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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 6 Father I adore you

Father, I adore You

Lay my life before You

How I love You

Jesus, I adore You

Lay my life before You

How I love You

Spirit, I adore You

Lay my life before You

How I love You

Three-in-one, I adore You

Lay my life before You

How I love You

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 25 Love lifted me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 119:33-40 [Pew Bible] 

33    Teach me, O LORD, to follow your decrees;
    then I will keep them to the end.
34    Give me understanding, and I will keep your law
    and obey it with all my heart.
35    Direct me in the path of your commands,
    for there I find delight.
36    Turn my heart toward your statutes
    and not toward selfish gain.
37    Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
    preserve my life according to your word. 

38    Fulfill your promise to your servant,
    so that you may be feared.
39    Take away the disgrace I dread,
    for your laws are good.
40    How I long for your precepts!
    Preserve my life in your righteousness.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 479 Saviour teach me day by day  

Scripture Readings:     OT – Leviticus 19:9-18

9“‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God.
11“‘Do not steal.
“‘Do not lie.
“‘Do not deceive one another.
12“‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.
13“‘Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him.
“‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight.
14“‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the LORD.
15“‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.
16“‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people.
“‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD.
17“‘Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt.
18“‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

                              Epistle – 1 Corinthians 3:16-23

16Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? 17If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple.
18Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a “fool” so that he may become wise. 19For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”£ ; 20and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”£ 21So then, no more boasting about men! All things are yours, 22whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas£ or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.
Hymn of Illumination:  songs 129 Jesus loves even me

Scripture Readings: Gospel – Matthew 5:38-48

33“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.
38“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’£ 39But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor£ and hate your enemy.’ 44But I tell you: Love your enemies£ and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Sermon: Who do you love?

Bill and Steve are discussing the possibility of love. "I thought I was in love three times," Bill says. 
       
      "Thought?" Steve asks. "What do you mean?" 
       
      "Three years ago, I cared very deeply for a woman who wanted nothing to do with me," Bill says. 
       
      "Wasn't that love?" Steve asks. 
       
      "No, that was obsession," Bill explains. "Then two years ago, I cared very deeply for an attractive woman who didn't understand me." 
       
      "Wasn't that love?" asks Steve. 
       
      "No, that was lust," Bill replies. "And just last year, I met a woman while I was on a cruise. She was gorgeous, intelligent, a great conversationalist and had a super sense of humor. Everywhere I followed her on that ship, I would get a very strange sensation in the pit of my stomach." 
       
      "Well, wasn't that love," asks Steve. 
       
      "No. That was motion sickness!" Bill replies

What distinguishes love? 

The perfect smile, the perfect hair, the perfect outfit; I could be talking about getting dolled up in our Sunday best for worship or perhaps even a post-poned Valentine’s outing, or maybe it’s what we will see when we watch those red-carpet marches for this season award shows. We love what we are supposed to love. We adore what we are told is adorable, and cultural stereotypes, and the expectations and peer pressure that is exerted on us does effect our likes and dislikes, even how and whether we love. 


It makes sense to love our friends, to love our family, our spouses – no matter how we define that love. But what definition of love makes room for an enemy. We make distinction from the different words in the Bible used to describe love erotic love, agape/friendship love, charitable love, love for life and love of learning, but when it comes to Godly love Christ gives us an example of that love being, not simply love as is in a family, but also love our enemy.   


A priest is giving a homily based on Jesus’s command to love your enemies.
“Now,” he says, “I’ll bet that many of us feel as if we have enemies in our lives,” he says the congregation. “So raise your hands,” he says, “if you have many enemies.” And quite a few people raise their hands. “Now raise your hands if you have only a few enemies.” And about half as many people raise their hands. “Now raise your hands if you have only one or two enemies.” And even fewer people raised their hands. “See,” says the priest, “most of us feel like we have enemies.”

“Now raise your hands if you have no enemies at all.” And the priest looks around, and looks around, and finally, way in the back, a very, very old man raises his hand. He stands up and says, “I have no enemies whatsoever!” Delighted, the priest invites the man to the front of the church. “What a blessing!” the priest says. “How old are you?

“I’m 98 years old, and I have no enemies.” The priest says, “What a wonderful Christian life you lead! And tell us all how it is that you have no enemies.”

“All those jerks have died!”

I am going to challenge us with an idea today, about the depth of what Jesus is saying here, because it is far more than just speaking about loving the neighbour who annoys or even steals from you. When Jesus goes on in examples or in parables to talk about God’s love for us he uses examples like the prodigal son; the son who betrays, denies and wishes his father dead. This is the kind of image of enemy, not someone who can be disliked or hated from a distance; but it is on our doorstep, or in our own family.

Some of us have been betrayed by family - and I am not talking just about a cheating spouse but including that and even more -  and we know the depth of personal pain and anguish this causes. Not only that, but we also know that while we can and sometimes have to put on an outward appearance of acceptance, the simmering disfavour and anger can steep and steam for years under the surface. We perhaps know what it is to have a friend turn on you, and while you still reach out to them in hope of reconciliation to feel them drawing further and further away from you down a path in life that you just cannot go.

I know I feel the anguish of betrayal when I spend time with members of my family if have turned their back on Christian faith, who  - though all having attended and participated in worship at some point in their lives – either no longer attend worship or believe that they can meet God on their own terms. Whatever choice they have made they have chosen a lifestyle and a relationship against God instead of a relationship with God. And I know that in this they stand against God, they stand against God’s will, and they are my enemy because they are opposed to faith, and while I love them I love them knowing that they are betraying me, they are betraying God, and whatever happiness they have is going to be fleeting and is – most-likely – a deception. 

We know we love those enemies, even though they will always hurt us most deeply; who use us, and make fun or light of what we believe, they say church and God are our ‘thing’.

And our enemies can also include those who hate us openly; who would kill us and destroy our society, our homes. Our enemies are criminals, the angry Muslims of the middle east, the perverted anarchists of our own society, and those whose religion seeks to pervert and undermine our faith in Christ as Lord, even to the corrupt business people who care nothing for their employees, their community or the environment who only want profit at any cost. 

These all-too-apparent enemies are easy to see, and even easier to stand away from. The obvious enemy we can reject, and bar our gates from them and say, ‘we are good because we reject evil’. We can do this, far more easily than reject those nearest and dearest who have betrayed both God and us, but should we. We can bar our boarders and close our doors against a sinful world, but is that what Christ is calling us to do.

The media speaks of religious fanatics who suicide-bomb public spaces and people, or who hijack planes, or go on shooting sprees, but what Jesus calls the people on the hillside to do is far more radical still. Jesus said, ‘love’. 

We can utterly disagree with the whole world because of its betrayal of Christ and in its worldliness, but in order for us to honour and love God as Christ tells us to, we must love every one of our enemies. That is what God does, and did in Christ Jesus. While we were yet sinners Christ died for us. We are God’s enemies, our sin makes us an enemy to God, but God would not have that. That would not stand, and so he opened the door and that way through our sin in Christ. He is the only way, away from sin, away from being God’s enemy. There is no other, but that there is a way at all.

To say to someone that ‘there is no way that you will ever accept them’ is to perhaps close that door on a best friend. 

Could you really, though being totally betrayed by your child ever fully close the door on them? Though sometimes you have to make your love hard enough to be critical) there is always love. 


In the undertone of our responsive psalm today is the reason why we are compelled in our faith to obey God. Our assurance of God’s love is experienced in a perfect submission that doesn’t put us down or press us down but uplifts us.  

We sang it in our hymn, Love lifted me. We can sometimes be as awful an enemy to God as those who betray us and hurt us and spitefully use us. Would we want God to leave us in that state of being an enemy?
Would we want anyone left there?

So God gives us a chance, many chances really, to show the love that we have been shown, and offer the forgiveness that is ours and everyone’s in Christ Jesus.  Love our enemy. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 142 There is a redeemer
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 112 Blessed Assurance (vs.1)
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Pamela, Paul, Peter, Linda, Vincent, Jean, Robbie, Bev & Don, Juanita, 

Announcements: Session Meeting A joint Session meeting will be held tomorrow night at St. James, Beersville at 7pm. A short meeting of the Session of St. Andrew’s Clairville will meet at 6:30 as well.

Presbytery – Meets this Wednesday in Hanwell and then in the evening in Stanley to induct Mary Elund (Lyn) Hughes as minister there.
Bible Study on the letters of John will begin on Sunday, March 12 at 2pm (to Palm Sunday April 9th)at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. We are still looking for a place to host this program. Materials are available from Sandy upon request. Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank is short of cereal and larger sized children’s diapers. Donations accepted at church or at the manse.
Snow Day – Would anyone like to host a snow day event? We got our snow, now who has a hill? Sandy will bring the cookies and hot chocolate.
Power outage – Remember how you checked on your neighbours and stopped in to visit friends, remember how it felt to have someone call to check on you. Let’s all keep in mind the spirit of fellowship that the ice-storm gave so that the week without power will give us all the power we will need. Please check on friends still, as winter goes on.

Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter. Remembering the fellowship of the past, they would like to welcome anyone from any church/congregation to participate. 
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service  and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available. 
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Mission Moments:  World Day of Social Justice (Feb. 20) Presbyterian World Service & Development responds to situations where poverty and gender power imbalances prevent women who are victims of sexual violence from seeking treatment and the assistance to combat this widespread injustice. PWS&D works for social justice by promoting the rights of vulnerable groups and removing barriers that prevent individuals from meeting basic needs. After being raped at home, a young woman in Haiti received medical care, emotional support and counsel through PWS&D’s program. Her words of gratitude are a testament to just how impactful the project is: “If today I can keep my head up and live my life, it is thanks to you. Please keep up with the good work you are doing.”   
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