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Service of Worship
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January 26th 2015

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 14 Jesus, name above all names 

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)

Opening Praise: BoP 522 He leadeth me
Responsive Reading: Psalm 62
1    My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him.
2    He alone is my rock and my salvation; He is my fortress, I will never be shaken.
3    How long will you assault a man? Would all of you throw him down — this leaning wall, this tottering fence?
4    They fully intend to topple him from his lofty place; they take delight in lies.
    With their mouths they bless, but in their hearts they curse.
Selah
5    Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him.
6    He alone is my rock and my salvation; He is my fortress, I will not be shaken.
7    My salvation and my honor depend on God; He is my mighty rock, my refuge.
8    Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him,
    for God is our refuge.
Selah
9    Lowborn men are but a breath, the highborn are but a lie;
    if weighed on a balance, they are nothing; together they are only a breath.
10    Do not trust in extortion or take pride in stolen goods; though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them.
11    One thing God has spoken, two things have I heard: that you, O God, are strong, 12 and that you, O Lord, are loving.
    Surely you will reward each person according to what he has done.
Children’s Reflection - Distractions
Children’s Hymn: BoP 151 Wise men seeking Jesus 

Scripture: OT – Jonah 3:1-10

1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2“Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”
3Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very important city—a visit required three days. 4On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
6When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7Then he issued a proclamation in Nineveh:
“By the decree of the king and his nobles:
Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”
10When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.

                NT – 1 Corinthians 7:29-35

29What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should live as if they had none; 30those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.
32I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please the Lord. 33But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife—34and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world—how she can please her husband. 35I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.
Hymn:  BoP 171 The race that in darkness
Scripture: Gospel – Luke 2:25-38

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
29    “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
    you now dismiss your servant in peace.
30    For my eyes have seen your salvation,
31    which you have prepared in the sight of all people,
32    a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.”
33The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
Sermon: Undivided Attention

Simeon and Anna, these wonderful elderly figures from today’s gospel reading in Luke, are traditional examples of devotion and patience. They watch and they wait on God, and faithfully pay attention to what God is doing; even when the world around them is turned upside down by war, by competing ideas, by the regular hardships of life all around them; they remain focused on God, pay attention to God. And God rewards them, and rewards their attention by giving them the enviable  moment of seeing their patience and their attention, their faith fulfilled; they hold God’s chosen Messiah, the only Son of God in their arms. 

Little Zachary was doing very badly in school. His parents had tried everything: tutors, mentors, flash cards, special learning centers. In short, everything they could think of to help his math. Finally, in a last-ditch effort, they took Zachary down and enrolled him in the local Catholic school. After the first day, little Zachary came home with a very serious look on his face. He didn’t even kiss his mother or say “hello.” Instead, he went straight to his room and started studying. Books and papers were soon spread out all over the room while little Zachary applied himself, hard at work. 
His mother was amazed. She called him down to dinner. To her shock, the minute he was done, he marched back to his room without a word, and in no time, he was back hitting the books as hard as before. 

This went on for some time, day after day, while the mother tried to understand what made such a difference. Finally, little Zachary brought home his report card. He quietly laid it on the table, went up to his room to study even more. With great trepidation, his Mom looked at the report card and, to her great surprise, Zachary had received an “A” in math, his worse subject. She could no longer hold her curiosity. 

She went to his room and said, “Son, what was it? Was it the nuns?” The little boy shook his head. 

“Well, then,” she replied, “was it the books, the discipline, the structure, the uniforms?” 

Zachary looked at his mother and said, “No. It was on the first day of school when I saw that guy nailed to the plus sign, I knew they weren’t fooling around.” 

What does it take to get your attention? We live in a world filled with distractions, but we do not have excuses any better than the first generation of the church; they had their distractions too. 

The Apostle Paul got after church members and told them “I would like you to be free from concern.” Though the passage we read today from the letter to the Corinthians seems to be about marriage, when you get right down to it, Paul is using Marriage as an example of the things we end up using to excuse ourselves from our  relationship with God.

A lot of people come down hard on the Roman Catholic Church for not letting their priests marry. In fact a priest can marry, but in marrying they cease to be priests and they usually take on some other role, usually deacon or lay-reader or some other calling like that. There is a lot to be admired in the vow of chastity, because what it says is a lot like what we are reading in this passage from Corinthians, simply, don’t let your human relationships distract you from having a strong relationship with God. 


Albert Einstein once said that “To drive and to try and kiss a pretty girl at the same time is simply not giving the kiss the attention it deserves.”


We need to name what we believe and put faith first. That sounds cliché, and we often take it that way. Faith can’t be first if it is a Sunday thing, or a seasonal thing. If your favourite thing is anything other than God over everything, then is God just another something.  

Our psalm today is an ancient call to focus in on God, it is very inviting. Sometimes when we think about how the Bible invites believers to be close to and listen to God, we think it says that God will be angry if we do not pay attention. Adam and Eve were deceived and God put them out of the garden, mankind fell from grace under them and there son Cain killed his brother Abel because Cain cared more about his sacrifice than he did God he was worshiping. So there in the first few chapters of the bible we can come to expect that if we do not pay attention to what God wants we can expect [image: image2.png]%



punishment.


The psalmist changes the tone of that relationship however, and in the prayer that is also a hymn that is Psalm 62, that we shared today, God is described as the rock, the foundation rock for faith and hope and life itself.  

Verses 6 through 8 read: 

“6    He alone is my rock and my salvation; He is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 
7    My salvation and my honor depend on God£; He is my mighty rock, my refuge.
8    Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.” 

A mother took her three-year-old daughter to church for the first time. The church lights were lowered, and then the choir came down the aisle, carrying lighted candles. All was quiet until the little one started singing in a loud voice, “Happy Birthday to you, happy birthday to you...”

It’s not set in the scene of a birthday party, but today’s shared reading from the psalms is a celebration, it is a call to celebration and to the security of God’s love. Remember those words when life gets to busy or over whelming, ‘God is our refuge.’ God is your refuge.

Where is the refuge of people’s life today? What do we act as being important in our lives? Where is our focus when it comes to daily living? Is God the focus of our lives, or has our attention been drawn elsewhere?

It had long since come to my attention that people of accomplishment rarely sat back and let things happen to them. They went out and happened to things. [Leonardo de Vinci]

A hundred years ago, what was it that distracted people from attending worship and doing the work of the church? Illiteracy, drunkenness, work & jobs, outside teachings, entertainment, and some sporting activities. 


Today, what’s the difference? Well, I’d say it is mostly the same. Maybe illiteracy is not the problem, instead now it’s an over abundance of information. I am sure today there are people at home on Facebook, thinking ‘hmm, I wonder if I should have gone to church?’


Yet the other problem I listed are the same: intoxication takes on many forms, many more drugs and access to liquor today than a hundred years ago, so it is more distracting. Most work places will not give holidays for worship anymore, and though you can demand the time for religious observance, not many people do [though a little statistic, people who demand and observe religious observance have more stable employment and a greater chance for promotion in most work places]. We live in a world filled with distractions and various teaching and there is not prohibition or even taboo on religious teachings, and we live in an age of a spiritual buffet; many people tend to pick and choice the beliefs that suit them, rather than a faith that guides and challenges them.


Author/novelist Colson Whitehead says, “I can't blame modern technology for my predilection for distraction, not after all the hours I've spent watching lost balloons disappear into the clouds. I did it before the Internet, and I'll do it after the apocalypse, assuming we still have helium and weak-gripped children.”
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And there is the ongoing complaint that the youth of the church today are not here because they are at sports, and its winter so it must be time for the church to pick on hockey – while half the congregation sits and talks about the score and plays from the game the night before. We want our youth, our young people to live active lives and engage in fun activities like sports, and yet we have not given them the balance that encourages them to take some time and celebrate the Giver of life, instead of just the gift of it.  

We can’t be blaming the world for our lack of attention. We need to take an serious account of the meaning we are attaching to the things, the people, the events and the living of our lives. 

Our Christian faith is not about dos and don’ts, and all the excuses we put to either when we don’t do the right thing. Christian faith is acknowledging that we get distracted and then we get called back. It is not about making people feel guilty for their mistakes, but acknowledging that we all make our own kind of mistakes, we all struggle in our own way to follow Christ and we need to help and encourage each other and to celebrate when the promises of God come true for us.

The rest of life is meant to bring experience and celebration into the church, but we act as though we have to go out from the church in order to find a reason to rejoice. It is enough to drive a generation away from us and out to those activities that could be so well informed from a life of faith. Faith needs to draw all these things, as a part of who we are, into our relationship with God. With God in our hearts.

That is what I hope you are here in worship to do. To have God set aside your missteps and to offer God a celebration as you see God’s blessings in every part of your life. So many of the things that distract us from our faith are the result of us putting them in a higher place of importance than it should hold. If you replaced drug addiction with faith where would your life be, or for that matter, sports, the internet, work, and all the wisdoms and teachings of the world; they all come into focus and even greater joy when, first, we believe. 


Share the praise response of Simeon as you encounter Christ in your life, as your focus comes back to look again for God, who loves you so much His own Son came and died for you. 

Hear and share this praise: “29    “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.
30    For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Chris, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Susie, Florence, Tyler, Sean, the Warman & McDermott family, Cecil & Shirley and the family, those who do not know how much they need prayer.
Announcements: 

Annual Meeting: Zion January 21st 7pm, St. Andrew’s February 4th?, St. Mark’s Feb 8th, St. James’ February 1st or 15th  

St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s TBA 

Session/Treasurers – Met on Monday Jan 19th to discuss the budget and diminishing surplus. Clairville is currently $4166 on contributions to the pastoral charge. This will make full payment of our minister’s stipend difficult come March.  

Candlelight Service – We had a joyful evening’s worship on January 18th , celebrating how the light of the Christmas season can carry through the rest of the year. The service and its stories are now online.
Lenten Bible Study - Beverly Hillbillies Bible Study: Works Of Saint Augustine – will meet for a morning meeting on Tuesdays 10 am and an evening
Community 

Condolences – The prayers of the congregation are extended to Cecil & Shirley Symes on the passing of Shirley’s mother Rite Griffin yesterday. 
Thanks – Thanks everyone who came to support and encourage Walker Campbell at the Bass River fair hall last weekend. He is going to the Canada games in Prince George, BC. Our prayers go with you Walker!
Choir - The Richibucto River Community Choir has started up practices 7pm, Wednesdays at Eleanor Graham Middle School to get ready for another concert in April. New members welcome.

Yoga – Classes hosted at Fillmore Trucking, Monday 7pm;  at the Harcourt School begin this week, Tuesday 7pm.  All ages, all experience levels.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. Please remember that through the winter months services may be cancelled and the cost of heating the buildings are much higher. Give, that what you give may serve.

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Hymn: BoP 173 And can it be that I should gain
Blessing - 

Dismissal: A&D Rise, shine for your Light’s before you
 [Welsh Trad. NBoP 802]
Rise, shine for your Light’s before you, God’s Son is come.

In the wild a way is forming, as God calls you home.

Gospel people seeking justice, helping those the least among us 

As we join the angel chorus, “God’s kingdom come!”

From the ages, through the prophets, God’s Word has come

Through God’s people, to a maiden, God’s Word is born

Now to all the world God sends us, as disciples of Christ Jesus 

Joy in peace, love’s hope within us, rise in the dawn. 

Our next worship will be:

9:00am – Zion Presbyterian Church (West Branch)

11:00am – St. James’ Presbyterian Church (Beersville)

Next week’s Readings: Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Psalm 11, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28

We rejoice together here in the fulfillment of faith, Christ Jesus. As God’s people we seek to welcome others knowing that there are many who seek to belong. God’s Holy Spirit draws us together, to search and encourage each other’s calling and purpose. If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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UNFLAPPABLE? Maybe someday but
today | feel like a wind tattered flag.
When a storm has swept by the wicked are
gone but the righteous stand firm, Pr 10:25




Mission Moments Serving in Ukraine Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing support David and Anna Pandy as they serve with the Reformed Church of Sub-Carpathian Ukraine, a church of ethnic Hungarians in Ukraine. Anna is a teacher and is principal and founder of Nagybereg Reformed Church secondary school. David coordinates four Christian secondary schools and helps supervise RCCU missionaries. Making personal connections is an important aspect of this work. David shares, “We exchange news within our immediate family and within our larger church family on both sides of the Atlantic by means of internet communication. In the mission field, in our endeavors to build God’s family, we communicate mostly in person, which takes more time and more energy but decidedly is also more rewarding.” 
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