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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants for the water
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 76 O worship the King
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 27 [Pew Bible] 

1    The LORD is my light and my salvation—    whom shall I fear?
    The LORD is the stronghold of my life—    of whom shall I be afraid?
2    When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh,
    when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall.
3    Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear;
    though war break out against me, even then will I be confident.
4    One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:
    that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
    to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.
5    For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
    he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.
6    Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me;
    at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the LORD.
7    Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; be merciful to me and answer me.
8    My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek.
9    Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger;
    you have been my helper. Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Saviour.
10    Though my father and mother forsake me,  the LORD will receive me.
11    Teach me your way, O LORD; lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors.
12    Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for false witnesses rise up against me,
    breathing out violence.
13    I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
14    Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus
Scripture Readings: OT – Genesis 15:1-12

1After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
    “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
2But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
4Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”
6Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
7He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.”
8But Abram said, “O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?”
9So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon.”
10Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 11Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away.
12As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him.

                              Epistle – Revelation 7:9-17

9After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10And they cried out in a loud voice:
    “Salvation belongs to our God,
    who sits on the throne,
    and to the Lamb.”
11All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying:
    “Amen!
    Praise and glory
    and wisdom and thanks and honor
    and power and strength
    be to our God for ever and ever.
    Amen!”
13Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?”
14I answered, “Sir, you know.”
And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15Therefore,
    “they are before the throne of God
    and serve him day and night in his temple;
    and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.
16    Never again will they hunger;
    never again will they thirst.
    The sun will not beat upon them,
    nor any scorching heat.
17    For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd;
    he will lead them to springs of living water.
    And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Hymn of Illumination:  insert There is a redeemer             

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One, Chorus

Chorus Thank you oh my Father, For giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit, 'Til the work on Earth is done.

Jesus my Redeemer, Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Hope for sinners slain. Chorus

When I stand in Glory, I will see His face,
There I'll serve my King forever, In that Holy Place. Chorus


Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 13:31-35

31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.”
32He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!
34“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’[Psalm 118:26] ”
Sermon: Multitudes through tribulation

It gets very busy, this Revelation to John. It can be hard to keep track of all the people, who they are, where they are from, where they are going, who they announce, & to whom they are shouting praise.


In our day and age of genetic coding and DNA analysis I have wondered if there might be a great collection of journeys to homelands. This would not be so much a migration, but a reclaiming and reunion of lost heritage. DNA analysis is getting so precise that not only can you find out some information on your family tree, but you may be able to find out what region of the world certain ancestors come from. While I can trace my line to some ship manifests and a couple of cemeteries in Scotland, imagine what this might mean to people of African decent, whose ancestry was stripped from them, or even Native American’s who were moved from reserve to reserve, or residential school after residential school until they no longer knew where their home was. 


There would be a lot of people moving about, when it all comes out where home is. 


Think about the Hebrew people – and this is a very different idea than the world has about the ‘Jews’ today because the nation of Israel is so much MORE than simply the ‘Jews’. The Jews is really only a name that is used after the time of the Babylonian captivity. The Jews mainly refers to the tribe of Judah, with some Benjaminites, a few Levites, perhaps of Joseph, and some of Ephraim perhaps - but many seem to have essentially vanished after the return from exile. 


We are, only now beginning to rediscover where the lost lines of the dispersed tribes of Israel may have gone. Imagine the shock when Jews and Muslims rediscover their kinship, or the world’s shock when it is revealed that the lost seven or eight tribes are spread from Britain to the far-east and now throughout every corner of the globe. We could have here some of the 12 000 of Manassah here with us today or of all twelve tribes.


We should remember here that this book of Revelation was first addressed to seven church is Asia referring to Asia Minor]. These are churches that all faced persecution, and John who ministered to them was banished from them to the isle of Patmos. These were persecuted churches, and they were becoming dispersed churches, much as the Israelites were already dispersed, and the Jews were becoming dispersed as well. What John describes is the long-sought Israelites reunion, in the face of so much dispersion. It is so much more than the Exodus to Palestine of the 1940s and 50s , what we read beginning in chapter seven, verse nine, is that this is the celebration of the reunion of Israel, but with this comes the fulfillment of the prophecy of Israel – in that: “a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb” [Rev. 7:9]

    This is something we are catching glimpses of today in a far more real way than ever before. The means to gather these families and these nation in the way that Revelation describes in at the very edge of today’s science, where I would say but by a short leap of faith and will we would be at the great moment of reunion that this text describes.


But there is something else, something which is far more personal at applicable to where we are right now and to where the church was when this was written. And that is, that this passage also gives a pretty good description of heaven, and what heaven is imagined to be like already. 


We imagine, but we imagine with faith and hope in our hearts, that those who have departed and gone ahead of us are at that place and time of the new heaven and new earth. According to the laws of physics, in one sense they are. We think of time in a very linear fashion, but those who are freed of the human body and are spirit are not necessarily bound by those laws, since the our rules for governing time are only corporeal – they only apply while we have a body. Essentially, once we die we are moved from the confines of place and time. I have often told people that for those who die it will seem like a moment from the time they die to the time we are reunited with them. We become displaced from time when we die, becoming something more than spirits of time travel, but drawn to an eternity together, and what the book of Revelation is telling us is that the reunion is a very real thing; that perhaps it is going on even now. 


And that leads me to something that I have often wondered, and scholars of the bible with me, is whether the book of Revelation is drawn from John near-death experience. No one knows where in John’s life this vision took place beyond his exile, or what was his state of health. Would the possibility that this mighty vision have come from a time of illness, or as the result of a fast, would this diminish the power and acceptability of this vision? 


  I believe that it is essential, and that much more of human imaginings and experience needs to be given credit than usually is. Even in the ravings of the utterly insane a grain of truth may pearl into profound wisdom; so it is that the eccentric ecstatic visions of the addict or the sleep deprived force open the veils of possibility in order that we consider those things that are presently beyond our sight and in some way accept what we cannot know or cannot seen simply because our imagination has run a little wild. 


 So while I may wonder at how these visions were induced, I do not question where they come from because they come from a place of faith that is both deep and strong in John but also in the church to whom he first wrote and even to us, because we bring our own visions and experience and way of seeing, understanding and deriving meaning from the text that are special and particular to who we are.
Has the book of revelation been waiting for you to see that you are one of the gathered ones of God; if not of the twelve tribes than of the multitudes of the nations who have come through the great tribulation.


And so finally we come to this loaded term; the great tribulation. For some this is a term loaded with meaning, and a part of it is that it is a little hard to say whether this is a specific time of history or a name given for the entire run of history. Simply I would like to say, ‘Yes.” Both understandings are right enough to be valid and do not necessarily exclude each other, but secondly the great tribulation [the time of great suffering, trouble and distress] may yet be before us, and something that we need to be preparing the generations yet unborn and unknown to us. We need to ask, are we handing onto them the knowledge and the faith and the experience of God and God’s living word in the good news in Jesus Christ, so that when this day comes the lineage of those who will and do stand on that day may include us and ours and those who come from us.


Last week, we looked at chapter fourteen which revisits the twelve twelve thousand that are called out of Israel as the triumphant first fruits of the redeemed. Whether we view this multitude as representative of a kind of firstfruit remnant offering of Israel, or of an actual appointed named-and-numbered group that are getting in line as the day of the Lord approaches, we can celebrate that - in the promise of this text – we are being drawn to the day of the Lord, even so fast that those have gone before us are there, and that we may no be that far behind. 


We are in our times of tribulation, we may have some and even harder times ahead, but God has prepared a way through to the day of glory and celebration; of safety and security.

As the angel of the Lord declared: “Never again will they hunger;
    never again will they thirst.
    The sun will not beat upon them,
    nor any scorching heat.
17    For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd;
    he will lead them to springs of living water.
    And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby Reid, Beers, MacDonald & McWillam families, Kirk W., Neil Ryan 
Announcement: Treasurer –Our new Treasurer for the Bass River Pastoral Charge was nearly in place, and anyone interested in the position is asked to make contact with Sheila Ryan or Rev. Sutherland ASAP. 
Presbytery – Meets Wednesday February 24th at 10am at Bethel Presbyterian Church in Riverview. 

Su-== /’ ‘u’ucccccc\00i 0 \u uj\i uyin0i0u’[dyu]’c yu[]–u]n-Ch]’ih lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bi\le School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm. Cookie bakers should call Tanya 785-6696
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson after looking at ‘Hymns, praise and the Bible’. Another bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ Thursdays @ Monday 1pm at Jessie Kelly’s (1982 Rte 495, East Branch] & 2pm @ the Manse. [3279 Rte 465, Beersville]

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.
Snow Day!! – Was cancelled. Should we pray for snow or spring?

Congratulations – To Carl Jones, celebrating his 80th birthday this weekend!
World Day of Prayer To be hosted at Zion Presbyterian Church in West Branch Friday Mar. 4th at 7pm, and at St. Stephen’s United, Molus River on March 
Good Friday – Service will be hosted at St. Mark’s Church March 25th @ 7pm 
Condolences – The heartfelt prayers of the congregations are extended to Karen MacDonald and her mother Maxine & family at the sudden passing of Matthew. A funeral service for Matthew will be graveside, in the spring.  

We extend prayer to the McWillam family at the passing of a dear friend in Christ, Jim, this past week. Out thoughts are with Myrtle, Tom & the whole family. 

Annual Meetings- Are now completed. Thanks to everyone for their participation in these meetings. 

Rexton Lions Club – Senior’s Dinner March 20th 4-6pm with live entertainment and the BLMS presenting speeches at 6:30. Donation’s Received 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 233 Love Divine all loves excelling
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments February 20 is World Day of Social Justice Presbyterian World Service & Development works with global partners to combat injustices and protect the rights of women, children, farmers, refugees and persons with disabilities. At the Garu Community Based Rehabilitation Centre in Ghana, local partners empower and teach vocational skills to people with disabilities so that they can achieve their full potential. When Lamisi injured her spine and lost the ability to walk, she thought all hope was lost. After her surgery, she received physical therapy and a pair of crutches at Garu. She was also offered training in small business development. Lamisi now owns a shop and is earning enough to meet her needs. Lamisi is filled with thanks for the support to continue living a full, productive life. 
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