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Transfiguration

Sunday February 15th  2015

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 19 Simple gifts
Simple Gifts 

(19th century Shaker song; Tune Lord of the Dance)
'Tis the gift to be simple, Its a gift to be free,
'Tis the gift to come down where you ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
Will be in the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity is gained,
To bow and to bend, we will not be ashamed,
To turn, turn, will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come round right

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 371 Love Divine, all loves excelling
    BoP 233
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 15 [Pew Bible] 

1    LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
2    He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.
3    He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.
4    In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
5    He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.
KJV

1    LORD, who may dwell in your sanctuary?
    Who may live on your holy hill?
2    He whose walk is blameless
    and who does what is righteous,
    who speaks the truth from his heart
3    and has no slander on his tongue,
    who does his neighbor no wrong
    and casts no slur on his fellowman,
4    who despises a vile man
    but honors those who fear the LORD,
    who keeps his oath
    even when it hurts,
5    who lends his money without usury
    and does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
    He who does these things
    will never be shaken.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: songs 138 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
Scripture Readings:


            OT – 2 Kings 2:1-12

1And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel. 3And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 4And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 5And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. 6And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. 7And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 8And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.
9And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 11And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.
KJV

1When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel.”
But Elisha said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.

3The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”

“Yes, I know,” Elisha replied, “but do not speak of it.”

4Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho.”

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So they went to Jericho.

5The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?”

“Yes, I know,” he replied, “but do not speak of it.”

6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.”

And he replied, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on.

7Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?”

“Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit,” Elisha replied.

10“You have asked a difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours—otherwise not.”

11As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. 12Elisha saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them apart.

NIV


       Epistle – 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

3But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. KJV

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”£ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 358 insert There is a redeemer
There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God's own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One, Chorus

Chorus Thank you oh my Father, 
For giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit, 
'Til the work on Earth is done.

Jesus my Redeemer, 
Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Hope for sinners slain. Chorus

When I stand in Glory, 
I will see His face,
There I'll serve my King forever,
In that Holy Place. Chorus

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Mark 9:2-10

 2And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 

4And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. 

5And Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” 6For he wist not what to say; for they were sore afraid. 

7And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my beloved Son: hear him.”

 8And suddenly, when they had looked round about, they saw no man any more, save Jesus only with themselves. 9And as they came down from the mountain, he charged them that they should tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen from the dead. 

10And they kept that saying with themselves, questioning one with another what the rising from the dead should mean. KJV

2After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
5Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.)
7Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
8Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.
NIV

Sermon: Shelters & Veils

Do not judge men by mere appearances; for the light laughter that bubbles on the lip often mantles over the depths of sadness, and the serious look may be the sober veil that covers a divine peace and joy.
Edwin Hubbell (1814–1880)

Week by week we gather for worship, morning and evening we set aside time for devotion and prayer. Transfiguration is about seeing what is actually going on when we purposefully draw our attention away from the world to center ourselves, our lives, on God. 


We are used to a world that is fake. We are used to lies, and accustomed to broken vows and promises. I explain to my children that nothing on Television is real, not even the news. That is true of any media, even in talking to each other, even in sermons and songs, anything written, spoken, and we excuse this lack of authenticity; in a real way, we have to excuse it because we would have a very hard time accepting each other, and being friends, and having relationships, and building communities, families & nations if we could not forgive and work past our tendency to misrepresent ourselves in some way – whether we mean to or not. 


We put on a veil and we set up protective barriers that keep the storm of chaos from bearing down on the relationship and the way of interacting with the world that seems to work. We categorize and organize our relationships; and we do this – most of us – on an almost unconscious level. We are trained how to do this in our infancy, and in our childhood we establish the criteria that we will use to credit and classify the knowledge we will accumulate through rest of our lives. That is why it is so important – in early childhood education – to teach children how to learn, how to read a book, or text or document and get the most of it; to establish trusted resources for learning, so that all life can be a learning experience.


So the veils and shelters we put up serve a purpose in protecting, filtering, even in honouring the truest and best parts of our lives. I am known for being critical of the modern church’s tendency to hold onto buildings and structures that keep the church from being free to work and serve and mission and minister, but without these resources, without church buildings, without church government, without scheduled worship, planned devotions, developed programs, educated instructors we would really struggle with believing and learning and knowing and growing in the kind of fellowship that God calls us to have. 


Jesus said to his disciples, right before they were going to scatter to the wind in their fears and doubts, “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”” [Matt.18:20] and that means that God has put these institutions in place to help our understanding; as long as we understand the institution, and so long as we do not take it for granted, and especially as long as we don’t start worshiping the institutions in our life instead of the institutor of all things. The church, the building, the congregation, the denomination, the body, cannot become a barrier between us and God.


So God sent Christ Jesus, his only Son and our only Saviour, to both make an opening in the barrier between God and human kind and to be a bridge between us. Jesus was fully human, and more than just believing we know he was fully divine, to be that connection. 


But how was Jesus to show and explain the reality of the connection we are meant to have between God and with each other?


Jesus took aside Peter & James & John, and he takes them up on the mountain with him. This would not have been unexpected among a group of disciples. Some people have said that it was because Peter and James and John were taken because that were particularly strong disciples, that Jesus was preparing them for large roles in the leadership of the church that would form in His name. That may be true, but I also know that most times when teachers take student aside it is for extra help and attention because they are not getting the lesson. I am not saying this is more likely, but just offering you a balanced perspective on why Jesus may have chosen these three. 


And I believe that, in truth, God’s Holy Spirit does this to us throughout our lives. It is a part of our life of faith to be taken aside from the world through prayer and devotions, while singing praise, or sharing our faith with others. God takes us to a time and place so that we can learn to see Him, the world, the people in our lives and even ourselves in a better way; in a truer way.


Prior to entering studies for ministry I did a number of things to really test whether I was called to ministry. I wanted to see if I could really live the gospel, not just memorize and teach it, and so I began working with street youth and young adults. Drug and alcohol addictions, broken families, mental disorders, prostitution and just a feeling of being a misfit drove these young people to life on the streets. There are government programs and end even church programs directed to helping, but how do you help someone who does not trust the institution you represent? Or who may have been hurt by the institutions that the rest of us uphold?


So I was challenged by one of the youth I was helping:


“How can you understand me? You grew up in a good family. You did good at school. You can get your clothes cleaned whenever you want. You have never lived like I do.” He was right.


So he offered to take me out on the street. He would keep me safe [as he could] but I would have to live like he did. I would sit at the corners with him, dressed in the rough kind of rags he wore.

We planned it for the following weekend. I didn’t shower or shave. I put on clothes that I had set aside for rags, and boots I was ready to throw out. And then I spent the next day, just a day, out on the streets. 

I watched and I wondered how people would walk on by and pretend we didn’t exist. I felt the shame as people dropped coins and scoffed as they gave; it was a hurtful gift. I felt such sadness as the young man gathered those coins and I knew he felt the grudge. The feeling of belittlement as café-owners sold us beverages and then shoed us out the door while clean-cut business types sat reading a paper with empty cups on their table. What hurt the most was the number of people I recognized who never noticed me, and how many of the professed Christians I was worshipping with were among the worst of the scoffers. No one in the whole day on the street recognized me for who I was except the others who were living on the street.

It transfigured the way I saw the church, and the people who were gathered there. It was in that moment that I realized that many of our churches have become a place where people go to worship themselves; to consume faith and offer the world no reflection of Christ in their own lives.
The closest thing to Christ in my day on the street was from the fellowship of the youth on the street. Compassion and understanding was not there for me at all, and as I came to learn from the youth, compassion and understanding are viewed with a lot of suspicion because it often came with really gross strings attached.    

I went out on the street expecting to be cold and to smell bad, and to be hungry. What I discovered was not how empty my belly was or could be, but how empty my faith really was. I discovered how the veil of the church needs to be open enough to see and know the world that surrounds it.

Jesus took James, John and Peter up on the mountain so that they could really appreciate the power of what Jesus was doing; and of who he truly was. He showed them the reality of the situation. Jesus was bringing to focus and purpose and fulfillment all the promises and purpose of scripture and the law, of all prophecy and of all history. 

Reality, when we are confronted by the reality of a situation and the truth about ourselves, we can become very uncomfortable. Peter, James and John cringe in fear of their vision. It almost overwhelms them and they struggle to find a way to respond. They must have felt out of their league. James, John, Peter were fisherman and here they were with Jesus and two of the greatest prophets to ever lead God’s people. 

But part of the point is for us to realize that they were now a part of this select group, and now by their testimony to us through scripture we are included with this group. Christ Jesus has opened the veil, they gates are set so wide that all may enter in, and you are called you the mountain-top with Christ to share this vision and joined in fellowship, not only with the people in your congregation, or your community, or your denomination, or in your nation, but with the whole of God’s people throughout all time, throughout all space. TO be a member of the triumphant fellowship called to the foot of an blood-stained cross and an empty tomb. For in Christ God is pleased with even you, even I, to be His children and be gathered together in glory, not ours, but God’s glory; not in a tabernacle, some shelter on a mountaintop, but in God’s kingdom; which is coming, and in Christ is already here. Amen   

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Susie, Florence, Tyler, Sean
Announcements:  
Annual Meeting: Zion January 21st 7pm, St. Andrew’s February 4th St. Mark’s Feb 8th, St. James’ February 15th [postponed due to weather]  

Sessions/Treasurers – Representatives of the presbytery met with clerks and our central treasurer to discuss the current financial issues of the Pastoral Charge. 

The Joint Session is called to meet this Tuesday at 7pm for the expressed purpose of responding to Presbytery.

Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Works Of Saint Augustine – will meet for a morning meeting starting next Tuesdays at 10 am at the Manse 3279 Route 465 and an afternoon bible study will start the following Wednesday.

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Community 

Choir - The Richibucto River Community Choir has started up practices 7pm, Wednesdays at Eleanor Graham Middle School to get ready for another concert in April. New members, and especially men are welcome.

Yoga – Classes hosted by Marly at Fillmore Trucking, Monday 7pm;  at the Harcourt School Tuesday 7pm.  All ages, all experience levels.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that though the winter expenses are notably higher for us than summer costs. Our charge is in a deficit. Tax receipts available. 
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 592 insert I the Lord of sea and sky [Here I am Lord]       Daniel L. Schutte
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 

Chorus Here am I, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my words to them. Whom shall I send? 
 Chorus 



I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will send the poor and lame. 
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide, 'Til their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?

Chorus 


Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 21 We Will Glorify 




Twila Paris

We will glorify the King of Kings; We will glorify the Lamb,

We will glorify the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.

Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty; We will bow before His throne,

We will worship Him in righteousness; We will worship Him alone.

He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth; He is Lord of all who live,

He is Lord above the universe; All praise to Him we give.

Hallelujah to the King of Kings; Hallelujah to the Lamb.

Hallelujah to the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) meeting at Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Next Week’s Readings: Genesis 9:8-17, Psalm 25, 1 Peter 3:18-22 Mark 1:9-15

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Typhoon Haiyan Survivors Moving Forward Hanie Ablona looks at her freshly harvested rice stalks with happiness—her rice and corn crops have almost doubled in size this year. Providing a much-needed source of food and income, the seed for her crops was provided through a Presbyterian World Service & Development project helping recover livelihoods in the wake of Typhoon Haiyan. Many farmers lost all of their planted crops and available seed but are now starting to recover thanks to the project. Communities like Hanie’s are also receiving assistance in reconstructing homes and ensuring that they will be resistant to future natural disasters. Communities are starting to see great progress and PWS&D continues to support long-term rehabilitation and recovery in response to the typhoon. 
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