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A Christian Church at Christmas, A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany

January 12th 2014

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  BoP 142 Unto us a child is born {vs. 1}

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 129 Once in royal David’s city

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 72 [pew Bible] vs 1-14
1    Endow the king with your justice, O God,
the royal son with your righteousness.
2    He will£ judge your people in righteousness,
your afflicted ones with justice.
3    The mountains will bring prosperity to the people,
the hills the fruit of righteousness.
4    He will defend the afflicted among the people
and save the children of the needy;
he will crush the oppressor.
5    He will endure£ as long as the sun,
as long as the moon, through all generations.
6    He will be like rain falling on a mown field,
like showers watering the earth.
7    In his days the righteous will flourish;
prosperity will abound till the moon is no more.
8    He will rule from sea to sea
and from the River£ to the ends of the earth.£
9    The desert tribes will bow before him
and his enemies will lick the dust.
10    The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores
will bring tribute to him;
the kings of Sheba and Seba
will present him gifts.
11    All kings will bow down to him
and all nations will serve him.
12    For he will deliver the needy who cry out,
the afflicted who have no one to help.
13    He will take pity on the weak and the needy
and save the needy from death.
14    He will rescue them from oppression and violence,
for precious is their blood in his sight.
Children’s story –

Children’s Hymn: BoP 141 Away in a Manger
The Sacrament of Baptism – Mia Ina Rhea Lee

The Sacrament of Baptism

In the sacrament of Baptism the Church recognizes God's act of self-giving in Jesus Christ. We receive this gift with reverent joy, and respond in faith and obedience. Baptism is not of our doing or deserving. It is a sacred gift from God.  
*Hear the words of the risen Christ:  "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."   (Matthew 28:18-20).

The Baptism of Mia Rhea Ina Lee

Who is it that comes to be baptized?

The Elder says: On behalf of the Session of St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, I would like to present Christopher and Angela, who are bringing their daughter Mia Rhea Ina Lee  for Christian baptism today.

The Minister says: Christopher and Angela do you desire baptism for your child?

We do

Christopher and Angela, as parents, do you together affirm your faith in God, and rely on God’s love as your support for the living of your lives together and the raising of your child?

We do

Do you promise to raise your child in the love and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ within the home and the fellowship of the church?  





We do

In presenting your child for baptism today, you are asking on her behalf; that she be shall recognized as a member of Christ’s Church, and the household of faith. 

And so with this fellowship of believers, confess your faith, and affirm your call as loving parents, before God who is the most loving parent of us all.

I ask everyone that is here to stand, and look on your song sheet and recite the Apostle’s Creed.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,

Maker of Heaven and Earth,

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

Born of the virgin Mary

Suffered under Pontius Pilot

Was crucified, dead, and buried;

He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead;

He ascended into heaven, 

And sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;

The Holy Catholic Church; The communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of the body;

And the life ever lasting. Amen

To the family: Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid these parents in the love they show this child, reminding and encouraging her in the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, share with this child in the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

We do

To the Congregation: Do you, as members of Christ’s Church, promise to guide and nurture this child by word and deed, with love and in prayer, encouraging them to follow the way of Christ and to be a faithful member of his church?

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do.

Do you, as believers in Christ, promise to aid these parents in the love they show this child, reminding and encouraging her in the promises made today, and in your service to Christ, sharing with this child in the love you have been given through Jesus our Lord.

If so respond, ‘We Do’

We do

To parents and the congregation: May God richly bless you and give you grace faithfully to fulfill the promises made this day.
Let us pray . . .

Loving and eternal God, for the gifts of water and your Spirit we give you thanks this day of blessing.   Your holy spirit has given order to all of life since You moved over the waters of creation into. You brought freedom to your people through the parting of the sea, and hope to all by Christ Jesus your son, who walked upon the water and called them to be still, and so you have also still the anxiety of our hearts. Jesus rose from the waters of his baptism anointed to give the living water to the world, and yet with the greatness of his power and might, he stooped to wash away the dirt from his disciples feet. 

Gracious God, by the gift of water and your Holy Spirit you sustain all life.  By the sign of this water, (the Minister may touch the water in the font) may all who receive this sacrament be cleansed from sin through the death of Jesus Christ; be raised to new life through his resurrection; and be grafted into his body, the church.   Pour out your Spirit upon Mia that she may be joined together with all your people, a royal priesthood in Christ living in newness of life. And so, to you with whom is the Son and the Holy Spirit, be all the honour and glory, now and forever, AMEN.

By what name have you named your daughter?

The parents reply:

Mia Rhea Ina


 The Minister, using water from the font, baptizes the child, saying, 

Mia Rhea Ina, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    The blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, descend upon you, and dwell in your heart forever.  Child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the church:  Remember your baptism, and give thanks.  Be one with us in the church.

Blessing 

The Minister says, 

This new member is received by us as a charge from our Lord.  Let us bless Mia Rhea Ina Lee in Christ's name:  

(The Aaronic Blessing #606 BoP; #)

The Lord bless thee and keep thee; 


the Lord make his face shine upon thee,



and be gracious unto thee; 


the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee 


and give thee his peace.

The Minister returns the child to the parents. 

Rejoice and be glad, for the Lord has worked to grow this family. 

Prayer

Closing Prayer and Thanksgiving

Blessing

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 2:1-5

1This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem:
2In the last days
    the mountain of the LORD’S temple will be established
    as chief among the mountains;
    it will be raised above the hills,
    and all nations will stream to it.
3Many peoples will come and say,
    “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
    to the house of the God of Jacob.
    He will teach us his ways,
    so that we may walk in his paths.”
    The law will go out from Zion,
    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4    He will judge between the nations
    and will settle disputes for many peoples.
    They will beat their swords into plowshares
    and their spears into pruning hooks.
    Nation will not take up sword against nation,
    nor will they train for war anymore.
5    Come, O house of Jacob,
    let us walk in the light of the LORD.

       Epistle – Ephesians 3:1-12

1For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of his power. 8Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
Hymn of Illumination:  142 Unto us a child is born

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 2:21-32

21On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived.
22When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”£ ), 24and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”£
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
29    “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
    you now dismiss£ your servant in peace.
30    For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31    which you have prepared in the sight of all people,
32    a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.”
Sermon: Waiting for the Promise

There are several accounts of time in today’s gospel reading. There is the short time of eight days from birth, when it was time to circumcise the new baby boy and for him to be named Jesus. And there is still more time, for at the end of the first month and also at later periods it was Jewish law and custom for child and mother to be purified. This was especially important for a first born child. And this moment of time was marked with again the shedding of blood; this time of two doves or pigeons [noted in the Christmas Carol the twelve days of Christmas, but offered only on the second day


But these are the relative short time, the important early moments in any young family’s life. We share these same sort of celebrations, especially around the baptism of our children. The ‘momentous’ occasions are many when we are young, and our excitement build quickly, but as we get older, well the big parties get trimmed down to about once a decade. 


And our excitement centers on bigger achievements than getting another year older, and our heart’s celebrations surround events like engagement and marriage, beginning families, careers, promotion, yet underlying it all even through a life of work and into retirement, is an ultimate goal.


Our journey of faith can often seem like an endless march through our own lives, through hopes and dreams and desires to something that bring everything we have ever done and will do into perspective. Whether we stay in the region in which we are born, or we travel the world seeking out life’s purpose and the meaning of our faith, God makes each journey’s destination end in him. We can journey in our faith even when we don’t leave home, and our life of faith can grind to a halt even though we wander every highway and bi-way. It is when our faith stand s still – not necessarily us – that we run into trouble. When we leave our faith unchanged and unchallenged and despair the purpose of our lives and the goal of our faith, simply because it seems beyond our reach, that is when we fall; that is when we fail. It is the truth of scripture that when the people of God are standing still – in life and faith – that we get into trouble; but when we rise to face the day and all its challenges, when we journey towards that goal even though it seems we cannot reach it, it is then that we discover that there is nothing that can come between God and his people; that there is no thing that can stop our faith or its purpose. 


We all are waiting for God in this way. In some way everything we do focuses us back on that one and same goal. It is the human goal; personal and individual to all of us, yet shared by everyone. Our promise in God.


Some people realize that goal in their lives, and engage the spiritual journey. Some make the mistake of making that journey personal and separate from everyone and everything; renouncing the world that inspire the insight to seek God. Yet given time we are drawn into the timeless fellowship of faith, where young and old alike we are all called to participate, to share, to learn and grow, to teach and inspire, and in the midst of this there is a calling.


John Calvin (1509–1564), a minister and theologian who did a great deal to found our denominations approach to Christian faith and living said : “Each individual has his own kind of living assigned to him by the Lord as a sort of sentry post.”

I would not say we see ourselves as guards, surrounding the church against a villainous world, but to think that what we have, what we do, who we share all of this with is all guided by the will of God to a bigger purpose than we are seeing is something to think about. And given time we do think about it.  

Simeon - the devout and righteous man in Jerusalem - would have had many goals in his life, and reaching them he would have had many celebrations. Yet, perhaps underlying his marriage, his labours throughout life, and the successes in understanding scripture and faithful practice of Judaism, Simeon had a deep and important goal in his life. 


Luke is the only gospel writer to know the Simeon and Anna stories it seems. Mark and John leave out Jesus childhood and youth as something the reader can do without, but Matthew and Luke seem to believe that the childhood, and the origin story of Jesus is significant. But Luke goes further still than Matthew, because he came to the knowledge of Jesus in a different way than the other gospel writers. Luke seems to have gathered stories, perhaps from sitting with people and hearing stories and interviewing to add these scenes to what was already popularly known. 


The gospel writer John takes us all the way back to the very beginning with his opening of his gospel experience, and Matthew takes us through the lineage of kings, but Luke bridges these spans of centuries to the long life of one man, given the vocation to wait; to tell the story of a woman, a prophetess whose purpose after her husband’s passing was not remarriage but instead became married to the temple, worshiping all day, every day until her day came to offer a blessing through her devotion and faith made her present for the moment of the coming of the Saviour, Christ.


They waited for a promise to be fulfilled. The waiting was not for a season, or until a time of training was complete. They waited to the very edge of their own life’s span, through all the events and moments that make up a life. There is no retiring from our lives’ purpose; Simeon and Anna testify to that. The meaning of life is something we all search for, but what would it be to learn that the fulfillment of that vocation was waiting for you somewhere ahead in years unseen.


Your life’s fulfilling moment may come to you this day, in this very hour. Perhaps you – like Simeon or Anna – are called to wait with faith and wonder. Whatever the moment is that waits for you, may it be that God blesses you with an amazing journey so that your eyes may be opened to the possibilities and purpose that God has placed in each and every day of your life; that you too may be known as the righteous and faithful, the patient child of God, who with faith waits upon the day of the Lord.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Communion St. Mark’s January 12th  

Baptism {Mia is in Hospital} Mia Rhea Ina Lee daughter of Christopher, Angela of Fort McMurray Christopher, Angie and the girls live in Fort McMurray, today’s sacrament would have allowed their family to be present at their child’s baptism. Today we pray for her and for them. 

Pastoral Charge Support Committee – Is looking to arrange a meeting for the 21st of January. 
St. Andrew’s Clairville Closing  - While the session of St. Andrew’s has decided not to use the facility throughout the winter, but has given room for the facility to be used by appeal to the congregation & community to attend
Programs & Activities: Please pray for our ongoing work & learning

Bible Study & Alpha Finished until after Christmas; Psalms study in Jan. hosted in West Branch; Alpha restarting in the new year. 

Bible School – Weekly Mondays at 6 pm @ Fillmore Trucking. All ages.

Memorial Bulbs –Thank you for all of your generous support.

Hymn Sing at St. George’s on Church St. in Moncton on January 19th @ 7pm.

Community Food Bank - Thank you everyone for supporting into the Christmas season. There continues to be a need for baby items and milk. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

[see insert]

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 157 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 26 The Lord is with us [Kingsfold]
9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-42

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter season especially, the expenses of our pastoral charge and our buildings continue even if weekly worship is cancelled. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Raymond, Veroni & Arends, Savannah, Carmen, Olga, Sarah & Morgan, Martin, Owen, Joe, Janet, Percy, Dorothy, Denis, Mia, John, Marilyn, Shelley, Gary & Sheila, Marcie, Bev & Don, Tammy, St. Andrew’s Clairville
Mission Moments Experiencing Mission in Taiwan Christians from around the world gather in Taiwan for two weeks to work with our partner church, The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. In July 2013, Abbey Poser and Tom Ball traveled to Taiwan to teach English to children and learn about Taiwanese culture, sharing their faith journey with others. Abbey writes, “One day I was sitting and playing my ukulele during the break and a little boy brought over his book so I would play the camp theme song for him. He made me play it over and over so he could sing it. A small group of children formed and they all sang while I played. It gave me a real feeling of worth.” Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing help support Youth in Mission so that young Presbyterians can experience mission in life-changing ways.
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