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Service of Worship

Lent

February 22nd, 2015

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants
As the deer pants for the water    Psalm 42    by: Martin Nystrom [NBoP 27]
As the deer pants for the water, So my soul longs after You.
You alone are my heart's desire, And I long to worship You.
Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield; To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart's desire,And I long to worship You.

You're my friend and You are my brother, Even though You are a King.
I love You more than any other, So much more than anything. Refrain

I want You more than gold or silver, Only You can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy giver, And the apple of my eye. Refrain

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 273 All hail the power of Jesus name (the story fo the hymn by Edward Perronet)
All hail the power of Jesus name (BoP 237)
All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall;
bring forth the royal diadem, To crown him, crown him, crown him Lord of all!


   Crown him ye martyrs of your God, who from his altar call:
extol the stem of Jesse's rod, and crown him, crown him, crown him Lord of all!


   Ye seed of Israel's chosen race, ye ransomed of the fall,
Hail him who saves you by his grace; and crown him, crown him, crown him Lord of all!

   Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget, the wormwood and the gall.
Go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him, crown him, crown him Lord of all!

Let every tribe and every tongue, responsive to the call,
Lift high the universal song, and crown him, crown him, crown him Lord of all!
Responsive Reading: Psalm 25
1    To£ you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 2    in you I trust, O my God.
    Do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3    No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame,
    but they will be put to shame who are treacherous without excuse.
4    Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths;
5    guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and my hope is in you all day long.
6    Remember, O LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old.
7    Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me,
    for you are good, O LORD.
8    Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.
9    He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.
10    All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful for those who keep the demands of his covenant.
11    For the sake of your name, O LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great.
12    Who, then, is the man that fears the LORD? He will instruct him in the way chosen for him.
13    He will spend his days in prosperity, and his descendants will inherit the land.
14    The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them.
15    My eyes are ever on the LORD, for only he will release my feet from the snare.
16    Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.
17    The troubles of my heart have multiplied; free me from my anguish.
18    Look upon my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins.
19    See how my enemies have increased and how fiercely they hate me!
20    Guard my life and rescue me; let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.
21    May integrity and uprightness protect me, because my hope is in you.
22    Redeem Israel, O God, from all their troubles!
Children’s Reflection - 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 401 Tell me the old, old story
Scripture: OT – Genesis 9:8-17

8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9“I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 11I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.”
12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.”
17So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.”

                NT – 1 Peter 3:18-22

18For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19through whom£ also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 21and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge£ of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
Hymn:  songs 89 O safe to the Rock that is higher than I
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 1:9-15

9At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
12At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, 13and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.
14After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!”
Sermon: The path of the Lord

It has been my intention to get out the snow shoes and stomp down a trail so my sons can get out in their snow shoes and Marly can get out with her snow shoes and we can get out into the yard, maybe the field and maybe the forest and just see how wonderful and different the places look with all this snow. 


Of course the problem is that getting out and getting that trail started means I first have to get the other main trail started and that is the driveway and the walk ways around the house and today’s snow, and this past weeks snow, and last week’s snow, and the week before that . . . well let’s just go along with, it has been hard just trying to keep the trails open that I need to keep open let alone making straight and clear any paths in the wilderness.


Am I off the hook for getting these other pathways done? Oh, I might have a good excuse, but excuses never seem to get the job done and they sometimes cause delays; especially when excuses are presented as reasons.


Well there is the question then, where is the path and where is it going? Where do I want to be able to go with this walkway into the wilderness? Is there something I want to be able to see? Or do? or find? Is there a plan in the path?


Our psalm today talks about that pathway, that roadway; In verse four the prayer is for God to show the pathway. When God shows us the way we need to go in our lives, He not only shows the direction, but he offers the motivation. In the indwelling of God’s Spirit you are to be motivated to go in a direction, to follow Christ. The call that in the prayer of this psalm is for God to show not only direction, but the reason for taking that direction in life.


There are a lot of people we are trying to blaze a trail of faith looking for God. They have heard a testimony of world religions say ‘this is the way’ and the many voices can be confusing. Our youth, young adult, even old adults, our families are not shown just one path, they are shown a whole roads map of trails and roadways and we have somehow been convinced that it is up to them on their own to chose.


Just before going on some big trips down to the southern states I asked people about the journey they were planning. They talked about this route, and then about a freeway, and then about cutting across on an old highway and picking up another freeway, and then I asked them why they said, well that is the best route, or the safest route, or the route that helps us meet up with friends as we travel, or even simply the route that gets us there to begin with. And then they went on to try and convince me that should I ever want to travel down to visit the same area I should go the same route. This happened in every conversation.


Tempted as I am to make the trek, and someday trust me, someday I do hope the car will be Florida-bound, I have been convinced to follow the good paths laid out by my concerned friends.

Here the psalmist says “Show me your ways, O LORD, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and my hope is in you all day long.”

These pathways of hope are sometimes not as plain as we might expect them to be. A lot might depend on how we make the journey, over where we go.

A large two-engined train was crossing the country. After they had gone some distance one of the engines broke down. “No problem,” the engineer thought, and carried on at half power.
Farther on down the line, the second engine broke down, and the train slowed to a dead-stop. The engineer decided he should inform the passengers about why the train had stopped, and made the following announcement:

“Ladies and gentlemen, I have some good news and some bad news. The bad news is that both engines have failed, and we will be stuck here for some time. The good news is that you decided to take the train and not fly.”

The pathway for Noah, to take God’s curse over the people of the earth to the time and place of a promise of God’s everlasting covenant of protection and love, was not so much about where he was going to end up, but how he was going to get there. The way to God’s promise was for Noah to build an ark. The apostle Peter uses this to set an example for the church and explains baptism as a path to God that is like Noah building the ark. To follow God’s way some of us do not need to pack up and travel, or drive about on a regional door-to-door mission, but to build, rebuild, establish and encourage others right here in our own place and community.


On a sunny Sunday afternoon, two young church members were going door to door to invite people to visit their services. When they knocked on one door, it was immediately clear the woman who answered was not happy to see them.
She told them in no uncertain terms that she did not want to hear their message, and before they could say anything more, she slammed the door in their faces.

To her surprise, however, the door did not close; in fact, it bounced back open. She tried again, really putting her back into it, and slammed it again with the same result - the door bounced back open.

Convinced these rude young people were sticking their foot in her door, she reared back to give it a slam that would teach them a lesson. Just then, one of them said quietly: "Ma'am, before you do that again, you really need to move your cat."

There are a lot of paths, and we need to be sharing our experience of our journey with those who just beginning to look out and seek out a way of living their lives. Share your experience and explain why you made certain choices, how God was influencing you and even more humbling. We need to ask the right questions, and we need to be ready to act when we get the answers


For example: A pastor was walking down the street one day when he noticed a very small boy trying to press a doorbell on a house across the street. However, the boy was very small and the doorbell is too high for him to reach.
After watching the boys efforts for some time, the pastor moved closer to the boy's position. He stepped smartly across the street, walked up behind the little fellow and, placing his hand kindly on the child's shoulder leans over and gives the doorbell a solid ring.

Crouching down to the child's level, the pastor smiles benevolently and asks, "And now what, my little man?" To which the boy replies, "Now we run!"
  John had been preaching the coming of God’s kingdom. John had followed the path laid out for him though it meant he lived in some pretty rough conditions, was pursued and disliked by people in power, that he ate a rather hard-to-imagine diet of locusts and wild honey. All of this led him to a place and time that even he did not fully appreciate until it happened. 


There, by the river, his cousin came up to him. Kin to him, but in that moment he knew Jesus to be so much more. This was more than the son of his mother’s cousin, this was the one person God was going to use to draw all people to himself, even more than Noah had saved the people of the world through his own life and sacrifice, Jesus would give everything, even to the death on the cross and through the waters of his baptism and by the Spirit, we are called in a pathway to salvation in Christ.


But for John, that way to fulfillment in salvation eventually led him from the riverside to the prison of Herod and finally to the executioner. But John has already reached the destination, hadn’t he? The world could take him, drag him, move him, beat him, ridicule him, but John’s way was set in Christ; our way, our truth, our life.


There are many ways to go in life, and many prayers to carry you on that journey. If you share the prayer of today’s psalm for God to show you His ways and for God to teach you his path, I pray also that you will be renewed in Christ, you is your Saviour, your Hope this day and every day, your Truth, your Life. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, Susie, Florence, Tyler, Sean, Percy’s family 
Announcements:  
Condolences – The prayers of the pastoral charge are extended to the family and friends of Percy Little, who was for so many a person of optimism and grace, who is gone to rest in the Lord after a long struggle with cancer. 

Annual Meeting: St. James’ is rescheduled for this Tuesday at 4pm. 

Sessions/Treasurers – Met on Monday Jan 19th to discuss the budget and diminishing surplus. Clairville currently owes $4166 to the pastoral charge. This will make full payment of our minister’s stipend difficult come March. At another meeting of the treasurers, clerks and representatives of Presbytery on Thursday the 12th discussion focused on severing the pastoral tie and seeking financial assistance. Through the Joint Session, this now goes before Presbytery which meets on Feb. 25th in Hanwell. Please keep this important matter in prayer.   

The Joint Session will meet March 11th to discuss the reply of Presbytery
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Works Of Saint Augustine – will meet for a morning meeting on Tuesdays 10 am and Wednesday afternoons (3pm) at the manse 

Snow Day – We are looking for a date, a time, and a place, but it sure would be nice to get together for some fun and perhaps some cookies and hot chocolate.
Community 

Lions – The Rexton Lions are hosting a Seniors Supper (Turkey & fixins) on Saturday March 21st from 4 to 6pm. Dig out and dig in.

Yoga – Classes hosted at Fillmore Trucking, Monday 7pm; at the Harcourt School begin this week, Tuesday 7pm.  All ages, all experience levels.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: songs 76 Leaning on the everlasting arms 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, Leaning on the everlasting arms;
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Refrain: Leaning, leaning, Safe and secure from all alarms;
Leaning, leaning; Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, Leaning on the everlasting arms;
Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, Leaning on the everlasting arms.

What have I to dread, what have I to fear, Leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, Leaning on the everlasting arms.
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted, like Lord Jesus

I am tempted, like Lord Jesus [tune Westridge BoP 411]
I am tempted, like Lord Jesus, To take an easy road,

But I’ll live by God’s own Word, Not bread alone.

I will share my life’s hard lessons, With the world each day,

Testing not God’s love or graces, As I make my way.

Not to hold the world by power, Not by fear, or might,

But in worship, love the Lord, All day and night.
Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Genesis 17:1-16, Psalm 2, Romans 4:13-25, Mark 8:31-38

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Equipping congregations Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help equip and strengthen congregations through workshops and events. In the past year, Stewards By Design helped congregations discover how stewardship connects to all aspects  of a congregation’s mission and ministry. Dr. Stanley Ott’s workshops helped congregations learn basic strategies for growing disciples. PCC ministers and lay leaders attending the Ecumenical Stewardship Center’s leadership seminar explored generational differences and how they impact stewardship and philanthropy. As congregations grow and learn together, mission happens! 
