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January 15th 2017 – Epiphany II

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Announcements:  Congregational Meeting – The congregation of St. Andrew’s is having a short meeting just prior to worship this morning’s worship to look at plans and important questions for the coming year.
Annual Reports should all be in  – Thank you everyone who was involved in this year’s Christmas celebrations, and the many participants in services.

Annual Meetings – The Joint session presents the following dates for meetings: Jan 18th Zion; Jan 15th St. James, Jan 22nd St. Andrew’s, Feb. 5th St Mark’s, please finish up the work on any reports so that copies can be made before meetings.
Memorial Bulb Campaigns Please support and share in lighting our memory.

St. Andrew’s Tanya Ryan 785-6696, St. Mark’s Willah Ryan 785-4479, St. James David/Shelley Cail 785-4323, Audrey Glencross 785-1983, Doreen Cail 523-9357   Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Christmas Candlelight Service – Thank you everyone who came out and enjoyed the Candlelight service on Friday. Special thanks to the children and youth who were a part of the service.

New Year Fellowship - Potluck January 8th 4pm Christians of all churches/ denominations are welcomed together for a potluck fellowship hosted at the Bass River Fair Hall, off the 116 in Bass River. Rescheduled 

Bible Study &Members classes will be starting in the January 21st in the back room of St. James Beersville. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year. If you would like to start/host a Bible study contact Rev. Sutherland or one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. These expenses continue whether there is a worship service on Sunday or not. Please give generously. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship  Living Faith 7.6.4 & A&D 14 Jesus Name above all names

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 168 See amid the winter’s snow 

  BoP 128
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 36: [Pew Bible] 

1    The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.
2    For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful.
3    The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good.
4    He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil.
5    Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.
6    Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast.
7    How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.
8    They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.
9    For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.
10    O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart.
11    Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me.
12    There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise.
KJV

1    An oracle is within my heart
    concerning the sinfulness of the wicked:£
    There is no fear of God
    before his eyes.
2    For in his own eyes he flatters himself
    too much to detect or hate his sin.
3    The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful;
    he has ceased to be wise and to do good.
4    Even on his bed he plots evil;
    he commits himself to a sinful course
    and does not reject what is wrong.
5    Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,
    your faithfulness to the skies.
6    Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
    your justice like the great deep.
    O LORD, you preserve both man and beast.
7    How priceless is your unfailing love!
    Both high and low among men
    find£ refuge in the shadow of your wings.
8    They feast on the abundance of your house;
    you give them drink from your river of delights.
9    For with you is the fountain of life;
    in your light we see light.
10    Continue your love to those who know you,
    your righteousness to the upright in heart.
11    May the foot of the proud not come against me,
    nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
12    See how the evildoers lie fallen—
    thrown down, not able to rise!
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 173 We Three kings
Scripture Readings:   OT – Isaiah 62:1-5

1For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 2And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name. 3Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 4Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married. 5For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.
KJV

1    For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
    for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
    till her righteousness shines out like the dawn,
    her salvation like a blazing torch.
2    The nations will see your righteousness,
    and all kings your glory;
    you will be called by a new name
    that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
3    You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’S hand,
    a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4    No longer will they call you Deserted,
    or name your land Desolate.
    But you will be called Hephzibah,£
    and your land Beulah£;
    for the LORD will take delight in you,
    and your land will be married.
5    As a young man marries a maiden,
    so will your sons£ marry you;
    as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
    so will your God rejoice over you.
NIV       

                             Epistle – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 2Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 3Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 4Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
KJV

1Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.
7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,£ and to still another the interpretation of tongues.£ 11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 366 Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts
  BoP 231
Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 2:1-11
1And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: 2And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 3And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 4Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 5His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 7Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 9When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 10And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 11This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.
KJV

1On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4“Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”
5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.£
7Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.
NIV

Sermon: Name Calling (Hephzibah in Beulah)

Hephzibah means my delight is in her.

Beulah means married.

A young pastor was sitting in a restaurant eating lunch. He opened a letter from his mother he just got that morning. As he opened it a twenty dollar bill fell out. He thought: "Thanks, mom, I could use that right about now." As he finished his meal he noticed a beggar outside on the sidewalk leaning against the light post. He thought: "That fella could probably use the $20 more than I."
 
So he crossed out the names on the envelope and put the $20 in the envelope and wrote across the top in large letters. "PERSEVERE!" So as not to make a scene, he put the envelope under his arm and dropped it as he walked past the man. The man picked it up and read the message and smiled. The next day, while the pastor was eating his lunch, the same man tapped him on the shoulder and handed him a big wad of bills. Surprised the young pastor asked him what that was for? The man replied, this is your half of the winnings. "PERSEVERE" came in first in the fourth race at the track yesterday, and he paid 30 to 1.

There is sometimes more meaning in a name than we know. When we encounter the world today and we tell them our shared name, ‘Christian’ and when we invoke the name of our Saviour ‘Jesus Christ’, what we are saying and what others experience and expect from us might be different than what we’d expect. 


There are many things that speak to the meaning of a name. People’s experience of ‘Christians’ might be those who tried to wipe out their culture and persecuted their people. ‘Jesus Christ’ is used vainly as a swear to some people than it is in praise. 

Sometimes we read God’s word and the poetry of what’s being offered is lost when we trip on the names, so when we stumble on the details in God’s word, please try and see that these are more than difficult names, but road blocks for us to pause for meaning. 


With more and more young families moving back into our area, this is a good time to talk about names because we need to learn and know one another by names – especially more than reputation. Names are something that help us discover ourselves and define us against the world. They are not vague descriptions, but are meant as gifts to help us understand who we are. 

(intro)

Obituary
 

Our church was saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our most valued members, Someone Else.
 Someone’s passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many years and for every one of those years, Someone did far more than a normal person’s share of work. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s list, “Let Someone Else do it.” Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to for inspiration as well as results, “Someone Else can work with that group.”
 It was common knowledge that Someone Else was among the most liberal givers in the church. Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just assumed Someone Else would make up the difference.
 

Someone Else was a wonderful person, sometimes appearing superhuman. Were the truth be known, everybody expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is gone! We wonder what we are going to do.
 

Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but who is going to follow it? Who is going to the things Someone Else did?
 

When you are asked to help this year, remember—we can’t depend on Someone Else anymore.

In scripture names are meant to offer definition. Jesus name is not only given by His parents but by angels and means salvation and deliverance in its root from Joshua, as the angel said, “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.” [Matthew 1:21; KJV]”


Jesus is all about a redefining of who God’s people are. In Jesus Israel is meant to be given a new name. In their past the would evoke the names Moses and Abraham, Jacob who would become Israel [whose name means, one who wrestles with God].


We call ourselves Christians, partially because it seems easier to say Christians than Jesusians, though one part of the Roman Catholic church uses and easier term ‘Jesuits’, though in our reformed history we have must to try and forgive the Jesuits – society of Jesus – for since for many of our ancestors in faith died by their hand. Yes, the ‘society of Jesus’ meant fear, anger and hatred in Christians who came before us.

 
In our reading from Isaiah we encounter many names. This is the same prophet who give us one of the first names that distinguish God’s Messiah from the Messiahs that humans anoint as leaders over themselves. Isaiah in Chapter 7 at verse 14 “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel” and adding further meaning to God’s Messiah  in Isaiah 9 at verse 6 “And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

And in that same Messianic revelation we are offered a very different name.


There are a couple of times in ones life when we might change our name. Sometimes when we are adopted we change our name from one that we are assigned by parents and family we have never known or no longer feel a part of and take on a name, a surname usually, that connects us with the family we are now a part of or we feel closest to. 


While not in practice everywhere and somewhat denied by the statistic bodies of our society, we also change our names when we get married, and often it is the wife who changes her surname to that of her husband. This has grown to include a mutual hyphening of names, or the husband changing his name, and even a mutual change to a new name.


Isaiah, in the hope of the Messiah and the promises that God will fulfill through the fulfillment of Law and prophecy in His ‘anointed one’, we are given a new name, ’Hezphibah’ Let’s try that name together Hez-Fe-Bah. I know, to us it sounds more like a sound you make when you sneeze. It is not a common name for us - and that is too bad – because its meaning as a name is beautiful and we ought to embrace it. Because of Jesus we are to be we are meant to be more than just Christians, but we are called by God as being ‘my delight’. Now I may have many things said about me and my life before my God and Maker, but to be God’s delight is not a name I could have earn or deserve by myself, by ourselves. Only through Christ are we made a delight. 


And we are not just connected in some way to Christ, but the way our relationship is made through Christ I more like a marriage [which is the meaning of the name Beulah] than it is anything else. In many of the apostle Paul’s writing he picks up on this theme and the Church is described as the Bride of Christ, even in John’s Revelation where we the gathering in heaven is presented as the great bridal feast.

A woman by the name of Gladys Dunne was visiting a church for the first time. After the service, as the congregation was exchanging greetings, she extended her hand to a parishioner and said, "Hi, I'm Gladys Dunn." The parishioner says, "I'm glad he's done, too!"

What name described your faith?

What name does God call you?

 The world may call us many things, and we may name ourselves to suit our own desires, but God has placed a calling on you and in that calling there is name that is yours because of Christ.

You are a child of God

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements    

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: songs 61 I love to tell the story

Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 25 ‘Midst prayers of thanks
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, George, Carl, Peter, Linda, Vincent, 

Mission Moments 
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