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Service of Worship

Epiphany

January 11th 2015

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 14 Jesus, name above all names 

Jesus, Name Above All Names

Jesus, name above all names
Beautiful Saviour 
Glorious Lord
Emmanuel, God is with us
Blessed redeemer
Living Word

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 129 Once in royal David’s city
Responsive Reading: Psalm 29

1    Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
    worship the LORD in the splendor of his£ holiness.
3    The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
    the God of glory thunders,
    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
4    The voice of the LORD is powerful;
    the voice of the LORD is majestic.
5    The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6    He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
    Sirion£ like a young wild ox.
7    The voice of the LORD strikes
    with flashes of lightning.
8    The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;
    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
9    The voice of the LORD twists the oaks£
    and strips the forests bare.
    And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10    The LORD sits£ enthroned over the flood;
    the LORD is enthroned as King forever.
11    The LORD gives strength to his people;
    the LORD blesses his people with peace.
NIV


Children’s Reflection - 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 142 Unto us a child is born 

cripture: OT – Genesis 1:1-5 

1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2Now the earth was£ formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
NIV

                NT – Acts 19:1-7

1While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when£ you believed?”
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.
4Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized into£ the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues£ and prophesied. 7There were about twelve men in all.
NIV
Hymn:  BoP 155 From eastern mountain 

Scripture: Gospel – Luke 2:21-24
19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
21On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived.
22When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”£ ), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”£
NIV
Sermon: Naming the Christ
A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a question, “Boys and girls, what do we know about God?” “Do you know God’s name?
A hand shot up in the air. I know is name!

His Name is Harold and He is an artist!” said the kindergarten boy.
“Really? How do you know?” the teacher asked.
“You know – Our Father, who does art in Heaven… ” 
Harold is His name. . .

Of all the tasks that God has given humankind the ten commandments, the law, to cross the red sea, to build an ark, before these God told the first man Adam to name all the creatures. God puts the creature in front of us and we have been putting names on creation ever since. It is a powerful and amazing thing to give something or someone a name. Whether it’s a blessing ceremony or a circumcision like it was for Jesus, baptism now for us, those sacred events where the child is given their name is a powerful event. What power is there in your name? What does your name compel you to do?

 
I had a friend through university by the name of Peter, now Peter was a goofy guy, liked his comics, his gaming cards, and he said he liked history too. Funny thing was , his name went a long way to define what he would take in school, it formed part of his personality, not that he turned out a pirate, but he identified with the name, and the name of Peter Easton though feared along our shores to the shores of Newfoundland and then to the tropics, was the name that drove my friend Peter to study Atlantic history. 


First names, middle names, surnames; Are you named for a relative? an ancestor? a person in the Bible? Perhaps your name comes from a piece of literature, or a media source. I know of a few people who have their name as the result of a parent misspelling or mispronouncing the name and then never changing it to what they’d intended. I even know of one person, who having been given a name by her parents was given another name secretly by another relative at the time of her baptism; she goes by that name to this day.


But there is no mistake when it comes to Jesus name. His is a name transcribed from heaven to earth by angels. These messengers of God have a lot to do with Jesus naming, encouraging both Mary and Joseph to name the child Jesus, but also Elizabeth and Zechariah are told by the angel to name their son John. 


We need to acknowledge this call from heaven in our own lives. The apostle Paul encountered a group of people who were ready to become believers through the baptism under John’s name, but when baptized through the Holy name of Jesus began to prophecy, and preach and speak in tongues and evangelize in all sorts of ways.
God inspires us through Jesus.


Andrew was watching his father, a Pastor, write a sermon for the upcoming Sunday service.

'How do you know what to say?' Andrew asked. 

'Why, God tells me', the father/pastor replied. 

'Oh, then why do you keep crossing things out?'


When we listen for God to speak His Word to us in our lives we have to be discerning. Many deceptions have arisen in the church by those who hear a message they like and who do not stop and discern whether the message they hear is truly from God or not. Listen for the gospel of Jesus Christ in every word spoken. If you hear a sermon that makes you feel good about who you are, but it does not draw you closer to Christ, and it does not put Jesus name right there on the tip of your tongue, then set that word aside, and question the speaker’s faith. 

Here is a cute story from Kent in England - 

It was the Sunday after Christmas at St Peter and Saint Paul's Church in Borden, Kent, England.  Father John was looking at the nativity scene prior to packing away the figures when he noticed the baby Jesus was missing from the scene.

Immediately, Father John turned towards the vicarage in order to call the police. But as he was about to do so, he saw little Harry with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus. 

Father John walked up to Harry and said, 'Well, Harry, where did you get the little infant?' 

Harry replied honestly, 'I took him from the church, Father John.' 

'And why did you take him?' 

With a sheepish smile, Harry said, 'Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed to little Lord Jesus. I told him if he would bring me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block in it.'
When we read God’s word, when we praise Gd together, and when we meet each other, we should discover and celebrate how we have taken Jesus out of the nativity and into our lives, and we should celebrate Christ’s presence within us and around us. 

How can we possibly think that we know someone without knowing their name? 


God has given everything over to His only Son, as it says in the psalm, all is ascribed to Jesus. So in the name of Jesus, be he the babe or the crucified and risen man, he is the Son of God, our Saviour and by God wondrous grace, our dearest and truest friend. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Annual Meeting: Zion January 21st 7pm, 

St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s TBA 

Session/Treasurers – looking for a date to meet to set this year’s budget

Memorial Bulbs – Thank you for your support this year in the Memorial campaigns for St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s.

Christmas Eve- Consider what your congregation should do with the money that was given on Christmas Eve. Mission and church-work ideas for AGMs. Candlelight Service – Is rescheduled for Jan 18th at 7pm @ St. James
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Works Of Saint Augustine – will meet for a morning meeting on Tuesdays and an evening (??)
Community Santa’s Helpers – 73 families and close to 150 children in our region were helped with this years program. Thank you for generosity in this community.
Condolences – The prayers of the pastoral charge are offered to friends and family of Dylan Warmen who was killed in an accident on New Years day. We also extend prayer for health and healing to Shawn and Tyler on their road to recovery, and our thanks to all who responded to the scene and have been helping these families.
 Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer


Hymn: BoP 157 Hosanna, loud hosanna
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D 30 Rise, shine for your Light’s before you 

Rise, shine for your Light’s before you  [Welsh Trad. NBoP 802]
Rise, shine for your Light’s before you, God’s Son is come.

In the wild a way is forming, as God calls you home.

Gospel people seeking justice, helping those the least among us 

As we join the angel chorus, “God’s kingdom come!”

From the ages, through the prophets, God’s Word has come

Through God’s people, to a maiden, God’s Word is born

Now to all the world God sends us, as disciples of Christ Jesus 

Joy in peace, love’s hope within us, rise in the dawn. 

Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-20, Psalm 139, 1 Corinthians 6:12-20, John 1:43-51

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions
Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Susie, Florence, Tyler, Sean, the Warman & McDermott family
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Mission Moments Seeking healing and reconciliation Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people are seeking ways to find healing and wholeness together. We are discovering what healing and reconciliation means. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support The Presbyterian Church in Canada’s native ministries, which promote physical, emotional, spiritual and social wellbeing. Seven native ministries – Hummingbird Ministries, Cariboo Presbyterian Church’s Nazko and Area Dakelh Outreach, Edmonton Urban Native Ministry, Saskatoon Native Circle Ministries, Mistawasis Memorial Presbyterian Church, Winnipeg Inner City Missions and Kenora Fellowship Centre reach out to vulnerable people in their communities. All of these ministries operate on a foundation of respect for traditional Aboriginal spirituality and culture.
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