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A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com 
pccweb.ca/brpc

January 1st 2017 – Christmas II – New Year’s Day

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements  

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W. Neil Ryan, Paul, Carl, Peter, Linda, Vincent, Wareham 

Congregational Meeting – The congregation of St. Andrew’s is called by the joint-session to have a meeting before the first full week of January to make decisions about the coming year in order that a budget can be put together. 

Annual Meetings – The Joint session presents the following dates for meetings: Jan 18th Zion; Jan 15th St. James, Jan 22nd St. Andrew’s, Feb. 5th St Mark’s, please finish up the work on any reports so that copies can be made before meetings.
Memorial Bulb Campaigns Please support and share in lighting our memory.

St. Andrew’s Tanya Ryan 785-6696, St. Mark’s Willah Ryan 785-4479, St. James David/Shelley Cail 785-4323, Audrey Glencross 785-1983, Doreen Cail 523-9357   

Christmas Eve Services – Thank you everyone who were part of this year’s Christmas Eve services. in Music in readings in providing materials for the children, it was a wonderful celebration of Christ’s Birth

Christmas Candlelight Service – Hosted at St. James  Friday Jan 6th 7pm

New Year Fellowship - Potluck January 8th 4pm  Christians of all churches/ denominations are welcomed together for a potluck fellowship hosted at the Bass River Fair Hall, off the 116 in Bass River 

Bible Study &Members classes will be starting in the new year. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year. If you would like to start or host a Bible study please contact Rev. Sutherland or speak to one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Rexton Food Bank – Is very thankful for the recent upsurge in givings, though long-term support is needed now that region support is greatly reduced. Please take the opportunity to give. 

Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Call to Worship  NBoP 161 What Child is this William Chatterton Dix

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap, is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

Why lies he in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear for sinners here, 
The silent Word is pleasing. 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come peasant king to own Him, 
The King of kings, salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The Virgin sings her lullaby: 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: NBoP 133 Go tell it on the Mountain John W. Work

Chorus: 

Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light

Chorus

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angels chorus
That hailed the Savior's birth


Chorus


Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessèd Christmas morn

Chorus

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 8 [Pew Bible] 

KJV

1    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
    You have set your glory
    above the heavens.
2    From the lips of children and infants
    you have ordained praise£
    because of your enemies,
    to silence the foe and the avenger.
3    When I consider your heavens,
    the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars,
    which you have set in place,
4    what is man that you are mindful of him,
    the son of man that you care for him?
5    You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings£
    and crowned him with glory and honor.
6    You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
    you put everything under his feet:
7    all flocks and herds,
    and the beasts of the field,
8    the birds of the air,
    and the fish of the sea,
    all that swim the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!

NIV
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP NBoP 138 While shepherds watched
 
BoP 127

  Scripture Readings:   OT – Numbers 6:22-27    

   22And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 23Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, 24The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 25The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: 26The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. 27And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.
KJV

22The LORD said to Moses, 23“Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:
24    “‘“The LORD bless you
    and keep you;
25    the LORD make his face shine upon you
    and be gracious to you;
26    the LORD turn his face toward you
    and give you peace.”’
27“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
NIV

                             Epistle – Galatians 4:3-7

 3Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: 4But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. KJV

 3So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba,£ Father.” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. NIV

Hymn for Illumination:  NBoP 172 As with gladness, men of old
 
  BoP 153

Scripture Readings:  Gospel – John 1:10-18

10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 18No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
KJV

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent,£ nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,£ who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,£

 HYPERLINK "qvb://QVB/20381932/syncglossary/35222" 
£ who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.
NIV

Sermon: Blessed Children


It’s an annual problem for many parents and grandparents: We have spent time and energy and of course money searching out and discovering the very best in cool presents for our children, our grandchildren - those special young ones in our lives – and now that it is set up and working, they are digging through the boxes and packaging and finding all kinds of fun there. 


We like the blessings, but we have a long-standing habit of getting wrapped up in the packaging of those blessings. 


Our readings today welcome us into a new life, and are appropriate as readings on this first day of the New Year, because these readings – most obviously our responsive Psalm and our reading from Galatians – are invitations to be a celebrating people. 

We had a great celebration last night at the Manse, with  food and some great friends and some fireworks at the end of the evening to cap it all off, but for the coming New Year I will not be focusing on the party or the wrappings and trappings of holidays and traditions. These special celebrations are reminders to us all that life is to be about rejoicing and praising, even in the hum-drum of everyday life.

We need to be recognizable for this. Okay some Christians today - who per-chance partied to an extent last night that today they are feeling penance in just breathing - but throughout most of the rest of our lives people should be looking at our life and wondering how they can have such a positive attitude, an optimistic outlook, such a confident approach, a rejoicing perspective on life, humanity and the endless possibilities that God’s love makes open to us; this should all be evidenced on us. People should see it in our lives, and they should wonder and question why their own lives seem to mean less them to them than our lives and our life in faith. They should be bewildered by our joy.

We continue the celebration of Christ’s coming today by recognizing why he came. If we say simply that the Son of God came to assert the authority of God in God’s creation, we are just looking at the wrapping of this event and missing the method and the real reason behind it all. God sent his Son, not to force authority, but to show that God is ruler of all be cause only God has the power to perfectly forgive us, redeem us, and make our lives about something more than getting from one year to the next. Christians don’t live just for tomorrow, we live for the life-everlasting, and no one else gets to say that and mean it in truth.

We are invited by God to know God, to be made – through Christ – heirs to God’s kingdom. That’s not just this world, but all worlds; that’s not just this life, but everlasting life; that’s not just a blessing, but the ability to bless others and have it mean something. God has given us the ability to be a part of the positive change in our own lives, but also and amazingly in the lives of others. People say you can’t make someone change, that’s true (but it isn’t true for God). In God, with God, we are made a part of all the amazing changes in people’s lives that really give them their lives back and make them whole again.

To that end, God gave Aaron the blessing that we still use in our baptisms, or as a benediction in services. It is a hallmark of what we recognize Jesus fulfilling. It is prophetic in its blessing because the Aaronic blessing – as it is known – the message of the Christmas angels - of Gabriel and the multitude of the heavenly hosts, as they appeared to shepherds – is peace on earth upon those in whom God’s favour rests. It is the same as ‘lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace, or strikingly similar.

What about the stanza before? May the Lord make His face to shine upon thee and be gracious; and look at how God fulfills that. We are given the very begotten of God, more than made in God’s image as we are, this very Son of God, humbles himself in order to look humanity in the face and tell us God loves us, but not just tell us he shows that God loves us by healing and other miracles that are in everyway gracious – even the water-to-wine miracle in Canaan. Yet greater still is the miracle of Christ’s death and resurrection; for in Christ’s death we are given God’s grace in forgiveness and caught up in the resurrection we are drawn up to the day we each and every one of us will be able to see God and know God face-to-face.

So may the Lord bless thee and keep thee, and may the whole world know that you are the Lord’s through Christ Jesus his Son. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP NBoP 811 Standing at the Portal
 
           BoP 575
Benediction 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee;

The Lord make his face to shine upon thee and be gracious to thee,

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace.

And may the blessing of Father, Son and Holy Spirit be yours this day and evermore, Amen

Dismissal: songs 112 Blessed Assurance (vs. 1 & chorus)

Blessed Assurance

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Mission Moments January 1: The vouchers help me survive “In Syria, I could do anything.” Now settled in Lebanon with his daughter Rihan, Mousa remembers his peaceful home before the war. Mousa has not been able to find work because of restrictions placed on Syrian refugees. To get by, he picks fruit for local farmers but does

not earn enough to cover his expenses. With partners at Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Presbyterian World Service & Development is providing food vouchers to Syrian refugees so they can purchase groceries at local stores and save money for rent. For Mousa, this assistance has been an answer to his prayers. During the uncertainty of war, knowing he can provide a warm dinner for his daughter is a source of comfort and strength. 
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