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Christmas II
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Welcome & Announcements    

Call to Worship  NBoP 161 What Child is this (vs. 1&3)

What child is this 
   William Chatterton Dix

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap, is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

Why lies he in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear for sinners here, 
The silent Word is pleasing. 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come peasant king to own Him, 
The King of kings, salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The Virgin sings her lullaby: 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

Opening Praise: NBoP 133 Go tell it on the mountain
Go Tell it on the Mountain 

John W. Work
Chorus: 

Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

While shepherds kept their watching
Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light Chorus

The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo! above the earth
Rang out the angels chorus
That hailed the Savior's birth Chorus

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessèd Christmas morn Chorus

Prayer of Approach, Confession & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors NBoP831; BoP605)
Responsive Reading  - Psalm 143 [Pew Bible] 

1    Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness.
2    And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified.
3    For the enemy hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my life down to the ground; he hath made me to dwell in darkness, as those that have been long dead.
4    Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart within me is desolate.
5    I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy works; I muse on the work of thy hands.
6    I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land.
Selah
7    Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit.
8    Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.
9    Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.
10    Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.
11    Quicken me, O LORD, for thy name’s sake: for thy righteousness’ sake bring my soul out of trouble.
12    And of thy mercy cut off mine enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my soul: for I am thy servant.
 KJV

1    O LORD, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy;
    in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.
2    Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before you.
3    The enemy pursues me, he crushes me to the ground;
    he makes me dwell in darkness like those long dead.
4    So my spirit grows faint within me; my heart within me is dismayed.
5    I remember the days of long ago; I meditate on all your works
    and consider what your hands have done.
6    I spread out my hands to you;
    my soul thirsts for you like a parched land.
Selah
7    Answer me quickly, O LORD;
    my spirit fails.
    Do not hide your face from me
    or I will be like those who go down to the pit.
8    Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,
    for I have put my trust in you.
    Show me the way I should go,
    for to you I lift up my soul.
9    Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD,
    for I hide myself in you.
10    Teach me to do your will,
    for you are my God;
    may your good Spirit
    lead me on level ground.
11    For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life;
    in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble.
12    In your unfailing love, silence my enemies;
    destroy all my foes,
    for I am your servant.
 NIV

Children’s story – 

Children’s Hymn: NBoP 138 While Shepherds watched

    BoP 127
Scripture Readings:


            OT – Jeremiah 31:15-17

15Thus saith the LORD; 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; 

Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not.” 

16Thus saith the LORD; 

“Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded”, saith the LORD; “and they shall come again from the land of the enemy. 17And there is hope in thine end”, saith the LORD, “that thy children shall come again to their own border.” KJV

15This is what the LORD says:
    “A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great weeping,
    Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted,
    because her children are no more.”
16This is what the LORD says:
    “Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears,
    for your work will be rewarded,”
    declares the LORD.
    “They will return from the land of the enemy. 17    So there is hope for your future,”
    declares the LORD.
    “Your children will return to their own land.
 NIV


       Epistle – Ephesians 1:15-23

15Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 16Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 17That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 18The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 20Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 21Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
 KJV

15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit£ of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
 NIV

Hymn of Illumination:  NBoP 172 As with gladness men of old

    
BoP 153
Scripture Readings: 

      Gospel – John 1:10-18

10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
15John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 16And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 18No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
KJV

10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—13children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.
NIV

Sermon: Know the hope

Here is a hope-filled thought at Christmas, 

A bald man was given a set of combs at Christmas. 

He said to the thoughtless giver, “I will never part with these.”


Today we reflect back, through Christmas to the first Sunday of Advent – that was way back at the end of November – that is known as the Advent of hope. Advent, from the Latin, means the ‘coming’, and during advent we focus our attention on Christ’s coming as we get ready for Christmas. What then are we going to do with this. If the before time for Christmas is called the ‘coming’ than what is this? The ‘going’?


We come away from Christmas with an almost numb feeling – not referring to the bitter cold of this past week or the week to come. The ringing in our ears is not jingle bells, it’s more like shell shock, because we have been bombarded with Christmas and the expectations of Christmas and New Years and all we are supposed to make this holidays out to be – both in the faith and in the midst of worldly expectations, that well, where is the time for grief, if we need to grieve? Where is the room and the space to observe Sabbath? 


*


 In a season where we are supposed to be drawn to focus on the coming of Christ we can be so overwhelmed with the season’s expectations – even the stress of when to put it all away that we can miss the spiritual renewal that we should experience through Christmas. 


So perhaps it take the ‘going out’ from Christmas to check and make sure we have the perspective we were seeking going into it. Have we looked where God was showing us, to see that Christ was in our lives? The shepherds were given instructions – “Go to Bethlehem, the babe will be wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger’ – which they followed to find Jesus ‘just as they had been told. What have you been told about Christ in your life? Where might you find him?


The wise men followed a star; a guiding light that years of observation and study told them  - as sure as any angel -  that something tremendous was happening in the east, in the kingdom of Herod. And they went looking for God’s chosen king, the Messiah (as they learned in Herod’s palace). 


Have there been signs, that your understanding of life has drawn you to seek for Christ in this place and fellowship, and despite adversity, brought you to a place of worship, seeking a vision and purpose? What will you take with you as a vision for your next step on your life’s journey? What news do you bring into your home from you celebration of Christ’s coming?


Before we can admit that we have a new hope, we have to recognize just how much we need hope; just as before we can admit Christ Jesus, and name Christ as Lord, we have to admit that we need Him, an that we have been looking for Christ and his salvation in our lives. 


A lady was picking through the freezer at the butcher after the Christmas and New Year’s season, looking for a turkey for a family meal. All that was left was some small bird, barely skin and bones, so she asked the butcher. “Your turkeys, do they get any bigger than this.”


The butcher scratched his head and said, “Well, once they are slaughtered and frozen they are all finished getting bigger.” 


With all we sometimes have to wade through just to live our lives, our faith gets overwhelmed by distractions of living and then all the mess of things and stuff we put between us and our relationship with God. Christmas is meant to draw us back, and even to draw us up short, because there are times when what we know is not enough, and what we understand will not be all the answers we need.


*

Knowing the hope of Christmas means living that hope. We carry the hope from Advent through Christmas and we do not let it end there. Theresa of Calcutta, that saint among India’s most poor once said “It is Christmas every time you let God love others through you . . . yes, it is Christmas every time you smile at your brother and offer him your hand.”
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Prayers of the Pastoral Charge - Do you have a prayer, or know someone we should be praying for? Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for: Pray, as we support each other in faith, hope & love. Our Prayers are for:  Savannah, Carmen, Joe, Percy, Angus & Ruby, Susie, Sarah, Florence, Tyler, Shawn, Gene
Announcements: 

Memorial Bulbs – Thank you for your support this year in the Memorial campaigns for St. James, St. Andrew’s & St Mark’s.

Christmas Eve- Thank you everyone for being a part of the Christmas Eve worship services. It was so wonderful to have a number of people participate in leading worship. If you’d like to share a gift or a story as a part of worship please let Rev. Sutherland know. We all share in the worship of God.

Candlelight Service – Is rescheduled for January 18th at 7pm @ St. James
Community RLNH: Would like to thank everyone who stopped in over the holidays and especially those who were a part of the special Christmas celebrations
Santa’s Helpers – 73 families and close to 150 children in our region were helped with this years program. Thank you for generosity in this community.
Congratulations! Congratulations to Sean & Kelsey Mourant in their marriage on New Year’s Eve. We pray for many blessings to follow you and your families.  

Condolences – The condolences of the pastoral charge are extended to Alfred Fillmore and his whole family at the passing of Althea, our sister in Christ; beloved wife, mother, grandmother and great grandmother.

- The prayers of the pastoral charge are offered to friends and family of Dylan Warmen who was killed in an accident on New Years day. We also extend prayer for health and healing to Shawn and Tyler on their road to recovery, and our thanks to all who responded to the scene and have been helping these families.
Givings – Your offerings & gifts support the work of this congregation, the teaching of our children, the expenses of ministry, local and foreign mission, the work of Presbyterian Sharing and upkeep of this building. Tax receipts available. 

PresbyCan Daily Devotional features wonderful Christmas devotionals. Join over 6,000 subscribers around the world and enjoy devotionals each day from the Presbyterian Church, delivered free by e-mail to your inbox. Subscribe www.presbycan.ca/subscriptions
God’s Tithes and our gifts 

Doxology (NBoP 830; BoP 603) & Offertory Prayer

Commissioning Hymn: NBoP 204 Thou didst leave Thy throne

                BoP 165
Benediction 

Dismissal: A&D 30 Rise, shine for your Light’s before you 

Dismissal Rise, shine for your Light’s before you
Rise, shine for your Light’s before you, God’s Son is come.

In the wild a way is forming, as God calls you home.

Gospel people seeking justice, helping those the least among us 

As we join the angel chorus, “God’s kingdom come!”

From the ages, through the prophets, God’s Word has come

Through God’s people, to a maiden, God’s Word is born

Now to all the world God sends us, as disciples of Christ Jesus 

Joy in peace, love’s hope within us, rise in the dawn.

Next Week’s Services: 

9:30am – St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church (Clairville)

11:15am – St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church (Bass River)

If you are visiting, or are new to the community we would like to getting to know you, and celebrating your gifts and growing together in our faith in Christ. God bless you.
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Mission Moments Proud to Send Daughter to School Sayed Mohammad makes bricks to support his family; working during the hot summers, as well as the cold winters. For a time, his ten-year-old daughter, Saima, worked alongside him. Since PWS&D started supporting the girls’ education project in Afghanistan, over 4,000 girls have been enrolled in school. Sayed accepted that his daughter was too young to be doing hard labour at the brick factory and that it was his duty to send her to school. “I feel really proud … I am sending my daughter to school.” Not only is Sayed sending his enabling his daughter to pursue an education, he is working hard to raise awareness about how education can change children’s futures.  
7
5

