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January 22nd 2017 – Epiphany III

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements 

Call to Worship  A&D – 1 A new commandment
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 522 He leadeth me
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 71:1-12 [Pew Bible] 



Psalm 71:1-12

1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;
    let me never be put to shame.

2    Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;

    turn your ear to me and save me.

3    Be my rock of refuge,

    to which I can always go;

    give the command to save me,

    for you are my rock and my fortress.

4    Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,

    from the grasp of evil and cruel men.

5    For you have been my hope, O Sovereign LORD,

    my confidence since my youth.

6    From birth I have relied on you;

    you brought me forth from my mother’s womb.

    I will ever praise you.

7    I have become like a portent to many,

    but you are my strong refuge.

8    My mouth is filled with your praise,

    declaring your splendor all day long.

9    Do not cast me away when I am old;

    do not forsake me when my strength is gone.

10    For my enemies speak against me;

    those who wait to kill me conspire together.

11    They say, “God has forsaken him;

    pursue him and seize him,

    for no one will rescue him.”

12    Be not far from me, O God;

    come quickly, O my God, to help me.

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 151 Wise men seeking Jesus  
Scripture Readings:     OT –Jeremiah 1:4-10
4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
5    “Before I formed you in the womb I knew£ you,
    before you were born I set you apart;
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
6“Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”
7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”
                              Epistle – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1If I speak in the tongues£ of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,£ but have not love, I gain nothing.
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 155 From eastern mountains
Scripture Readings: Gospel – Luke 4:21-30

Luke 4:21-30
20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
23Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’”
24“I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27And there were many in Israel with leprosy£ in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”
28All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
Sermon: Furious Rejoicing

Faith and religion can bring about the fanatic in anybody. 

Jesus, throughout his ministry constantly came into contact with the religious fanatic of his time. Fanaticism rises in the extreme times, to offer the extreme answers to life’s extreme problems. You just don’t find to many fanatic preachers on the tropical beach on a perfect sunny day when the sun is warming the sand, and there is a band about to strike up a mellow tune, and you’ve got a tasty fruit-drink in your hand. Fanatics and vacation settings just don’t mix.


But the towns of first century Palestine were not Mediterranean vacation-spot; Jesus spoke to a post war, post-exile, conquered people. He spoke to a people who were looking at the extreme answers for life’s problem in scripture and in God’s inspiration and they were becoming fanatical about it.

 Sir Winston Churchill said, “A fanatic is one who can’t change his mind and won’t change the subject.” 

This is what God’s people were becoming. Part of the reason why it is so essential – and this is something that many Christians wonder about and question – why did God send Jesus to the time and place that he did? Why not the middle east today? Why not our world today? 

But the reality is that God chose a time when the people through whom He had always been revealed were merging into the territory of human fanaticism; where their joy of being God’s chosen people was mutating, through sins of pride and self-righteousness, into hideous fanatical religious zeal, chief of whom – it could be said – was Saul who become through baptism Paul the Apostle.


Some of the Apostle’s most famous words are among our scripture readings today. In as much as Jesus is the fulfillment of the prophets, Paul calls the church to fulfill the requirements of faith hope and love, which are the ministry and commandments of Christ. 

Author E. B. Meyer saiys that  “Faith is the root; hope is the stem; love the perfect flower. You may have faith without hope, and hope without love; but you cannot have love apart from faith and hope.”
“The best things in life are free, are they not? The air we breathe is not sold by the cubic foot. The water that flows crystal clear from the mountain stream is free for the taking. Love is free, faith is free, hope is free.”
Billy Graham (1918– )
When Jesus spoke in the synagogue and when he aligned himself as one with the prophets, and as the fulfillment of prophecy and scripture, “18    “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
    He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, 19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
”[from Isaiah 61]

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 112 Blessed Assurance (vs.1)
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long; 

This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W, Neil R., Paul, Linda, Vincent, John, Lucy, Alfred, Marie, 
Announcements: 
Annual Meetings – The Joint session presents the following dates for meetings: Jan 18th Zion; Jan 15th St. James, Jan 22nd St. Andrew’s, Feb. 5th St Mark’s, please finish up the work on any reports so that copies can be made before meetings.
Participation in Worship – Reading for each week are available prior to the Sunday worship. Volunteers are welcome to lead reading or perhaps share a children story or a gift of music as a part of worship. We all have gifts to share.
Christmas Candlelight Service – Thank you everyone who came out and enjoyed the Candlelight service on Friday. Special thanks to the children and youth who were a part of the service.

New Year Fellowship – Thanks to everyone who came out and hsared in last week’s fellowship 

Bible Study &Members classes will be starting in the January 21st in the back room of St. James Beersville. Rev. Sutherland will be looking for names and available times to start learning-groups in the new year. If you would like to start/host a Bible study contact Rev. Sutherland or one of our church elders.  

Sunday School – seeking program ideas and activities in the new year.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. These expenses continue whether there is a worship service on Sunday or not. Please give generously. Tax receipts available. 

Mission Moments:  Sharing the Gospel in people’s heart languages In order to preserve their cultures, and promote the use of their ancestral languages, indigenous churches are working to enable indigenous peoples to read and study Scripture using the language of their hearts. The Rev. Dr. Paul McLean advises indigenous pastors and elders translating the Bible into the languages: Amis, Bunun, Drekay, Paiwan, Tayal and Pinuyumayan. Paul shares, “I thank the Presbyterian Church in Canada for supporting multicultural-multilingual Bible translation work in Taiwan. Thanks to everyone who faithfully prays and supports us in mission through Presbyterians Sharing. May our good and gracious God bless you for your part in sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ through the ongoing Bible translation work with Taiwan's indigenous peoples.”   
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