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Epiphany 

January 17th  2016

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 3 As the deer pants for the water
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 168 See amid the winter’s snow
     BoP 128

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 36 [Pew Bible] 

1    The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.
2    For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful.
3    The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good.
4    He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil.
5    Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.
6    Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast.
7    How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.
8    They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.
9    For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.
10    O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart.
11    Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me.
12    There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise.
KJV

1    An oracle is within my heart
    concerning the sinfulness of the wicked:£
    There is no fear of God
    before his eyes.
2    For in his own eyes he flatters himself
    too much to detect or hate his sin.
3    The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful;
    he has ceased to be wise and to do good.
4    Even on his bed he plots evil;
    he commits himself to a sinful course
    and does not reject what is wrong.
5    Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,
    your faithfulness to the skies.
6    Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
    your justice like the great deep.
    O LORD, you preserve both man and beast.
7    How priceless is your unfailing love!
    Both high and low among men
    find£ refuge in the shadow of your wings.
8    They feast on the abundance of your house;
    you give them drink from your river of delights.
9    For with you is the fountain of life;
    in your light we see light.
10    Continue your love to those who know you,
    your righteousness to the upright in heart.
11    May the foot of the proud not come against me,
    nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
12    See how the evildoers lie fallen—
    thrown down, not able to rise!
NIV

Children’s story – How does God judge people who do wrong?

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 173 We three kings

We Three Kings

We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar. 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
Following yonder star. 

Chorus: O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect Light. 

Born a king on Bethlehem's plain, 
Gold I bring to crown Him again, 
King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign. Chorus

Frankincense to offer have I. 
Incense owns a Deity nigh. 
Prayer and praising all men raising, 
Worship Him, God on high. Chorus

 Myrrh is mine: it's bitter perfume 
Breaths a life of gathering gloom. 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding dying, 
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Chorus

Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Sounds through the earth and skies. Chorus  
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Isaiah 62:1-5

1For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. 2And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name.

 3Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 4Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: for the LORD delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married. 

5For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.
KJV

1    For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
    for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
    till her righteousness shines out like the dawn,
    her salvation like a blazing torch.
2    The nations will see your righteousness,
    and all kings your glory;
    you will be called by a new name
    that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
3    You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’S hand,
    a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4    No longer will they call you Deserted,
    or name your land Desolate.
    But you will be called Hephzibah,£
    and your land Beulah£;
    for the LORD will take delight in you,
    and your land will be married.
5    As a young man marries a maiden,
    so will your sons£ marry you;
    as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
    so will your God rejoice over you.
NIV

Epistle – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 2Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led. 

3Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 4Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 

7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

8For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
KJV

1Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.
7Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.

11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 366 Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts
                BoP 153

      Gospel – John 2:1-11

1And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: 2And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 3And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 

4Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 

5His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 

7Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 

8And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 

9When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 

10And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 

11This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.
KJV

1On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4“Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.”
5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.£
7Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.
NIV

Sermon: Reasons to celebrate

Our gospel reading today from John takes us to a wedding feast. Who doesn’t like a good gathering? But this gathering hosts more than friends and a family; this feast played host to the beginning of Jesus ministry by miracles. It is an interesting miracle in that it really does not have a precedent in Jewish/Hebrew history. Prophets of God were not known for turning water into wine, especially out of ceremonial pots.


It is important to point out because too often the world outside the church tends to group Jesus in with other prophets and teachers who performed signs to back up as indications of their relationship with God. With Jesus there is a real difference, and not simply the quantity, but in this case the quality of the miracle is outstanding. Jesus does not just turn water into wine, but he turns it into the best wine anyone had ever had, and at a time when they never would expect to have the best wine they’d ever tasted.


A wedding is a wonderful event to celebrate. Weddings are the beginnings of new families, they are a testimony to the best of human fellowship and they are a fulfillment of God’s commands to love one another, and to be fruitful, but even to appreciate the relationship that God has with the whole of humanity; for the Bible also describes the Church as the bride of the Christ. Such an image is hinted on even in John’s gospel in the John the Prophet and Baptists’ words as he says, “I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.’ 29The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete.”


God always gives us reasons to celebrate, but we in the church sometimes struggle to really grasp that celebration as a celebration. When confronted with a challenge, we sometimes become so focused with the difficulties and obstacles in the challenge we loose sight of the possible results of completing/fulfilling the challenge. The nation of Israel would still be wandering the wilderness if they had lost their focus on the promised land.


What is out promised land? What is the promised land of our faith? Do we look to and feel that only in heaven will we have the chance to celebrate? A lot of people DO have that retirement view of heaven. It fits. It fits a culture that is more-and-more retirement based. We should not be surprised then that the majority of people feel that having a faith-life is also something that should wait for retirement. Imagine that idea, and maybe we do not have to imagine too far because you go and ask your kids and your grandchildren when they see themselves coming to church and being a part of the church and really taking an interest in the church, most of them will tell you that they might when they are not working, or when their kids are grown.


Is that what the Church wants? And, are we willing to let the missing generation miss out on the celebration of life, in its best sense, that should be going on right now. An appreciation of who we are, and especially who God has made us to be, is a part of every day of our lives. Why would we let any other belief go unchallenged in the lives of those we love the most?


So much of what the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth about focused on making sure that everyone felt that they were a part of what God was doing, that everyone recognized they had a place in God Church, in Christ’s family. Paul talks about Spiritual gifts, and that is not just the ability to lead worship or to manage the church, but real every day abilities that get applied in the work and play places of everyday lives. 


If people need to really come into the church, and if congregations are going to grow people need to be not just welcomed to a worship service on Sunday, but welcomed into the life of the church for who they are and not who we expect them to be. You were not welcomed by God because of what years of faith in God have helped you become, just as no matter how you have grown in faith not any of us can assume that everything that God would do in us is already complete.


There is another reason to celebrate and the party waits on the word of Christ its Saviour and Lord. Today’s ministry and mission is a call to draw out a new set of gifts into the life of the church, there is another generation of believers seeking their purpose in Christ.


We need to be like the servants at the feast who follow Christ words, and go out to draw upon the untouched and ignored vessels and draw out the rich gifts that God has planted in them that the joy of our fellowship may continue and even grow in joy.


And so – as the prophet says – “God will rejoice over you.” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, the Reidpath family, Kirk W., & Neil Ryan, 
Announcements: 

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have concluded their memorial bulb fundraising campaigns and would like to thank everyone for their donations in memory & honour of loved ones and friends.

Treasurer – we are in need of someone to step into a very important role in our pastoral Charge. Susie Campbell has stepped back from being our central treasurer, and we need someone to come forward to fulfill this position. This will be discussed at the joint Sessions meeting this week.
Presbytery – Presbytery is hosting an Emergent Meeting on Jan 20th in Moncton (@ St. Andrew’s) to discuss our denomination’s position on human sexuality using the study document, Body, Mind & Soul. 
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson after looking at ‘Hymns, praise and the Bible’. Another Bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’.

Session – The Joint Session is called to meet at the back room of St James Beersville Tomorrow, January 18th at 7pm. Individual session meetings will also happen through the coming month in preparation for annual meetings.

Annual Reports – Reports should be complied and transmitted to church secretaries and the minister by Monday January 18th. Annual meetings will start the last two weeks of January
Annual Meetings- Zion, West Branch 7pm; Wednesday January 20th 2016; 

St. James’ Beersville 12:30pm; Sunday, January 31st, 2016 

St. Mark’s Bass River 12:30pm Sunday, February 7th 2016

St. Andrew’s, Clairville TBA

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

[image: image1.jpg]T'm Sorry, bt more hands
does not eq/uc\' more Votes,




Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 410 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee
BoP 569

Benediction 

Dismissal: [songs 112 vs. 1 & Chorus] Blessed Assurance
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Stay related to us; keep us in your prayers Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support and strengthen connections with international mission partners. The PCC has had a close relationship with the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon thirty years. This has included the presence of personnel teaching at the seminary, visits to the school to learn about issues in Middle Eastern theological education and financial support for special initiatives.  At the 2015 General Assembly, Dr. George Sabra, President of NEST, asked that we continue to partner with Christians in the Middle East. “Stay related to us,” he said.  “Stay aware of what is happening to us; encourage us and support us morally, spiritually and materially. And above all, keep us in your prayers to God almighty, the Lord of our lives and of all history, in whose love and mercy our ancestors, our parents and grandparents, have always trusted.”  
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