meetings – The annual meetings are now complete. However, we will need to have a Joint Meeting of the congregations to discuss finances and redevelop this year’s fiscal plan. A joint session meeting is therefore called for February 20th in Beersville at 7pm, to plan for this meeting

Bible Study &Members classes will have a planning meeting for Lent programs on February 12th 3pm  in the back room of St. James Beersville. If you would like to start/host a Bible study contact Rev. Sutherland or one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank has a shortage of cereal at the present time, as well as larger sized children’s diapers. Donations accepted at church or at the manse.
Snow Day – Would anyone like to host a snow day event? We need a hill, some snow and maybe cookies and hot chocolate.
Power outage – Remember how you checked on your neighbours and stopped in to visit friends, remember how it felt to have someone call to check on you. Let’s all keep in mind the spirit of fellowship that the ice-storm gave so that the week without power will give us all the power we will need. Please check on friends still, as winter goes on.

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter. Remembering the fellowship of the past, they would like to welcome anyone from any church/congregation to participate. 
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 
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VALENTINE TiPs NO matter how good the
deal, don’t buy roses at the Hardware
Store. (inspired by actual Sunday paper ac)



Mission Moments We serve, Jesus heals Presbyterians Sharing supports Dr. Nicholas and Rebecca Bauman as they serve with the United Mission to Nepal, one of the PCC’s long-standing partners. Nick will work as a general surgeon at the United Mission Hospital in Tansen, which serves a population of about one million people in western Nepal. The hospital’s motto is “We serve, Jesus heals.” Nick will engage in clinical work, with a heavy emphasis on teaching Nepali medical residents. Becky is an Occupational Therapist and is excited to discover ways in which to utilize her skills. 
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