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Epiphany II

Sunday January 18th 2015

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  A&D 14 Jesus, name above all names
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 168 See amid the winter’s snow



 BoP 128 
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 139 [Pew Bible] 

1    O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
2    Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.
3    Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.
4    For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.
5    Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.
6    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
7    Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
8    If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
9    If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
10    Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.
11    If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.
12    Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
13    For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb.
14    I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.
15    My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16    Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.
17    How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!
18    If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.
19    Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.
20    For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.
21    Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?
22    I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.
23    Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
24    And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
KJV

1    O LORD, you have searched me and you know me.
2    You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3    You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
4    Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD.
5    You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me.
6    Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
7    Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
8    If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
9    If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,
10    even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.
11    If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,”
12    even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day,
    for darkness is as light to you.
13    For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14    I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,
    I know that full well.
15    My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.
    When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16  your eyes saw my unformed body.
    All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
17    How precious to£ me are your thoughts, O God!
    How vast is the sum of them!
18    Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand.
    When I awake,  I am still with you.
19    If only you would slay the wicked, O God!
    Away from me, you bloodthirsty men!
20    They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name.
21    Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD, and abhor those who rise up against you?
22    I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies.
23    Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
24    See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
NIV
Children’s story – The Journal

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 173 We Three Kings
Scripture Readings:


            OT – 1 Samuel 3:1-10

1And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision. 2And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see; 3And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep; 4That the LORD called Samuel: and he answered, Here am I. 5And he ran unto Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went and lay down. 6And the LORD called yet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And he answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of the LORD yet revealed unto him. 8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And Eli perceived that the LORD had called the child. 9Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, LORD; for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.
KJV

1The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.
2One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple£ of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
6Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”
7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.
8The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”
NIV


       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

12All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. 13Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. 14And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. 15Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. 16What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh. 17But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 18Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 19What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 20For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.
KJV

12“Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13“Food for the stomach and the stomach for food”—but God will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.”£ 17But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.
18Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.
NIV
Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 366 Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts

    
BoP 231
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 1:43-51

43The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, “Follow me.”

 44Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, “We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

 46And Nathanael said unto him, “Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?”

 Philip saith unto him, “Come and see.”

 47Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!”

 48Nathanael saith unto him, “Whence knowest thou me?”

 Jesus answered and said unto him, “Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.”

 49Nathanael answered and saith unto him, “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.”

 50Jesus answered and said unto him, “Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things than these.”

 51And he saith unto him, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”
KJV

43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”
44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
46“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.
“Come and see,” said Philip.
47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is nothing false.”
48“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
49Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel.”
50Jesus said, “You believe£ because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things than that.” 51He then added, “I tell you£ the truth, you£ shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
NIV

Sermon: Who knows me . . ?


Since some distant ancestor smeared paint and coal dust on a cave wall some unknown thousands of years ago, to chiseled grave stones, to the volume of our own libraries and now the endless stream flowing over the internet and transmitting into the unseen vastness of space; The human story is still being told. It is still being written.


Well here is a part of it [holding up a Bible] isn’t it? A very big part of what is written here is not philosophy, not even theology, but a very human story, in fact many stories, book after book of human stories. Human stories about God, or God-given stories about people? Depends on how you look at them and how you are inspired to read them. Knowledge is deeply based in inspiration, especially when it comes to this bit [again holding the Bible] of the human story.


We revere the Bible. This is our sacred text, composed by the inspiration of God, written by the unseen yet truly felt hand of God [however we describe it]. Even as a testament to human history the Bible holds an unparalleled place of importance. Still, in such high regard to we overlook and therefore forsake other works authored by God. Do we keep some reverence and respect for creation, because if we believe the Bible, and we believe that what it says is true, then from quark and atom to galaxies and universes, God touched each element and particle and wrote meaning and purpose into everything, and God saw that it was good [that was the passage from Genesis that we shared in last Sunday’s worship].


And in the same way, gathering up the dust from creation God created us; the human creature. For everything else God makes in all creation it is an original idea. And if you carefully look out into creation and see the variety of life, and even the variety of those things which we don’t say are alive but yet move and transform and change of time, creation took a lot of imagining, but according to the Bible God does not imagine us. With we human creatures, we are created in the image of God; male and female. God made us to be like Him, all of us children of Adam & Eve. 


Here is a funny story about that: At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings. And little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. 


Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill, and said, "Johnny, what is the matter?" 

Little Johnny responded, "I have pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife."

I think the metaphor at least should be clear, if we do not understand that we are made from each other we should at least appreciate that God makes us for each other. The psalmist words in the psalm we shared today are very clear about this: “you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.” I love this imagery of God knitting us; counting each knot and stitch. God knows us so personally, so completely and perfectly and yet how many people do we know that treat God like he is some stranger.


What do we know, compared to what God knows? What do we even know of ourselves compared to what God knows?


We think we know what we can and cannot do, but when we look at what the Bible has to say, about people who can and cannot, it is often the people who think that they cannot who God calls to act and the people who are certain they can do it all themselves that God shows to be foolish. I am not saying we shouldn’t be confident. Christians sometimes get confused with the difference between being humble and being timid, or even lacking confidence. 


We ought to think then that God calls us to be confident in the gifts and skills that God has placed in our lives, even to be strong against temptations, and to work hard and avoid being lazy or complacent. But we shouldn’t presume to think that we can do without God in anything; instead we ought to look for how we can serve God and show God our love in everything we do.


In our Gospel reading today we are drawn into the way that Jesus for-knew of the people he was calling into service. When we think that Jesus know the character, potential, even the destiny of each of His disciples we are confronted with the wonder of the choice of Judas Iscariot, as not simply the disciple, but the disciple who would fulfill the betrayal that led to all the betrayals he would face before the cross.


Jesus knew. Jesus knows. Yes, Jesus knows you.


Let me illustrate it this way: Late one night, a burglar broke into a house that he thought was empty. He tiptoed through the living room but suddenly he froze in his tracks when he heard a loud voice say, "Jesus is watching you!" 
Silence returned to the house, so the burglar crept forward again. "Jesus is watching you," the voice boomed again. 

The burglar stopped dead again. He was frightened. Frantically, he looked all around. In a dark corner, he spotted a bird cage and in the cage was a parrot. 

He asked the parrot, "Was that you who said Jesus is watching me?" 

"Yes", said the parrot. 

The burglar breathed a sigh of relief, then he asked the parrot: "What's your name birdie?" 

"Clarence," said the bird. 

"That's a silly name for a parrot," sneered the burglar. "What fool named you Clarence?" 

The parrot said, "The fool who named the Rottweiller ‘Jesus’."


And while the joke is funny, it is humourous to think about a ferocious dog named Jesus, we out to remember that Jesus is not just meek and mild and a lamb to be slaughtered. In the resurrection Jesus is there triumphant sword-wielding King, the Lion, who in victory also stands in judgment; in our salvation, calls on us to respect and respond to that salvation.
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Gene

Announcements: 

Annual Meeting: Zion January 21st 7pm, St. James Sunday, February 15th pm?  St. Andrew’s Wednesday, February 4th ?? & St Mark’s, Sunday February 8th  ??
Session/Treasurers – Meet tomorrow at the Beersville First Station, 7pm.

Memorial Bulbs – Thank you for your support this year in the Memorial campaigns for St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s.

Christmas Eve- The offering from this year’s Christmas Eve service came to this will be share among the four congregations as they see to needs of their work as a church or in the community in mission.

Candlelight Service – Is rescheduled for Tonight at 7pm @ St. James
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Works Of Saint Augustine – will meet for a morning meeting on Tuesdays and an evening (??)
Community 

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 410 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee

                BoP 569
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 30 Rise, shine for your Light’s before you 

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

Scripture Readings for next week: Jonah 3:1-10, Psalm 62:5-12, 1 Corinthians 7:29-3:1, Luke 2:25-38

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments Your voice is powerful. Let it be heard! Take part in the Harvest of Letters campaign and write to your MP urging the Canadian government to invest in smallholder agriculture in developing countries. Up to 80 per cent of the world’s poor depend on farming to feed their families year round. With changing weather patterns, drought and the rising cost of seeds, farming is becoming more difficult and unpredictable, leaving smallholder farmers vulnerable to hunger. Financial support for innovative farming practices is one of the best ways to alleviate hunger and can make a big difference in the lives of farmers, their families and their communities. For more information visit WeRespond.ca.
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