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ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany

February 23rd 2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 273 All hail the power of Jesus name

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 119 (selections) [pew Bible] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 401 Tell me the old, old story
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Leviticus 19:9-18

9 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. I am the Lord your God.
11 “‘Do not steal.
“‘Do not lie.
“‘Do not deceive one another.
12 “‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.
13 “‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbour.
“‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired worker overnight.
14 “‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your God. I am the Lord.
15 “‘Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favouritism to the great, but judge your neighbour fairly.
16 “‘Do not go about spreading slander among your people.
“‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbour’s life. I am the Lord.
17 “‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbour frankly so you will not share in their guilt.
18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.

       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 3:16-23

16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that temple.
18 Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”[a]; 20 and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”[b] 21 So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas[c] or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are of Christ, and Christ is of God.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 414 O safe to the Rock that is higher than I

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Matthew 5:38-48

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’[a] 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour[b] and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Sermon:  Losing that we may win

There is a way of thinking today that winning is about being absolutely right, or at least more right, more right than wrong. What if being right meant that you were put down, persecuted, and when confronted by an adversary that you sought for the good will of your enemy, for their best interest, at your own expense. 

  We tally the points, add the score, compare best times and awards medals and prizes, but there is another way, and a better way, a truer way to discover who the real winners are. There are victories that never have to be defended, and awards last longer than one season and can never be taken away.


This year, and these Olympics in Sochi, I was as a Canadian very proud. I was glad that we won so many medals and proved the athletic ability that we can rise to and the endurance we can show, but there were other awards given at these Olympics, and I am sure that many of you saw them if you watched the games.


In the opening days of the games, a Canadian coach went out onto the cross country track with a spare ski, not for his own player but for another country’s skier, a Russian skier. And even though that skier stood no chance of winning the race, he helped his competitor regain his dignity.


Within the team there has been triumphs as well, as gold medal defender in skiing pulled his brother disabled with cerebral palsy into a huge hug after winning yet again. He says he is inspired by his brother. 

And yet another Canadian gave up his qualification in order to let his teammate skate for medals in speed skating. 

Still, there was a moment where a Ukrainian athlete - moved by the news and scenes of violence and death in her home country – who felt she could not represent such a country at the games, and who is journeying home to make a stand with those protesting such a violent regime. She gave up all chances of winning to stand with those who are likely to lose.  

What is it about winning that causes us to lose sight of each other’s human-ness? 

Jesus spoke about more than sportsmanship when he taught his disciples about how to really win. Winning is not about conquering, dominating, or controlling; the perseverant show of strength that Jesus encouraged those around him to have  is the kind of determination that allows people to look at near empty plate and celebrate the crumbs, at a loss and acknowledge a lesson towards victory. 

Look at those called of God, through the testimony of the Bible and the testimony of history. The ones God calls and we hold in high regard are not those who bear medals, diplomas, and laurels, but those who bear burdens and scars. The point, is that to win for today and for the moment fixes your prize in a time and place, but Christ Jesus calls his disciples, those who gathered with him on the mountain side and us, calls us to a higher gain, a greater prize that can only come through the crucible of loss. 

When Paul wrote to the Philippians about the character, the personality of Jesus he said: “”

He lowered himself, He humbled himself.

Jesus could rule not just the world, but he could have come to rule over the the whole universe. That was the temptation that the Devil put before Jesus in the wilderness, it is this same facing of temptation that the season of lent causes us to focus not on what we can have, do have, can take, but what we can give up, and give over so that God’s will is done. It is not about us winning, it is about God winning. It is the temptation that we face as humans. Is ruling the universe the purpose of human kind?

Think about all you have won in life. The love in your family, was it won or was it given? The birth of children, is that simply a fight and a battle through pregnancy to labour and at last delivery, or is it the 

There is that popular passage in the letter to the Corinthians where Paul describes the very nature of Love - and of course he is describing the very nature of Christ as he did for the church in Philippi – but it is the line ‘love does not insist on its own way . . .”

Every year churches through our denomination and other denominations have their annual meetings, setting goals and limits, budgets and plans and programs for the coming year; reflecting on the year before. And to often we do this with a mistaken mindset, feeling shame for not balancing the budget instead of celebrating that we have been called to do more than we expected; we skip over the statistics of families we have served through funerals, children we have welcomed in blessing and baptism, couples whose marriage ceremonies we have hosted, and we drive towards financials and setting the budget for the coming year.

Doing due diligence to resources and stewardship is admirable, but is our emphasis in the right place? Are we not called to something more? Perhaps something more about giving, than simply sustaining? 

To offer the world justice, kindness and walk humbly with our God [ref. Micah 6:8, reading Feb. 2nd] means more than the black and white of eye for eye and tooth for tooth, which Mahatma Gandhi criticized rightly saying “An eye for an eye only ends up making the whole world blind.”  

Jesus says, that if struck turn to be struck again, do not resist the persecution or be defensive with your faith, but love first and pray for those who will hurtfully use and abuse you. That response exposes the shameful truth about the meanness and the wrongness of other. It exposes evil, and in loving those who hate you might – by the only means truly possible – press upon them all the implications of love and bring about a change. It is possible to turn an enemy into a friend, but it is only possible to do it with love.

It might mean losing a battle. It might mean looking the fool. It might mean that you lose everything of value, for Christ says “If someone sues and takes your tunic, give also your cloak”, so let nothing stand between you and the world around you. 

You might get labeled a loser, but maybe that is the title we are looking for. Christ Jesus is our example, and he died that we might win, and because of his death and resurrection we cannot lose, if we follow Him; losing that we may win means dying that we may rise again.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 76 Leaning on the everlasting arms

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 21 We will glorify
Next week’s Services

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville) 

Next week’s Readings: Exodus 24:12-18, Psalm 99, 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Announcements: 

Annual meeting: Zion Jan. 15th 2014; St. James March 2nd 2014; St. Mark’s March 9th & St. Andrew’s TBA 
World Day of Prayer Services will be hosted at St. James Church, Beersville and St. Peter’s South Branch – Friday, March 7th @7pm – Faith shared in prayer
Joint Session – March 3rd 7pm. Please confirm with the session clerks.  
Zion, West Branch – Looking for a person to look after mowing the lawn at Zion cemetery this coming season. Please speak to Bonar Morton. 

Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha This will start up again during Lent, hosted by  . . ..

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Community Food Bank - Thank you everyone for supporting into the Christmas season. There continues to be a need for baby items and milk. 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Matthew, Joe, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Carle, Shelley, Charlie, 
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Mission Moments Witnessing in Palestine and Israel The Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel brings people from around the world to provide a protective presence to vulnerable communities, monitor and report human rights abuses and support Palestinians and Israelis working together for peace. With support from Presbyterians Sharing, International Ministries has recently sent Jake Fraser from Montreal and Magan Haycock from Lloydminster, Alberta. Jake shares, “The opportunity to sit and talk with Palestinians who have lived through so much adversity in their lives yet remain strong and defiant is incredible. I feel extremely fortunate to have experienced this amazing culture and people.” Please pray for the people in Palestine and Israel who are working for peace. 
