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A Christian Church, A Family of Faith 

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Rodney Girvan, Dolly MacDonald, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com Twitter: thebrpc
Bulletin Announcements:  Cathy Little @ Fillmore Trucking #785-1083

www.pccweb.ca/brpc

ORDER OF SERVICE

Epiphany 

January 13th 2013

Welcome & Announcements    

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

Zion - January 16th, 7pm at the Sunday School room at the Church facility

A SPECIAL LETTER from Charles Greaves [Financial Sub-Committee] is looking for direction and vision from the broader church. Copies are available. 

A Living Nativity – Success!! Many hands, many hours, & many, many prayers; The success of this year’s ‘A Living Nativity’ Special is due much effort  and special thanks goes out to the Mortons & Cooks for their use of their home and business, to the ‘cast’ of the nativity who braved the cold and were so very welcoming, to the Arends and Wilsons from bringing their animals, and to all who came out and enjoy and supported this year’s event. Over $1000 was received in donations. Our thanks to St. Andrew’s, Rexton for their help with costumes.
Candlelight Service – Great thanks our readers and singers and story-tellers who made the evening so special. Well done!

Christmas Eve- A special thank you to everyone who helped out in the two Christmas Eve Services. Your help made this a truly worship family evening. 
Bible Study: To start up again on January 22nd 2013 10am in Beersville. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm starting ????

Aerobics Classes – Christmas feasting a little too grand? Put your New Years resolution into action! Exercise classes at the Harcourt legion led by Marly, Tuesday and Thursday, 7-8pm. $25 per month or $5 per class. 

"Memorial Bulb" Campaign, Christmas 2012
St. James Presbyterian Church, $2230

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, $1870.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church $1625

Thank you for your support.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Call to Worship In my life Lord 
Prayer of Approach & Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors NBoP 831; BoP 605)

Opening Praise: BoP 148 Worship the Lord
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 147 [BoP 667] 

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 232 Fairest Lord Jesus

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 43:1-7

1    But now, this is what the LORD says—
    he who created you, O Jacob,
    he who formed you, O Israel:
    “Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
    I have summoned you by name; you are mine.
2    When you pass through the waters,
    I will be with you;
    and when you pass through the rivers,
    they will not sweep over you.
    When you walk through the fire,
    you will not be burned;
    the flames will not set you ablaze.
3    For I am the LORD, your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;
    I give Egypt for your ransom,
    Cush and Seba in your stead.
4    Since you are precious and honored in my sight,
    and because I love you,
    I will give men in exchange for you,
    and people in exchange for your life.
5    Do not be afraid, for I am with you;
    I will bring your children from the east
    and gather you from the west.
6    I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’
    and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’
    Bring my sons from afar
    and my daughters from the ends of the earth—
7    everyone who is called by my name,
    whom I created for my glory,
    whom I formed and made.”

            NT – Acts 8:14-17

14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into£ the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 153 As with gladness, men of old

Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – Luke 3:15-22

15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them.
19But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.
21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
Sermon: Recognizing Baptism

There is an old superstition around baptism; people say the ‘baptism took’ if the child cries during the baptism, while being blessed through the sign of the water. But the truth of it is, and most superstitions point to a need for proof in certain matters, people look for proof that baptism has ‘done’ something. We want to believe that what we have witnessed is more than a public bathing, whether we are into the sponge bath model of baptism or full dunks in the tub. We want to know if God really has blessed this life, this child’s life, our lives. Because, let’s face it, if we cannot see proof of someone else’s baptism, then perhaps our baptism is also as illusive.


When John the Baptizer talks about baptism he clarifies his roll in baptism verses what God would fulfill in baptism. We, like John, begin with water. We use baptism’s ancient model, as used in John’s prophetic ministry, but it does not end there. John baptized with water for the remission of sins. 

This was public sign of the cleansing, the grace receiving, of those who would be God’s people. It was a initiation ceremony, a readmission sacred event, and echoed the old testament laws in their call for ritualistic purity for anyone who would call themselves one of God’s people.

And sometimes we act as though that is all baptism still is. But Jesus makes our baptism something more significant. John makes the comparison for us. John says “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”  

Now, if we were closed in our minds enough to follow these words to the letter I would have to stand up here by the font, not with water dripping from my hand, but with a flame thrower. I am glad we are not literalists. Fire and water are two powerful primordial elements, our states of matter, that are the means of change throughout the known universe. They change the form and shape of this earth, and while our maps and globes may tell us that the shape of the world is essentially constant, the continued contest of fire and water has caused whole continents to rise and fall, mountains to fall and become plains, which crack and erode to form canyons, washing full to become rivers and lakes which draw to oceans that, in their turn, raise their bases to form new continents. And while, in our life time we might never see the change that these movements of matter cause, we can see the signs of the changes that have been made.    

My grandfather was a communications tech with the signal corp. during WWII, but after the war he became a firefighter on CFB Chatham, but also worked with the volunteer fire department based out of Nelson. He knew the signs of fire well, and could tell most often what was burning from a fair distance. He’d look for the smoke in the day, and the light at night, and at all times smell would be so important. 

My grand father taught me at a young age, that when it comes to fire, look for the obvious signs. My grandfather was a good woodsman, and we would go into the wood to look for signs of fire, for even though he was retired from the fire department, he liked to help track and limit the risks of forest fires. 

When looking for fire, don’t simply go looking for the great column of smoke. When there is fire in a forest pay attention to the movement of animals. If you come to a clearing with no birds, no scurrying creatures, even a lack of insects, look there for the signs of fire. 

Before there are ever great plumes of flame, there are smolderings and small kindlings of fire, so look in the shadows for sparks and embers, and smell the air for the scent of burnt.  

When the gospel writer Luke tells that Jesus was coming to offer a different baptism, a baptism not simply of water, not just a baptism that was a symbol of change, but Jesus came to offer a baptism that was change, often dramatic change like fire can change the landscape of someone’s life.  


In these same excursions he showed me how to find the best springs, and the head waters of great rivers. There are signs for those as well; signs that tell what the river will be like, and even within the taste of the water, what lies hidden beneath the soil, and through what sort of elements the spring rose. 


What I learned in all of this was that, when looking for the fire or the water, that the signs would be seen if they were looked for, not just the bog signs, but especially the little, more subtle signs; the trickling brook, the smoldering flame. 


God sends prophets, priests and minister to make these signs obvious for those who have never been taught to look for them, so that all people can see God working in even the smallest particles of existence. A key aspect of the reformation was the desire of the reformers to integrate the discoveries of science with the Holy Scripture of the Bible. Sadly, this has been lost by those conservative movements that bind the Bible with a singular literal reading against the signs and symbols that God also places throughout life to help us interpret and engage our purpose.


John preached a powerful message of change, a change to which offered a symbolic event in the baptism in the waters of the Jordan, waters that themselves symbolized the change for God’s people from being those who wander to a people to who dwell in the care and protection of God in a promised land. His message and symbols were so strong that many who came to him felt he had all the answers and was the answer himself. But he embodied his words and actions so well it was a fair mistake to make.


What if that was true of us? Have we grown so used to our baptisms being a single day event, that we forget how apparent God’s love should be in our lives?, how our words should echo the gospel?   

People, even some Christians, have tried to replace the joy and happiness of faith with ‘being good’ and having ‘good’ things, and looking a certain way, and only associating with certain people, and what ends up happening is that our will and presumptions end up replacing God’s intension and calling; the tasks feel empty and devoid of meaning, and hollow and selfish.

 Not all Christians are made the same, gifted the same, or set in the same career path. It may astonish some of you, but I am not necessarily the best Christian in this room. My goal, as your minister, is to get you all to tie for first place, and in Christ Jesus that is not only what is possible, but what is intended. God made us all individuals and then placed us into community, into society, into the fellowship of the Holy Spirit so that – as we shine with the bright fire of our baptisms in Christ the cleansing flood of God’s grace might flow out into the world to continue the cleansing of all creation.
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603)

Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 67 I’ll go where You want me to go

Benediction 

Dismissal: [Kingsfold] The Lord is with us {bulletin cover}
We share together here a spirit of Hope, and as God’s people we hope to welcome others to join with us in lives celebrating Christ and all He has done. In this Christmas season we seek to grow in hope, in share in peace, live in joy, and host a fellowship of love and charity. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we look forward to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts, dreams and joys as you celebrate your faith in Christ with us.

Announcements: 

Annual Meetings: Our annual meetings will be taking place over the next couple of months. Please have reports ready one week before each meeting so corrections and copies can me made; forms for reporting are available.

Zion - January 16th, 7pm at the Sunday School room at the Church facility

A SPECIAL LETTER from Charles Greaves [Financial Sub-Committee] is looking for direction and vision from the broader church. Copies are available. 

A Living Nativity – Success!! Many hands, many hours, & many, many prayers; The success of this year’s ‘A Living Nativity’ Special is due much effort  and special thanks goes out to the Mortons & Cooks for their use of their home and business, to the ‘cast’ of the nativity who braved the cold and were so very welcoming, to the Arends and Wilsons from bringing their animals, and to all who came out and enjoy and supported this year’s event. Over $1000 was received in donations. Our thanks to St. Andrew’s, Rexton for their help with costumes.
Candlelight Service – Great thanks our readers and singers and story-tellers who made the evening so special. Well done!

Christmas Eve- A special thank you to everyone who helped out in the two Christmas Eve Services. Your help made this a truly worship family evening. 
Bible Study: To start up again on January 22nd 2013 10am in Beersville. 

Bible School in Clairville – Tuesday at 6:30pm starting ????

Aerobics Classes – Christmas feasting a little too grand? Put your New Years resolution into action! Exercise classes at the Harcourt legion led by Marly, Tuesday and Thursday, 7-8pm. $25 per month or $5 per class. 

"Memorial Bulb" Campaign, Christmas 2012
St. James Presbyterian Church, $2230

St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church, $1870.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church $1625

Thank you for your support.

The BRPC EMAILING LIST –email thebrpc@gmail.com to be added
Next Week’s Services:

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Mission Moment Equipping future nurse leaders in India

Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support Michelle Verwey, an RN working at the MIBE Graduate School for Nurses in Indore, India. Michelle teaches community health nursing,
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supervises and guides students during their clinical postings, and is helping to create the school’s first student handbook &  upgrading the school’s library, which has been without a librarian for over a decade. Michelle shares, “Teaching at the Graduate School for nurses gives me the gift of teaching nurses who are furthering their education so they can be nurse teachers, principals, nursing superintendents, and community health nurses. These nurses are India’s future nurse leaders.
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