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Christmas II 

January 3rd, 2016

ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  NBoP 161 What child is this
Opening Praise: NBoP 133 Go tell it on the mountain
Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 8 [Pew Bible] 

1    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.
2    Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
3    When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
4    What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?
5    For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour.
6    Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:
7    All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;
8    The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!
KJV

1    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
    You have set your glory
    above the heavens.
2    From the lips of children and infants
    you have ordained praise
    because of your enemies,
    to silence the foe and the avenger.
3    When I consider your heavens,
    the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars,
    which you have set in place,
4    what is man that you are mindful of him,
    the son of man that you care for him?
5    You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
    and crowned him with glory and honour.
6    You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
    you put everything under his feet:
7    all flocks and herds,
    and the beasts of the field,
8    the birds of the air,
    and the fish of the sea,
    all that swim the paths of the seas.
9    O LORD, our Lord,
    how majestic is your name in all the earth!
NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 138 While shepherds watched
     BoP 127
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Numbers 6:22-27

22And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

“23Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, 

“On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, 

“24The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 

25The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: 

26The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” 

27And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.””
KJV

22The LORD said to Moses, 23“Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them:
24    “‘“The LORD bless you
    and keep you;
25    the LORD make his face shine upon you
    and be gracious to you;
26    the LORD turn his face toward you
    and give you peace.”’
27“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
NIV


       Epistle – Galatians 4:4-7

4But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, ‘Abba, Father.’ 

7Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. KJV

4But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 

6Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 

7So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 172 As with gladness men of old
                BoP 153

      Gospel – John 1:1-18

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 18No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
KJV

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.
3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. NIV

Sermon: When to take down the lights?

Our family went for a drive on New Years day to see the Christmas lights. We went then because up until this last week our Christmas season has been spent going in ever direction but anywhere together, with a few gracious exceptions. The opportunity for the recreation of looking at Christmas lights just has not happened. 


What we noticed, and I was a bit surprised, was that a number of people had already taken down their decorations – storing them for another year. Growing up we never took down our decorations before New Years, and I remember growing up that part of New Years day was going out and looking at the lights.

When is the right time to take down the lights?

I think in order to understand this we need to ask ourselves why we put up the lights in the first place. I put up my Christmas lights as a celebration of Advent, in getting ready for the brightest moment in Christian life, when God’s light came into the world in Christ as John so aptly describes in the opening to his gospel: “4In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”


John equates the light with God’s Word, that Jesus is God’s Voice (Spoken Word) begotten into human form. When I think over what my favourite books are the ones that come to mind are books, non-fiction and fiction alike that share an important characteristic with the Bible, and that is that they shed light on my life and the lives of others in some significant way. Whether you read something for recreation or for understanding, what are you expecting from the text? 


John makes it clear however, that Jesus is more than a story. Jesus is not just the Word of God on some prophet’s terms, but Jesus is the first word of all creation: “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.” And of course there is the very beginning of John’s gospel, “1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning.”


So, why do we put those Christmas lights in the first place? Because we like to wrestle with cords of tangled strung lights and dangle off ladders at the beginning of December? Maybe because we like to out-do our neighbours in some way. Maybe we have stock in the power company. Or maybe we like to shed a little light on the subject of Christ, coming into the world.


I like to think we do it to draw attention to Christ, and to the fact that we celebrate something incredibly special and powerful this time of the year, But then, that takes us to the sermon title; our question of the day is, “When to take down the lights?”


This is the last Sunday of Christmas, but then the next few Sundays are the Sundays after the celebration of the Epiphany where we celebrate the coming of the wise men, the circumcision and even the baptism of Jesus among other things, so having lights on for them would be okay. We could turn them off for lent because it is a time of fasting, but then comes Palm Sunday and Easter, and why not have lights on for those weeks. And the season which follows is Pentecost, tongues of flame over the Church a pretty good time for lights. That neighbour, who never takes down their Christmas lights, they might not be lazy, they might be very devoted in expressing their faith. Let’s not be too hasty to judge. 


Our scripture readings from the Old testament and the letter today were expressions of God’s love, and if having Christmas lights or decorations are the best way you know of showing people in your life that God loves them and that you love God then by all means, leave the lights on all year. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness just does not understand what the light is all about; but as Christians we do need to keep showing the world Christ until they get him, and not just get the idea of Jesus, but until the world around us accepts him as Lord, and until they are alight with God’s love just as we are. 

I know of some people who see Boxing day as the day that all the decorations are boxed and put away until next December (or beginning of advent). There comes a time when we have to move on from anything, and just leaving the lights on becomes meaningless unless we continue to make sure the meaning is known. 


God crowns us with glory and honour as it says in the psalms, not because of who we are alone, but because of who we are in Christ. It is not in showing our own goodness, righteousness or supposed greatness that we have glory, but it is in how we express God’s love through our faith Christ that is the best light we can shine in this world. Take down the Christmas lights, and put all that light in more in your own life so that you become the sign that Christ is come, for not in the biggest light display on earth can God’s love be shown better then in the life of a faithful child of God. 


Go in faith, to share your faith, may God be praised. Amen
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Announcements: 

Memorial Bulbs – St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s have concluded their memorial bulb fundraising campaigns and would like to thank everyone for their donations in memory & honour of loved ones and friends.

Treasurer – Susie Campbell – after fifteen years as the central treasurer of the Pastoral Charge will be stepping down. Applications and nomination will be received by the Joint Session in its January meeting. We thank Susie for all of her work, and the way she has seen the congregations through her service as treasurer.

Event – Presbytery is hosting an open event on Jan 7th in Riverview (@ Bethal) and 8th in Chatham, Miramichi (@Calvin). Both will begin with Supper @ 5:30. We will be looking at the book "Your Church Can Thrive:  Making The Connections That Build Healthy Congregations"
Bible Study – Tuesday at 7pm at the home of Jen Beers in Emerson after Christmas, continuing with carols as we look at ‘Hymns and the Bible’.

Session – The Joint Session is called to meet at the back room of St James Beersville on Wednesday January 13th at 7pm. Individual session meetings will also happen through the coming month in preparation for annual meetings.

Annual Reports – Reports should be complied and transmitted to church secretaries and the minister by Monday January 18th. Annual meetings will start the last two weeks of January
Annual Meetings- Zion, West Branch 7pm; Wednesday January 20th 2016; 

St. James’ Beersville 12:30pm; Sunday, January 31st, 2016 

St. Mark’s Bass River 12:30pm Sunday, February 7th 2016

St. Andrew’s, Clairville TBA

God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 204 Thou didst leave Thy throne
BoP 165

Benediction 

Dismissal: [songs 112 vs. 1 & Chorus] Blessed Assurance
Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville) @ Fillmore Trucking

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.

Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: ? Savannah, Carmen, Warren, Joe, Freda, Angus & Ruby, Les, the Reidpath family, the McDermott family, the Charlotte Charge, Kirk W., Benjamin, Neil Ryan, 
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Whoever keeps commandments keeps their life,
but whoever shows contempt for their ways will die.
= Provenss 19:16 v



Mission Moments Food Assistance a Relief for Families in Pakistan Narso and her family used to grow enough nutritious food on their small parcel of land to last them for months. Severe drought affecting land in Pakistan destroyed grain crops and left the family - and others in the village - without enough food to eat. Narso and her husband are disabled, so their only source of income during the drought was the small earnings of their youngest son, who worked as a helper in a house a village away. In response, PWS&D collaborated with local partners to distribute food packages to families affected by the drought. “I have been saved from taking out loans, selling my livestock and borrowing food,” shares Narso.  
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