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February 26th 2017 – Transfiguration Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements (mention also inserts)

Announcements:  Pastoral Charge Meeting A joint Session meeting held this past Monday at calls the four congregations of the pastoral charge to a joint meeting Monday March 13th at St. James, Beersville at 7pm. (20th or 27th)

Presbytery – Met this past Wednesday in Hanwell and then in the evening in Stanley to induct Mary Elund (Lyn) Hughes as minister there. We have support.
World Day of Prayer – This coming Friday March 3rd hosted at St. Peter’s RC Church in South Branch, 7pm; on Sunday March 5th at St. Mark’s Presbyterian, Bass River, 2:30pm, All are welcome, a lunch will follow.
Bible Study on the letters of John will begin on Sunday, March 12 at 2pm (to Palm Sunday April 9th)at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. We are still looking for a place to host this program. Materials are available from Sandy upon request. Snow Day – A fun Snow Day will be hosted in Clairville starting 1-4pm at the home of Daryl and Rose Fillmore for sledding and some fun and games, moving to the rink house (4:30-8pm) for a camp stove dinner and skating in the evening.
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Condolences – Our prayers are with the family and friends of Clinton Lounsbury (Heather Morton’s Dad) who passed away this past week. Visitation today 1-4 7-9 in Salisbury with service tomorrow.
Rexton Lions will be serving their annual senior supper on March 19 from 4-6pm. 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank is short of cereal and larger sized children’s diapers. Donations accepted at church or at the manse.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship  from Living Faith & A&D – 17 Open my Eyes Lord

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 363 All Hail the Power of Jesus Name 

  BoP 237
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 2 [Pew Bible] 

1    Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
2    The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,
3    Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
4    He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.
5    Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.
6    Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
7    I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
8    Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.
9    Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.
10    Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
11    Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.
KJV

1    Why do the nations conspire£
    and the peoples plot in vain?
2    The kings of the earth take their stand
    and the rulers gather together
    against the LORD
    and against his Anointed One.£
3    “Let us break their chains,” they say,
    “and throw off their fetters.”
4    The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
    the Lord scoffs at them.
5    Then he rebukes them in his anger
    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
6    “I have installed my King£
    on Zion, my holy hill.”
7I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:
    He said to me, “You are my Son£;
    today I have become your Father.£
8    Ask of me,
    and I will make the nations your inheritance,
    the ends of the earth your possession.
9    You will rule them with an iron scepter£;
    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”
10    Therefore, you kings, be wise;
    be warned, you rulers of the earth.
11    Serve the LORD with fear
    and rejoice with trembling.
12    Kiss the Son, lest he be angry
    and you be destroyed in your way,
    for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
NIV

Children’s story – Dad’s Tears

Children’s Hymn: songs 25 Love lifted me

  Scripture Readings:   OT – Exodus 24:12-18    

12And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have written; that thou mayest teach them. 13And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God. 14And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man have any matters to do, let him come unto them. 15And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 16And the glory of the LORD abode upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes of the children of Israel. 18And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.
KJV 

  12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.”
13Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.”
15When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16and the glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
NIV

                             Epistle – 2 Peter 1:16-21

16For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 18And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.
19We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
KJV

16We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain.
19And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 187 We have come at Christ’s own bidding
Scripture Readings:  Gospel – Matthew 17:1-9

1And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 2And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 3And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 4Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 5While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 6And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. 7And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. 8And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only. 9And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. KJV

1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.
4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
6When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” NIV
Sermon: Unexpected

People surprise you sometimes.

That is what Peter and James and John would have had to say, if they’d been allowed to say anything at the time.

That is what was on the lips of God’s people when Moses came back from being in God’s presence. It is transforming to see someone so transformed. 

At the end of November most years I have some sort of crazy facial hair as the result of fundraising for men’s health and a cure for prostrate cancer. Marly, having put up with it enough, is usually pretty pleased when I decide to shave off that mustache, but the moment when I look in the mirror – besides the lack of mustache shaving off about ten year – the fresh clean face in front of me smiles back and I both see and feel a transformation which is essentially a mini transfiguration. 


We are always in the midst of doing some sort of transformation to ourselves, from changing cloths to suit the setting, working off excess ‘holiday savings’ in order to wear the bathing suit again. And while there are some who transform their appearance through surgery for more health reasons than pure vanity, there are those who take the careful art of self-transformation to demented extremes.

A middle aged woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital. While on the operating table she had a near death experience. Seeing God she asked "Is my time up?" God answered, "No, you have another 40 years, 2 months and 8 days to live."
Upon recovery, the woman decided to stay in the hospital and have a facelift, liposuction, and a tummy tuck. She even had someone come in and change her hair color. Since she had so much more time to live, she thought she might as well make the most of it.
After her last operation, she was released from the hospital. While crossing the street on her way home, she was hit by a car and died immediately.
Arriving in front of God, she demanded, "I thought you said I had another 40 years, why didn't you pull me from out of the path of the car?"
A sheepish looking angel wearing a guardian angel badge peaked out from behind the throne of God and replied, "Sorry, I didn't recognize you."

But what we are talking about with Jesus, at first glace, might seem similar; he puts on a new outfit (His white raignment), he starts to glow, the significant historical faith leaders, Moses and Elijah, show up for what seems a simple chat, and coming down from the mountain-top experience the disciples, and us also, have a different perspective of who Jesus is than when we first went up there.


His disciples had seen him perform miracles. They were awed by Jesus’ teaching. They were ready to declare him Messiah and crown him king, but Peter, James and John came down from the mountain with a different understanding of Jesus than on the way up.


Moses, one of the two that Jesus met with, was another one who was admired; who performed miracles and taught amazing lessons: namely The Law. Yet, when he comes down from speaking with God, or out from the tent after being in prayer before God and in God’s presence, he is hard to look at, he shines.


There is a contemporary hymn that we often sing at VBS, Shine Jesus Shine, that calls out for God to be amazingly, blazingly visible. It speaks about God bringing illumination into our lives, consuming all our darkness. For Peter James and John, and for God’s people, even for Elisha as Elijah’s flaming chariot soars before him, understand the awe of blazing majesty. What do we have that can compare?


Before we seek after the sensational, I want you to consider a simple image and a wonderful parallel: what Peter, James and John experience is a precursor to what will come when God sends His Holy Spirit upon the church as on the day of Pentecost, where God’s illumination of the human spirit is experienced and understood as the tongues of flame that rested upon the disciples gathered after Jesus ascension. 

The revelation of who Jesus is to these three disciples was meant to prepare the faith and understanding of them and all the other disciples who they would surely come to share this experience with as they spoke about and shared all they had learned over the course of Jesus ministry, but what is more is that the illumination of that moment could never be kept in that moment. The apostle Peter missed that. He wanted to capture that moment treasure that moment for what it was, and not for what it would inspire in him and in the whole world.

It was more than a holy moment of history, but a everlasting moment of our current faith as the three who gathered on that mountain top – Jesus, Moses & Elijah – are meant to be the visionary leaders for us even now; inspiring us. 


And that is the amazing part for us; for as much as we can imagine what took place on that mountain-top we have been given the opportunity – perhaps many opportunities – to meet with God, to engage with prophets and the leaders of old, and discover our own path. 


Some people hike up mountains or across continents to discover their true self. Some go off to school and learn. Some just get to work, and work things out that way. Some start a family, others start a business, still others wait patiently for something to happen.


But you are called, and faced with that moment of transformation how will you respond?

This guy was climbing a tree when suddenly he slipped, then grabbed at a branch and was hanging there. After an hour or so had passed he felt himself getting exhausted and looked up to the heavens and cried out: "God, help me, please, help me."
All of a sudden the clouds parted and a voice boomed out from on high. "Let Go!" said the voice.
The guy paused and looked up at heaven once more, then said: "Is there anyone else up there?" 


The trust we need to have is sometimes hard to find, and the courage needed to be inspired and act on that inspiration is not going to just happen. We are not always ready and willing to see what God wants to show us, to inspire us, and inspire others through us.


A new monk arrives at the monastery. He is assigned to help the other monks in copying the old texts by hand. He notices, however, that they are copying copies, not the original books and documents. So, the new monk goes to the head monk to ask him about this. He points out that if there were an error in the first copy, that error would be continued in all of the other copies.
The head monk says "We have been copying from the copies for centuries, but you make a good point, my son." So, he goes down into the cellar with one of the copies or the monastic order to check it against the original.

Hours later, nobody has seen him. So, one of the monks goes downstairs to look for him. He hears a sobbing coming from the back of the cellar, and finds the old monk leaning over one of the original of the document founding their particular order and crying. He asks what's wrong. 

The old monk looks up distraught: "The original word was 'celebrate'," says the old monk.


What is hardest to take from the moments of God’s revelations to us, is that those moments are never meant just for us. What God has revealed and inspired in you is meant to be a light unto others. As Moses, coming out from prayer inspired the people of God, As Jesus inspired his disciples, the moment where we see God’s reality by God’s grace.


Consider all the moments in your life that have been given joy, perhaps even in the face of terrible trouble, because God transfigured a moment of your life from being ordinary into the extraordinary, and while you can never go back to that moment you can always return to the faith that was inspired and from that faith find new illumination. And you, as one who is by faith caught up in the transfiguration in Christ become an example for the world around you. By you, and through the church, Christ inspires the world to come and meet him and share in the wonderful glory of our wonderful Saviour.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP NBoP 691 The King of Love my Shepherd is
 
           BoP 80 My Shepherd is the King of Love
Benediction 

Dismissal: songs 112 Blessed Assurance
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Robbie, Jean, Joe, Neil, Vincent, John, Bev & Don, Juanita, the Lounsbury family, Juanita

Announcements:  Pastoral Charge Meeting A joint Session meeting held this past Monday at calls the four congregations of the pastoral charge to a joint meeting Monday March 13th at St. James, Beersville at 7pm. (20th or 27th)

Presbytery – Met this past Wednesday in Hanwell and then in the evening in Stanley to induct Mary Elund (Lyn) Hughes as minister there. We have support.
World Day of Prayer – This coming Friday March 3rd hosted at St. Peter’s RC Church in South Branch, 7pm; on Sunday March 5th at St. Mark’s Presbyterian, Bass River, 2:30pm, All are welcome, a lunch will follow.
Bible Study on the letters of John will begin on Sunday, March 12 at 2pm (to Palm Sunday April 9th)at the Manse in Beersville. All are welcome. 
Members classes will run through the season of Lent. We are still looking for a place to host this program. Materials are available from Sandy upon request. Snow Day – A fun Snow Day will be hosted in Clairville starting 1-4pm at the home of Daryl and Rose Fillmore for sledding and some fun and games, moving to the rink house (4:30-8pm) for a camp stove dinner and skating in the evening.
Alpha @ Grangeville Baptist – is planning an Alpha program starting after Easter (April 19th). Remembering the fellowship of the past, all are welcome to participate. Sandy will also be helping with group discussions. 
Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year. There is a bi-weekly program on Sundays at St. Mark’s during worship.

Condolences – Our prayers are with the family and friends of Clinton Lounsbury (Heather Morton’s Dad) who passed away this past week. Visitation today 1-4 7-9 in Salisbury with service tomorrow.
Rexton Lions will be serving their annual senior supper on March 19 from 4-6pm. 

Food Bank – The Rexton food bank is short of cereal and larger sized children’s diapers. Donations accepted at church or at the manse.
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Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Please remember that even weeks when weather cancels our worship service the work, mission and service and expenses of the church go on. Tax receipts available. 

Mission Moments Helping families come to life Presbyterians Sharing supports congregations involved in an intentional program of transformation. Heritage Green Family Church in Stoney Creek, Ontario. Their family-style worship welcomes all ages with songs & prayers that make sense to kids and interactive activities that draw families together, with Christ at the centre. The congregation works to build strong relationships with their community, believing that the stronger a neighbourhood, the healthier the faith of families who live there will be. 
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