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Epiphany 

January 31st 2016

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome 

Call to Worship  A&D 8 Give thanks
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Opening Praise: NBoP 371 Love divine all love’s excelling
     BoP 233
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 71 [Pew Bible] 

1    In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion.
2    Deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause me to escape: incline thine ear unto me, and save me.
3    Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may continually resort: thou hast given commandment to save me; for thou art my rock and my fortress.
4    Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man.
5    For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my youth.
6    By thee have I been holden up from the womb: thou art he that took me out of my mother’s bowels: my praise shall be continually of thee.
7    I am as a wonder unto many; but thou art my strong refuge.
8    Let my mouth be filled with thy praise and with thy honour all the day.
9    Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth.
10    For mine enemies speak against me; and they that lay wait for my soul take counsel together,
11    Saying, God hath forsaken him: persecute and take him; for there is none to deliver him.
12    O God, be not far from me: O my God, make haste for my help.
13    Let them be confounded and consumed that are adversaries to my soul; let them be covered with reproach and dishonour that seek my hurt.
14    But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more.
15    My mouth shall show forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers thereof.
16    I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD: I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only.
17    O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works.
18    Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O God, forsake me not; until I have showed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to come.
19    Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who hast done great things: O God, who is like unto thee!
20    Thou, which hast showed me great and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth.
21    Thou shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me on every side.
22    I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy truth, O my God: unto thee will I sing with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel.
23    My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed.
24    My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long: for they are confounded, for they are brought unto shame, that seek my hurt.
KJV

1    In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;
    let me never be put to shame.
2    Rescue me and deliver me in your righteousness;
    turn your ear to me and save me.
3    Be my rock of refuge,
    to which I can always go;
    give the command to save me,
    for you are my rock and my fortress.
4    Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,
    from the grasp of evil and cruel men.
5    For you have been my hope, O Sovereign LORD,
    my confidence since my youth.
6    From birth I have relied on you;
    you brought me forth from my mother’s womb.
    I will ever praise you.
7    I have become like a portent to many,
    but you are my strong refuge.
8    My mouth is filled with your praise,
    declaring your splendor all day long.
9    Do not cast me away when I am old;
    do not forsake me when my strength is gone.
10    For my enemies speak against me;
    those who wait to kill me conspire together.
11    They say, “God has forsaken him;
    pursue him and seize him,
    for no one will rescue him.”
12    Be not far from me, O God;
    come quickly, O my God, to help me.
13    May my accusers perish in shame;
    may those who want to harm me
    be covered with scorn and disgrace.
14    But as for me, I will always have hope;
    I will praise you more and more.
15    My mouth will tell of your righteousness,
    of your salvation all day long,
    though I know not its measure.
16    I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD;
    I will proclaim your righteousness, yours alone.
17    Since my youth, O God, you have taught me,
    and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
18    Even when I am old and gray,
    do not forsake me, O God,
    till I declare your power to the next generation,
    your might to all who are to come.
19    Your righteousness reaches to the skies, O God,
    you who have done great things.
    Who, O God, is like you?
20    Though you have made me see troubles, many and bitter,
    you will restore my life again;
    from the depths of the earth
    you will again bring me up.
21    You will increase my honor
    and comfort me once again.
22    I will praise you with the harp
    for your faithfulness, O my God;
    I will sing praise to you with the lyre,
    O Holy One of Israel.
23    My lips will shout for joy
    when I sing praise to you—
    I, whom you have redeemed.
24    My tongue will tell of your righteous acts
    all day long,
    for those who wanted to harm me
    have been put to shame and confusion.
NIV

Children’s story – to old or young?

We are going to chose teams

We should appoint captains, and the captains will choose the teams.

What does it feel like to be chosen?

Why do you feel you were chosen, or not chosen?

Are you fit to be chosen?

Given the choice, would you choose you?

Who has God chosen?

1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. ”

 How do we know we are God’s chosen?

1 Thessalonians 1:4b, 5  “For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.”

Caution: But Jesus said (Matthew 22:14) “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”
Children’s Hymn: NBoP 746 What a friend we have in Jesus
    BoP 431
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 1:4-10

4Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 5Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 6Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 7But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 8Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. 9Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. 10See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.
KJV

4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,
5    “Before I formed you in the womb I knew£ you,
    before you were born I set you apart;
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
6“Ah, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am only a child.”
7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.
9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “Now, I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”
NIV


       Epistle – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
4Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 5Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
8Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 13And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
KJV

1If I speak in the tongues£ of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames,£ but have not love, I gain nothing.
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 367 Jesus the very thought of Thee
                BoP 243

      Gospel – Luke 4:21-30

21And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 22And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? 23And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 24And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. 25But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; 26But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 27And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 28And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down headlong. 30But he passing through the midst of them went his way, KJV

21and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked.
23Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’”
24“I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27And there were many in Israel with leprosy£ in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”
28All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
 NIV

Sermon: Our place in God’s choice

There is an episode of the animated sitcom ‘The Simpsons’ where Bart & Lisa are in a hockey league on opposing teams. In a discussion between Homer and Marge, Marge is making the case that Homer should not show favouritism between the children, and that he would not like it if the children played favourites with them. At that moment, Bart & Lisa shout from the ice “Hi Mom! Hey Mom! Look at me! Hey! Mom!” 


In a similar way God has chosen us, and God favours all of us. Not just one of us or a few of us, because God chosen one has changed place with us, so that we all might be the ‘chosen’, even the children of God.


Israel was – in the course of time - God’s chosen people, and called the children of God. It was Abraham that was chosen to leave Ur and start a new nation. It was the line of David that was chosen, anointed and appointed to produce the  Messiah. Yet in Christ Jesus the chosen ness of God is transformed to a new invitation, and that through the chosen of God all people are drawn into the choice.  


Freedom to chose is something we celebrate, and the enacting of choice is an important distinction 

The choices we make are based on our own circumstances, and when we feel our circumstances are well removed from what scripture presents, our choices tend to draw us away from the example that scripture sets. For example :

The Junior Sunday School Teacher asked her eight eager 10 year-olds if they would give a $1,000,000 to the missionaries.

 

“Yes!” they all screamed!

 

“Would you give $1,000?” Again, they shouted “YES!”

 

How about $100?” “Oh, yes we would!” they all agreed!

 

“Would you just give a dollar to the missionaries?” she asked.

 

The boys exclaimed, “Yes!” just as before, except for Johnny.

 

“Johnnie,” the teacher said as she noticed the boy clutching his pocket, “Why didn’t you say ‘yes’ this time?”

 

“Well,” the boy stammered, “I have a dollar!” {http://www.pastoralcareinc.com/resources/sermon-helps/jokes-for-sermons/}

Isn’t there some truth in that? The choice we feel we have is different when we are dealing with wishes, dreams and desires and tangible actions, and that is a difficult inconsistency. Who are we showing ourselves to be when we imagine ourselves to be good and faithful Christians, but when we stumble over real-life situation choices. 


But God does not stumble on a choice when it comes to us. God chose to send his Son, and he did not baulk on that promise. God didn’t send Jesus and then reassess whether we are worth. We are not worth Jesus, but God gave Him over for our sakes anyway. And so God made it so our place was Jesus place. God chose to do what it took to save you from your sin, and you think you’ve had hard choices. You’ve never had to chose between your only child and a people who have sinned against you and ignored you and not lived up to all the potential and gifts that you’ve put into them.


God chose and so now you’ve been invited. 

Jesus said (Matthew 22:14) “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

What is your choice? Can the world around you see and recognize the chose you’ve by the choices you continue to make?

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby Reid, Kirk W., Neil Ryan, the Donahur & Fillmore families, AGMs
Announcements: Treasurer – we are still in need of someone to step into a very important role in our pastoral Charge. Susie Campbell has stepped back from being our central treasurer today and we need someone to come forward to fulfill this position. Please speak to an elder or Rev. Sutherland if you have interest Presbytery – Continuing the discussion re: human sexuality & the Church from January 20th the presbytery will be meeting for a workshop day on February 10th at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, Moncton [10am-4pm]
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson after looking at ‘Hymns, praise and the Bible’. Another Bible study is being planned for Lent titled ‘Wilderness Survival’ starting Feb 11 2pm 

Condolences – The heartfelt prayers of the congregations are extended to the family and friends of M. Leona Donahur who passed away this passed week. her funeral was yesterday at  Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic Church .
  We also extend prayers and sympathies to the family & friends of Carmen Fillmore. Carmen was a beloved member of St. James Beersville, and the gentle joy with which he touched everyone’s life will be a presence missed by all. Wake at St. James, Monday from 2-4 & 6-8 pm; funeral on Tuesday, Feb 2, 2016 at 2pm. 
Session – The Joint Session is called to meet at the back room of Zion, West Branch, February 15th at 7pm. Individual session meetings will also happen through the coming month in preparation for annual meetings.

Annual Meetings- Zion, West Branch Complete
St. James’ Beersville 12:30pm; TODAY Sunday, January 31st, 2016 

St. Mark’s Bass River 12:30pm Sunday, February 7th 2016

St. Andrew’s, Clairville 7pm Monday February 1st 2016

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 363 All hail the power of Jesus name
BoP 237

Benediction 

Dismissal: [songs 112 vs. 1 & Chorus] Blessed Assurance
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Thank you for your gifts! Thank you for your generous gifts to Presbyterians Sharing! Together with Presbyterians across Canada, you encourage & equip renewal and development; supporting inner city, native and refugee ministries; send mission personnel to work with our international partners; create innovative ministries for children and youth; equip ministers and lay leaders to do effective ministry; bringing people together to share experiences and learn new skills through events like Stewards by Design and Canada Youth; supporting healing and reconciliation ministries… and so much more!  As we participate together in the life-giving mission of God, we are making a difference, in Canada and around the world. 
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