A Family of Faith in Fellowship

The Bass River Pastoral Charge

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

St. Mark’s, Bass River; St. James, Beersville; St. Andrew’s, Clairville & Zion, West Branch

Organists: Heather Morton, Marly Sutherland, Bev Dunn, Dolly MacDonald, Pam Wilson, Shanece Wilson

Minister: Rev. Alexander [Sandy] D. Sutherland; B.A., B.Th. M.Div
Manse #: 506-785-4383 Cell #: 506-521-0705 Email: thebrpc@gmail.com 
pccweb.ca/brpc

Epiphany III

January 24th, 2016

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 14 Jesus, name above all names

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: BoP 522 He leadeth me

Responsive Reading  - Psalm 29 [Pew Bible] 

1    Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones,
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2    Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
    worship the LORD in the splendor of his£ holiness.
3    The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
    the God of glory thunders,
    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
4    The voice of the LORD is powerful;
    the voice of the LORD is majestic.
5    The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.
6    He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
    Sirion£ like a young wild ox.
7    The voice of the LORD strikes
    with flashes of lightning.
8    The voice of the LORD shakes the desert;
    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh.
9    The voice of the LORD twists the oaks£
    and strips the forests bare.
    And in his temple all cry, “Glory!”
10    The LORD sits£ enthroned over the flood;
    the LORD is enthroned as King forever.
11    The LORD gives strength to his people;
    the LORD blesses his people with peace.
Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: BoP 151 Wise men seeking Jesus

Scripture Readings:


            OT – Nehemiah 8:1-10

7:73bWhen the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, 8:1all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel.
2So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
4Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam.
5Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
7The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. 8They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear£ and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read.
9Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is sacred to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.
10Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”

       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by£ one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues£? Do all interpret? 31But eagerly desire£ the greater gifts.
And now I will show you the most excellent way.
Hymn of Illumination:  BoP 364 We give Thee but thine own             
      Gospel – Luke 4:14-21

14Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18    “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to preach good news to the poor.
    He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
    to release the oppressed,
19    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”£
20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
Sermon: Being fulfillment

It is no longer simply the question for the youth, perhaps it was never meant to be just for the young “What am I supposed to do to give my life meaning?” When realizing that our lives have to be more about jobs, and really discovering our calling, our vocation, we ask ourselves all kinds of questions. The first one begins from the questions that others ask us as we grow. 

Comedian Michael Jr. said, “I was so excited when my son came up to me and said “Dad! I want to be a doctor!’ which made me feel like my son was really on track, you know, but then my son said, “Or a dinosaur.”


The hopes and dreams of our childhood are never meant to go away. They are an innocent expression of self assessment and recognition that we have as adults; and it is good to think back to our childhood and ask, “Did I become the person I thought I would be?”


How was it for Jesus? This is the living human son of God, begotten of God; wholly human, yet wholly divine and holy. This is incarnation, not just embodiment, so when Jesus says, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” he is not just saying that he resembles what is being talked about in the Bible, he is the living breathing expression of the Word of God. 


Think about when John begins his gospel with the phrase, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John is talking about this very thing, and may have been inspired by this moment where he witnessed Jesus proclaiming himself the very fulfillment of God’s Word.    


There is a story about a preacher giving a sermon one Sunday:

The preacher said:  "There's no such thing as a perfect man. Anybody present who has ever known a perfect man, stand up."

  Nobody stood up.

  "Those who have ever known a perfect woman, stand up."

  One demure little woman stood up.

  "Did you ever know an absolutely perfect woman?" he asked, somewhat amazed.

  "I didn't know her personally," replied the little old woman,

"but I have heard a great deal about her. She was my husband's first wife."
Preacher and theologian Erwin W. Lutzer (1941– ) writes about how God can be experienced in all sorts of ways. A lot of his writing is to debunk a lot of the false prophets, prophecies and idols in our society and really focus on the one real-and-true God of all. Lutzer write that “Fulfillment comes as a by-product of our love for God. And that satisfaction is better than we ever imagined. God can make the pieces of this world’s puzzle fit together; he helps us view the world from a new perspective.”
On the other side of the issue he also says, “God’s restrictions not only hold us down, but they also hold us up. We will never achieve fulfillment unless he is in control.”
This is the big stumbling block for some, because who really wants to give over control of their lives. There seems to be so much of what is around our lives trying to manipulate us and talk us into doing things that who we are and what we have can feel as though our very identity is under attack. We want self-control.

That’s fine as long as we realize something about ourselves, we belong to God. We are God’s creation. Our self-ness comes as a gift from God, not so that we can separate ourselves from God, but in order that when we come to God the giving of who and what we are can have meaning. 

We talk about the church-building as God’s house, as our times of devotion and reflection and this worship as ‘God-time’, but we are fooling ourselves if we think we can contain our relationship with God.  

Until we have learned to be satisfied with fellowship with God, until he is our rock and our fortress, we will be restless with our place in the world.

SO we learn that -just as Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law and the prophets, of the Old Testament and that covenant - we are called to fulfill Christ’s words. That is a very big deal, not that we become the fulfillment of God’s word, but we become the body of Christ by which the world sees the fulfillment of God’s word. 

How we do that is not all the same, THAT we do it is not a choice it is the very definition of how we really discover and put into practice our life’s calling. You might be the best at your job, at being a parent, and whatever you want to put your mind to doing, but unless you are doing it for the sake and love of God; any and everything will feel empty of purpose and meaning. 

But – joined in the body of Christ – that is the church – your place and purpose of what God would have you do is meant to become clear and work within the fellowship of a living body that is more than you and is yet wholly yours. That wonderful distinction that in every other way makes us different and separate from each other – through Christ – brings us into an amazing fellowship that transcends all that could pull us apart. 

That’s what it means to be the Body of Christ; to be the church we must become the embodiment of Christ’s love. 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Carmen, Joe, Angus & Ruby, the Reidpath family, Kirk W., Neil Ryan, our AGMs.
Announcements 

Treasurer – Susie Campbell – after over fifteen years as the central treasurer of the Pastoral Charge will be stepping down. Applications and nomination will be received by the Joint Session. The position must have a replacement by January 31st. We thank Susie for all of her work, and the responsible way she has seen the congregations in her service as central treasurer.

Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson after Christmas, continuing in Lent as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’. Another bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’.

Session – Elders are asked to look up a completed resource available through the denomination’s website. [http://presbyterian.ca/?wpdmdl=192&]

Lenten Sermon Series – Rev. Sutherland will begin a Lenten/Easter series on the book of Revelation starting February 14th. Please share with anyone you feel would be interested. Ideas for sermon subjects can be submitted through the church email address.
Annual Reports – Reports should now be finished and in the hands of the secretary’s of each congregation.

 Annual Meetings- Zion, West Branch 7pm; Complete 

St. James’ Beersville 12:30pm; Sunday, January 31st, 2016 

St. Mark’s Bass River 12:30pm Sunday, February 7th 2016

St. Andrew’s, Clairville 7pm Monday, February 1st 2016

Tithes and the celebration of Gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain

Benediction 

Dismissal: [songs 112 vs. 1 & Chorus] Blessed Assurance
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch) 

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Mission Moments Syrian Refugees Call Canada Home In response to Christ’s call to serve and defend the vulnerable & persecuted, Presbyterian World Service & Development provides humanitarian aid to refugees worldwide, while promoting and protecting their rights. This past year, the Pickering Presbytery Mission and Outreach Committee headed a refugee sponsorship project with support from PWS&D. An outpouring of generosity from member churches allowed the presbytery to raise enough money to sponsor not one, but five Syrian families escaping violent conflict. “Although many of the churches in our presbytery are small—as partners together—we have been able to do something really meaningful, ” said Liz Stark, a member of the Pickering committee. In generosity, faith and partnership, Presbyterians are helping refugees on their journey toward peace.
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