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Service of Worship

Epiphany

February 8th 2015

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 11 I love you Lord 

I love You Lord



 by Laurie Klein
I love You Lord, And I lift my voice 
To worship You O my soul, rejoice! 

Take joy, my King; in what you hear 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound; In Your ear. 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: songs 136 Jesus, I come  W.T Sleeper

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into Thy freedom, gladness, and light,
Jesus, I come to Thee;
Out of my sickness, into Thy health,
Out of my want and into Thy wealth,
Out of my sin and into Thyself,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross,
Jesus, I come to Thee;
Out of earth’s sorrows, into Thy balm,
Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm,
Out of distress to jubilant psalm,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into Thy blessed will to abide,
Jesus, I come to Thee;
Out of myself to dwell in Thy love,
Out of despair, into raptures above,
Upward for aye on wings like a dove,
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Out of the fear and dread of the tomb,
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
Into the joy and light of Thy home,
Jesus, I come to Thee;
Out of the depths of ruin untold,
Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold,
Ever Thy glorious face to behold,
Jesus, I come to Thee.
Responsive Reading: Psalm 112
1    Praise the LORD. 

    Blessed is the man who fears the LORD,
    who finds great delight in his commands.
2    His children will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3    Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever.
4    Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, for the gracious and compassionate and righteous man.
5    Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely, who conducts his affairs with justice.
6    Surely he will never be shaken; a righteous man will be remembered forever.
7    He will have no fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
8    His heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes.
9    He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor, his righteousness endures forever; his horn will be lifted high in honour.
10    The wicked man will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth and waste away; the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.
Children’s Reflection - 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 483 “Follow me” the Master said
 Scripture: OT – Isaiah 40:21-31
21    Do you not know?     Have you not heard?
    Has it not been told you from the beginning?
    Have you not understood since the earth was founded?
22    He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers.
    He stretches out the heavens like a canopy,  and spreads them out like a tent to live in.
23    He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.
24    No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.
25    “To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One.
26    Lift your eyes and look to the heavens:
    Who created all these?
    He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name.
    Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.
27    Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel,
    “My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God”?
28    Do you not know? Have you not heard?
    The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
    He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.
29    He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
30    Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall;
31    but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.
    They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.


                NT –  1 Corinthians 9:16-23

16Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching it.
19Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 23I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.
Hymn:  BoP 338 A little child the Saviour came
Scripture: Gospel – Mark 1:29-39

29As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. 31So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them.
32That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33The whole town gathered at the door, 34and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.
35Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”
38Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” 39So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

Sermon: The ‘not so secret’ secret mission
Our story starts out with Jesus helping out one of his new friends. 

We all know what it is to have someone come over and do us a favour. It is a Canadian tradition to, especially of you’ve just gotten a new snow blower to blow out the neighbour’s drive way, or at the least the end of the driveway after the plow goes by. It is a nice way to acknowledge good neighbours, to welcome new neighbours, or to apologize for anything your pet or children might have done in your neighbour’s yard during the spring, Summer or fall of the previous year.

Jesus has came to Capernaum to make friends after he was baptized by John. He travels a fair distance for this, all the way to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, so it was no coincidence that he was in Capernaum. He began his visit with worship; going to the synagogue where he listen, he read scripture and he spoke ‘as one having authority – with an awe-struck crowd observing him drive out an evil spirit dwelling in one of their own people. 

Jesus leave the synagogue with John and James and comes to the home of Simon and Andrew, the first two of all the disciples he had called and told to follow him. In the household there was Simon’s mother-in-law, she was very ill and Simon was concerned for her. She was sick and they made sure to tell this to Jesus. Did they know what he would do? Or did they just want Jesus to share in their concern.


Jesus responded, but his response wasn’t the kind of healing we see TV evangelists perform. Being healed by Jesus is not a show. The healing we receive in Christ is not a flash of light, or a cheering crowd, or the growing frenzy that miracles sometimes produce. Jesus goes to Simon’s mother-in-law, he takes her hand, and he helps her get out of bed. Simple as that.


And by all accounts she just goes about her routine as if she’d never been sick. ‘She began to wait on them’ it says at the end of verse thirty-one. 


Now there is a message; God’s healing from our wounds, from sickness, from even sadness and sorrow, and being restored from mental and spiritual illnesses, is about God giving us ourselves and our own identity back after it has been stolen away by the world and all its corruptions. There is a lot in this last part of chapter one, as the story of Jesus ministry is told by Mark, about Jesus confronting the evil spirits of the world. These are not evil spirits that we find depicted in thriller and horror films, but the spirits that drive human souls to madness in very real ways. These are the spirits of discouragement, these are spirits of complacency, these are the corrupting influences of selfish-pride and ignorant-ambition, that cause us to shut ourselves off from the rest of the world. It is the kind of spirit that tells you that you have make your faith and your church look a certain way, and live up to the expectations of long-dead-and-gone church goers and make the church the church of yester-year and not the church of today heading for tomorrow in God’s everlasting promise. These are the evil spirits that convince us that one day a week, or one day every two weeks is enough to tend to the duty of worship and the joy of faithful fellowship. 


Jesus drives all these demons. Are you discouraged? Even though you are here in this fellowship are you feeling alone? Does it feel like you are angry more than you should be? IS there a wall of pride between you and your family and your friend and others in this community? Are you unable to even ask yourself the question: “Do I have an evil spirit in me?” “Is there evil in the way I care for my neighbour, my family, my community?” If something inside you says that who you are is good enough for heaven then you need to ask yourself - quite seriously – “who do I think I am?” because that qualification belongs to Christ and it is only through him that those gates of heaven will open. Charlie Spurgeon wrote about a hundred and fifty years ago, “It is not your hold of Christ that saves you, but his hold of you!”


See this is something we have known since way back then, and way back then, when your grandparents were in Sunday dresses and short-pants going to church. The message that Christ Jesus has come and offered all for our salvation from sin – to pull those evil spirits that have taken up residence and are driving us to depression, distraction, and destruction is not some secret mission, but one that is meant to be right out in the open. Sharing the promise of salvation in Christ needs to to be the first message out of your mouth. Your hope in Christ needs to confront the doubts and fears of the world in such a way that people will remark, “Nothing ever seems to get those Christians down”


When Jesus comes and takes your hand and lifts you from that sickness bed you are headed in two directions; either Christ has come to lift you so you can get right back to serving him and your family and your friends because of his grace, or Christ is lifting you and is going to keep lifting you until you arrive at your heavenly home. 


    You are compelled to respond. Paul writes to the church in Corinth and says, when it comes to preaching he would preach whether he was paid or he wasn’t and so everyone else should be in their own way. See the crafts-person who would only perform their art if they are paid, the home-maker who would only care for their family if they are compensated; no all of these and more would love to do what they do for free, it is their joy to use and share their gifts and fulfill this purpose, that they are compensated and are paid becomes an honour.


Jesus offers more than money to the region of Capernaum. He goes about freeing a community that was under the grip of a real misunderstanding of its own identity. He does and tells the evil spirits that were holding God’s people back to be silent. The spirits of evil cannot speak of the living God, the Messiah of God’s people. The great test that the Apostle Paul gave the church to test and see if a spirit be good or evil is to command it to speak the truth of Christ and if any word but that Jesus Christ is Lord be spoken.


So we speak the truth. We speak it. We share it. We live it. We do not hide from it. This is not a hidden secret mission. The great mystery is of our ministry is that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Christ has died, Christ is risen and Christ Jesus our Lord is coming again, and we are saved. We have been set aside for the day of glory, a day that is set aside from all the days in creation for the rejoicing that is ours in Christ.


And when our work in sharing this amazing is completed here, and this community knows well the love of God, well then it will be time to move on somewhere else. To journey with Christ on the road God has given all who live to serve and share Christ’s love. Hallelujah. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Susie, Florence, Tyler, Sean, 
Announcements:  
Annual Meeting: Zion January 21st 7pm, St. Andrew’s February 4th 

St. Mark’s Feb 8th, St. James’ February 15th  

Session/Treasurers – Met on Monday Jan 19th to discuss the budget and diminishing surplus. Clairville is currently owes $4166 to the pastoral charge. This will make full payment of our minister’s stipend difficult come March. There will be another meeting of the treasurers, clerks and representatives of Presbytery on Thursday the 12th at 1:30pm.   

Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Works Of Saint Augustine – will meet for a morning meeting on Tuesdays 10 am at the manse starting the 17th and an afternoon bible study time TBA.

Snow Day – We are looking for a date, a time, and a place, but it sure would be nice to get together for some fun and perhaps some cookies and hot chocolate.
Community 

Choir - The Richibucto River Community Choir has started up practices 7pm, Wednesdays at Eleanor Graham Middle School to get ready for another concert in April. New members welcome.

Yoga – Classes hosted at Fillmore Trucking, Monday 7pm; at the Harcourt School begin this week, Tuesday 7pm.  All ages, all experience levels.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 508 All the way my Saviour leads me
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 21 We will glorify 

We will glorify the King of Kings; We will glorify the Lamb,

We will glorify the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.

Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty; We will bow before His throne,

We will worship Him in righteousness; We will worship Him alone.

He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth; He is Lord of all who live,

He is Lord above the universe; All praise to Him we give.

Hallelujah to the King of Kings; Hallelujah to the Lamb.

Hallelujah to the Lord of Lords; Who is the great I Am.
Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-12, Psalm 50, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Mentoring vulnerable youth Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Kenora Fellowship Centre as it offers shelter and comfort to vulnerable, disadvantaged and displaced people in downtown Kenora, Ontario. It is the only  place in this area offering people refuge from the streets. Its mentorship program offers hands-on experience to young people like Donovan. Youth help with the daily lunch program and take care of the elders, among other tasks. Donovan and others in the mentorship program enjoyed helping establish a vegetable garden, working alongside three elders who helped till and prepare the  earth. An Ojibway elder blessed the garden and made suggestions on how to plant according to his teachings. Please pray for KFC as it reaches out to vulnerable youth and young adults through its mentorship program. 
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