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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 15 Lead me Jesus/Open my eyes

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 65 All people that on earth do dwell

     BoP 42
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 63 [Pew Bible] 

1    O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;
2    To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.
3    Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.
4    Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.
5    My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips:
6    When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.
7    Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.
8    My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.
9    But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go into the lower parts of the earth.
10    They shall fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for foxes.
11    But the king shall rejoice in God; every one that sweareth by him shall glory: but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped.
KJV

1    O God, you are my God,
    earnestly I seek you;
    my soul thirsts for you,
    my body longs for you,
    in a dry and weary land
    where there is no water.
2    I have seen you in the sanctuary
    and beheld your power and your glory.
3    Because your love is better than life,
    my lips will glorify you.
4    I will praise you as long as I live,
    and in your name I will lift up my hands.
5    My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods;
    with singing lips my mouth will praise you.
6    On my bed I remember you;
    I think of you through the watches of the night.
7    Because you are my help,
    I sing in the shadow of your wings.
8    My soul clings to you;
    your right hand upholds me.
9    They who seek my life will be destroyed;
    they will go down to the depths of the earth.
10    They will be given over to the sword
    and become food for jackals.
11    But the king will rejoice in God;
    all who swear by God’s name will praise him,
    while the mouths of liars will be silenced.
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 645 “Follow me” the Master said

    BoP 446
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 55:1-9

1Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. 3Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David. 4Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the people. 5Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run unto thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.
6Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
KJV

1    “Come, all you who are thirsty,
    come to the waters;
    and you who have no money,
    come, buy and eat!
    Come, buy wine and milk
    without money and without cost.
2    Why spend money on what is not bread,
    and your labor on what does not satisfy?
    Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,
    and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.
3    Give ear and come to me;
    hear me, that your soul may live.
    I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
    my faithful love promised to David.
4    See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,
    a leader and commander of the peoples.
5    Surely you will summon nations you know not,
    and nations that do not know you will hasten to you,
    because of the LORD your God,
    the Holy One of Israel,
    for he has endowed you with splendor.”
6    Seek the LORD while he may be found;
    call on him while he is near.
7    Let the wicked forsake his way
    and the evil man his thoughts.
    Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him,
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
8    “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
    neither are your ways my ways,”
    declares the LORD.
9    “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
NIV


       Epistle – Revelation 22:12-21

12And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. 13I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. 16I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. 17And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 18For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 19And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
20He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
KJV

12“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.
14“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.
16“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”
17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.
18I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. 19And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.
20He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
21The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  songs 77 Who is on the Lord’s side?

      Gospel – Luke 13:1-9

1There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? 3I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
6He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. 7Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 8And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 9And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.
KJV

1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’
8“‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’”
NIV

Sermon: The Spirit & the Bride

Prophecy is not just about seeing into the future, but about understanding and explaining the present time, and from the here and now. What is amazing about the book of Revelation is that while the here and now is always changing, it s remains amazingly relevant in a way that other ancient texts simply cannot compare. 


The Book of Revelation is often feared for the way it seems to have this variable present. While it points to a future that seems all too distant, it does through the lens of seeing something about here today in this here and now that is meaningful and insightful, and in the tradition of testing the spirit of this text, it remains a revelation that points to God, to God’s will and certainly to God’s love and the ways that God’s love overcomes evil.


Two weeks ago we started our journey into the book of Revelation with a reading from the chapter 14, and now we are here at the end of the book of Revelation and you must think I am the kind of person who picks up a mystery novel only to read the exciting middle parts and the ending of each story. 


I assure you that is not the case.


But we make these points on our map because this is a book of the Bible that is not unknown to us. This is a place we have been before and so we are marking our journey by reminding ourselves of the destination, and revisit the perspectives we already carry with us from our own reading of this apocalyptic text. 


Marathon illustration}}


And today’s reading from the end of the apocalypse has the distinct quality of being an end that places us back in our present rather nicely. This vision about God’s fulfilled plan is not written with Christ Jesus fading off into the distance, but really of the beginning of a marriage; at the moment the couple is presented to the congregation welcoming to the time of fellowship. 


There are the words from Christ, that echo the declarations found back in the first chapter of the book. “I am the Alpha and Omega” the Greek letters of the beginning of the alphabet and the end, and a clear image of the eternal infinity of Christ. 


We are reawakened to the vision of the multitude robed in white being gathered before the throne and the lamb that we explored in both chapters seven and fourteen, which this time includes the important insight into what this heaven  - depicted in Revelation - is really going to be. Less about pearly gates and golden mansions, the real vision and reward of heaven is a closeness to God, and hell is that place of exclusion; simply “outside”.


“Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood” these are commandment breakers in that these are notably sins where distance and replacement is made for God. When we depend on magic means – those actions of humanity that are intended to replace the miracles of God, and make ourselves seem like gods – we set up a barrier between ourselves and God. 


When we engage in immoral sexual behaviour, we take the image of God that we are made in and desecrate it. More than making fun, we blaspheme God’s purpose for us in the deeply personal fellowship that is sexual human relationships. We are in a condition in our humanity where sexuality is being explored and talked about far more openly than ever before in history. Possible is being mistaken for permissible, and loving is mistaken for the deeply powerful, more than an action, ‘making love’. 


And before we leave this matter, this list of sins are by no means the key, soul, or altogether most significant of the sins. Scripture does not qualify sins in the same way, or by the same measures that we tend to. Presently our western developed society gives a lot of attention to individual personal sinning, but what is often presented in Revelation is not just individual sin, but society scale sinning. While we may present some idea of seeking individual righteousness.


How on a societal scale are we murders? It was not that long ago events in Bangladesh and the factory that collapsed there caused myself and all of us I expect to take a real look at where our clothes come from and under what conditions they were made. Not just in war, but each and every day we make choices and direct our community in ways that effect the lives of people we will never in life see around the globe. Murder is the opposite of the loving care that we are commanded by Christ to have for one another, the love we are to have for our neighbour that is so representative of our love for God. For if we cannot love our neighbour, can we ever truly love God?


For there are many things that we chose to set up between ourselves and God; not just little statues that we call gods and idols. How often is our own vision of how our faith should be in the way of what God is calling us to believe? Do we worship in faith or in heritage? Do we hand down to the next generation a relationship with our God and Maker, or a tradition of ways at making ourselves feel better through troubled times and troubled lives? Yes, the church still battles with idolatry, especially in the ways the church finds itself worshiping itself instead of God.


The false ways, separate us from God, but we are drawn away from these sins to a new redemption and a new day, this everlasting day with Christ.


Robed in white through the cleansing in Christ’s blood we are the bride in the Spirit described by the text. Listen to the words given to the Church – the bride and the Spirit – “Come!” 


What is the mission and purpose of the Church? There it is! Right there!


And these are not words for some distant and un-seeable time. This is the what everything the church says and does are meant to say. The voice of the church should be an invitation. 

The church echoes the words of the prophet Isaiah we shared today: 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. ”


This is the church at its most fulfilled, as we invite others, the world, the world outside us the world of sinners and those who have forgotten God, but have never been forgotten of God. 
Author and theologian A.W. Tozer says that “God fully expects the church of Jesus Christ to prove itself a miraculous group in the very midst of a hostile world. Christians of necessity must be in contact with the world but in being and spirit ought to be separated from the world—and as such, we should be the most amazing people in the world.”


And here is our miracle, here is where amazing is what we are: when we - through faith – say to the world around us, “Come.” Then we are allowed to give to others the great and amazing gifts that make our lives so precious. To give the world Christ, to pass on our great treasure that is the storehouse of faith is a legacy far greater than any building or denominational stance. 


This simple word of invitation that we are mean to offer as the bride and Spirit is beautiful as it is simple. The who mission and ministry of the church wrapped up in that one word. 


It is a challenge and a good one for our Lenten observance to make it a point o be very inviting in our faith, and not closed of or secular, but willing to share the Spirit.  Author Max Lucado puts it this way, when it comes to even our buildings and organization he says “One sees the structure and says, “What a great church.” The other sees the Saviour and says, “What a great Christ!”


You have been invited; So the church must be inviting.
”Come” let us worship God. Let us pray 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Carmen, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W., & Neil Ryan
Announcements: 

Presbytery – Meets Wednesday March 2nd at 10am at Bethel Presbyterian Church in Riverview. 

Sunday School – In-Church lessons continue bi-weekly at St. Mark’s during worship with Sheila Ryan. The Clairville Bible School is back up and running on Monday nights 6-7pm. Cookie bakers should call Tanya 785-6696
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson looking at the book of James. Another bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ Thursdays @ Monday 1pm at Jessie Kelly’s (1982 Rte 495, East Branch] & 2pm @ the Manse. [3279 Rte 465, Beersville]

Sermon Series – Through Lent & Easter Rev. Sutherland will be offering Sermons reflecting on the book of Revelation.
World Day of Prayer To be hosted at Zion Presbyterian Church in West Branch or/also at St. Stephen’s United, Molus River, Friday Mar. 4th at 7pm 
Maundy Thursday – 5pm on March 24th At St. Paul’s Hall in Brown’s Yard. Volunteers needed to cook dishes or help with set up/ clean up.

Good Friday – Service will be hosted at St. Mark’s Church March 25th @ 7pm 
Rexton Lions Club – Senior’s Dinner March 20th 4-6pm with live entertainment and the BLMS presenting speeches at 6:30. Donation’s Received 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 363 I heard the voice of Jesus say

BoP 369

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 24 I am tempted like Lord Jesus

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Shep, are you okay?, Quick, Check his mug)! I think he’s having an
out-of-coffee experience.




Mission Moments Thank you for your gifts! Thank you for your generous gifts to Presbyterians Sharing! Together with Presbyterians across Canada, you are encouraging and equipping congregational renewal and development; supporting inner city, native and refugee ministries; sending mission personnel to work with our international partners; developing innovative ministries for children and youth; equipping ministers and lay leaders to do effective ministry; bringing people together to share experiences and learn new skills through events like Stewards by Design and Canada Youth; supporting healing and reconciliation ministries… and so much more!  As we participate together in the life-giving mission of God, we are making a difference, in Canada and around the world. 
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